U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


October 25, 2016 


MS. KATIE DREWS 
SUITE 900 

223 WEST JACKSON 
CHICAGO, IL 60606 


FOIPA Request No.: 1341184-000 
Subject: DAWSON, WILLIAM L. 


Dear Ms. Drews: 

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Title 5, United States 
Code, Section 552. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure, with the 
appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was 
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are 
marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 


Section 552 


Section 552a 

r (b)(i) 

r (b)(7)(A) 

r (d)(5) 

r w(2) 

r (b)(7)(B) 

r (j)(2) 

W (b)(3) 

P (b)(7)(C) 

r (k)(i) 

Federal Rules of Criminal 

P (b)(7)(D) 

r (k)(2) 

Procedure 6(e) 

r (b)(7)(E) 

r (k)(3) 


r (b)(7)(F) 

r (k)(4) 

r (b)(4) 

r (b)(8) 

r (k)(5) 

r (b)(5) 

r (b)(9) 

r (k)(6) 

F (b)(6) 


r (k)(7) 


293 pages were reviewed and 276 pages are being released. 

Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other Government 

Agency (ies) [OGA]. 

This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 

^ We are consulting with another agency. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information 
when the consultation is completed. 

^ In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence 
of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 
records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This response is 
limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard notification that is given 
to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for 
your information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 


The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 


You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 1 1 050, 1 425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 , or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site: https://foiaonline.requlations.aov/foia/action/oublic/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit your appeal 
by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act Appeal.” Please cite 
the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oqis@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA Public Liaison 
by emailing foipaauestions@ic.fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence by email, the subject 
heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to 
your request so that it may be easily identified. 

The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the 
focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, 
which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain 
information similar to the information processed in the main file(s). Because of our significant backlog, we have 
given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s). If you want the references, you must submit a 
separate request for them in writing, and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 


See additional information which follows. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 


Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


This information is being released to you at no charge. 

In response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request, enclosed is a processed copy of the FBI 
headquarters files 58-HQ-3267 Section 1 and 58-HQ-7125 sectionl . 

To minimize costs to both you and the FBI, duplicate copies of the same document were not processed. 


Enclosure(s) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign policy 

and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 
particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 
or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 
regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or 

apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held 
in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant to 
the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to a 
promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 


FBI/DOJ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1341184-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 6 


Page 

45 

~ Duplicate; 

Page 

65 

~ Duplicate; 

Page 

66 

~ Duplicate; 

Page 

67 

~ Duplicate; 

Page 

68 

~ Duplicate; 

Page 

69 

~ Duplicate; 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
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XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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W-'i r a gue star on April AO, ID:: 2 , tka t ?. .ms rp •:••'•• or end um 
to ; vcp :.i*ed c-oocorntr Congressman .Filin Leyi'' Dowson rf Illinois. 

P -V ... ..! ,>..•] V|. g.- . / 

fho Congressional Directory for January, 192?, reflects 
the following background information concerning Dawson, :- r e vs s born 
in Albany , Georgia, on April 26, 1886; was graduated from Albany , 
Georgia normal School and Fisk University, receiving an A.!, degree; 
attended Kent College of Lav/ and was graduated from northwestern 
University Lav/ School with an LL.3. degree. During the first VJorld 
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Far, he served as a First Lieutenant of the 3-6 5th Infantry, 
he is listed as an attorney at lav/, he has been State Cent: 
mitteemnn , First Congressional District, from 1930 to lb 32; 
of Second hard, 1933 to 1939 ; Democratic Committeeman from 
Second Card since 1939$ is married and has two children. V 
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member of Congress since Uovember, 


bureau Invest! nations : 


Accruer' 


James K. Harwood, Civilian Production 


^dmi n lstrs t ion empl oyee in ’Washington, D. 
man Dawson , Kerro f oT "HTi.noTs“f “had "ad vis 


aavxsed that- C c 
lm~bri "that date 


ingress- 


man Dawson, negro, oY"'TlTiHoTs7~had "a dvised him on that date tha 
001/131 receive one ~ or “two thousand dollars if he arrange d' T or the 
Apex' Battery ‘Company of ’Chicaco." UTirioi s ."To “receive extra" alio 
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AgeCTBattery Company of "Chicago ,“ IHlhoi s t ''T(T recei ve. extra allotments 
of "TeacTTor' the'mahuf actur e Of batt'er je s’. 'Harwoo d advised that 
thro ugh Dawson Vie me FjTernard bVeetr^ Vice Presld eht of t he Apex 
Battery C ompany . During the" b ureau Trfve s t.igatio n , a p ayof f . v/a s 
made of 12 ,~0~0Cr by SweeT'to "Ha rwoo d . ~~Sv/ee’t~ was_ immediately taker, into 

c ust ody, However,' in subsequent interrogation "he"' ‘refused to implicate 

Dawson in any. .manner . Dawsc>n_was_ intervie v/ed orTTa rch 197~1946, and 
admitted that he had talked to Harwood .in hi s off ice.. but, denied offer- 
ing any funds for any consider ation . He claimed that his only interest 
was tcTassist a' constituent , Sweet, of the Apex Battery Company .1 ~~ 

Sv/eSJsijlis’e'qilehtly ' entered a plea of nolle contendere and received a 
sentence of C2gO fine and probation for 4 months to 1 year. This 
case was closed on October 17, 1946. (53-1598) 

During June, 1950, the Chicago Office received information 
’■ that employees of the Chicago Post Office we re paying'? f unds in order 
.. to re ceive Ci vil Service appointments or to retain their jobs. During 
| this investigate on i t was' determined that' Tred erick halls, Secretary 

^^..Congressman Dawson, had allegedly addressed the group of employees 
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in the rib ovo matter 1 n presently yendiry. (yC-PP 91 ) 
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t'n^nCthc policy r^'-ckot in Ckicejjc ver operated r^t by t v :e original 
,^ 7 ndlXcto bnt rntlior vnr control^ ed by U. ;j. •Jenn ress n.n n ’Jlllie.". 
Dcucon • OevGon r.lle c r dly v.t. s involved l"n file Policy rocket V' t’n 
one .TTr! Kniyht end Jew or On shin, both be inf ner roes residin'" on the 
3 outh tide of Chi cry c . ( 6 0 - 7 p.lt 7 - 9 - 2 $ , y-. : cr 1 </) 
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ir om n.^p giitich i race so that a candidate ox the cnrinal syndicate --m 
could be succeissflil.' The' a rticly st ated that Davison cla imed he_ ; jM 
would not' "accept ’money from* rackjeteers but iir*tHe "event such funds 
v-ould be available, he sav; nothing improper in their beiny diverted Ji^j 

to political funds*. The articl'd” also " stated that Day son v.’as .one...af 

the most influential neyro politicians in America. (o2-8iC93-9“A) .cal 

.Th(_y files of the Kefauyer. Crime Committee contained in- !|S 
formation that Jack Gnr.ik, Chicago hoodlum, received payoff money ■"•a| 
from Congressman \ii Hi am Dawson on the first, second, or third .|| 

of each month in the office ot^'Dawson at 180 West Rardolnh Street, .;Jm 
Chicago, Illinois. (c.?-79 1*47-12) (Testimony, 1971; " M 

Tie foil evi nr jyxotati or is taken from the *'.:ok, M USi. , 

/ • i • f 1 dent :i ? T , " by J a ok La i T and I.ee T'ortmobr. Tl’c ""dlicrtion, in M 

aompentinc ccncorniny the Chicaro area , states as follows : 11 M 

Lottery and policy have not been bothered, because them keen- thonsan d.il 
of'neyroes. ''The' ' r^jnyT1bnTiotrda![Tar Tnckc 5 the Pr'-l Wap| 

v;boro bbo ‘ol’cv v/bool r t b •? 1 r } i g r o r- 1 1 *' v b o r r • ^ y-c *»p **' ni i n 

mitteomar i r viilliam L. Dawson, colored, a former Re’* nil lean but a '-m 

bowl i ny ^Pev; Dealer 1 ar'd Cb.ai rmar.' of the mi flit y "Cbm ml t fee ' : . Ap- 
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AFFILIATION ■•i l.T i.i CITED OR CAKI ZATIONS : 

On ‘larch 6, 1938, Dawson was listed as a speaker a. t 
a mass meeting , which" ~ 'was 'sponsored by the National Negro 
Congress, for the purpose of advocating the passage of an Anti - 
Lynch Bill then pending in the senate . The National Negro 
Congress was cited as a communist organizat io n by the .Attorney. 
Central. (Chicago 15 J 100-225139 -1) 

in 1941 a jntir.be rship list of the Nati onal T.awyeji s. . 
0-uild revealed that William” L . Dawson, l80 West Washington 
c tree t', ' Chicago , Illinois, last paid membership dues in January, 
1937. The National Lawyers Guild wa s c it e"d as a C or.imuni s t front 
by the congressional committee on un-American Activities. 
(100-7321-6 p. 450) 
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According to a highly confid ential sour ce, willi am L» 
Dawson was listed oh the program of a dinner entitled ''Salute 
to our Russian Ally" which was held at orchestra Hall ;. Chica go, 
Illinois, on November 25, 1942, un^er~ TEe~”auspices of the National 
CouhciF"oIT(merlc^-^^’e?~Pricndship.~ The National council of j -j 
Ame~ric^^SdvI¥t~?rTeiia^lp was cited as a communist organization JJ 
by the Attorney General. ( 100-1469 64~239 P«~~55) 
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On i>|arch_9 , 1943, th e Na tional committee to Aboli sh 
the poll Taxlheia a conference in Washington, D. C. Amo ng t he 
speaker's at that conference was congressman W iXllftH LL. —Da w s on^ 
of illlnoi s . The "Daily Worker,'' "east” coast commu nist newspaper, 
is s uc dated Qcto be r 2 i. 194-3. reported, t hat c T 0 C o un s el Lee ^ 
pressman, Joseph A • path way and Representat ive Dawson would~~argue 
th c Anti -p ol 1 Tax' Bill be for’ e the Sena t e ..^dLQ.ia-Cy_jCLOn«?ii 1 t ee . on ’ 
October 26, 1943. These three attorneys were selected for this' 
pre sehtatidh~by”’t’Ee Na t ibha 1 commiTte'e' fp; Ab 01 rslrpt Ke^Eoll Taxlg 

The National Committee to Abolish the poll Tax )gas_.c_i-ted as.. a 

Communist front by the California committee on Un-American .... 

Activities , ) ( 62-67571-34, 45 ) 
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The "Ch icago Sun," issue dated January 9, 1944, reported^ ' 
that the American Youth” for Democracy’" wF^"sche dul'ejd'”t’o hold an , 

emergency conference on that date. Among the individuals listed '■{ 
as speakers at this conference was William L • Dawson. On October 16, 
1944* the American Youth for Democracy sponsored a "Salute to ypung. 

America Dinner" which was* held at the" Hotel Commodore , New York City. 

Listed among’ the sponsors o"f this dinner was the Honorable William L. 


1 
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Dew? on. The American Youth for Democracy was; cited as a | 

Communist or inanimation by the Attorney General. ( IOC -3-14-2140 1 

P. 5»6";""6l'*-777-34-13t> V | 

A 

Congressman William L. Dawson was. ..a... speaker at a : :|j 

luncheon ^ pohabred’ by''the' national Federation for cone litutional ;i 

Liberties which was held at ;it^^efftMl7.'.X;-rCA"7 Chicago, ' Illinois','' 1 

on April' 8, 1944 • Dawson spoke in favor of the Msrcantonio' ’ 

Anti-pbll 'Tax" Bill . The Ha tiohal "Federation for Constitutional pi 

Liberties was cited as a communist organizati on by the Attorney ■§ 

General. ( 100'-J-I4-‘2l7X] ~ ~ ' I 

% 

m 

A highly confidential source advised in May, 1945, f 

that the c dune IT 'ori" A fri cah^Af/alrT‘ planned" t o call a conference f 

i n via shington , D • C . , on June _ l5~, 1945 . The c onf e r e rice wa s t o ~ 

be built around prominent individuals, including congressman | 

William pawson. T he co uncil on African Affairs via s cited as a | 
communist organization by~~the A t L oi , ney _ P-'Shefall' (100-69266-123) | 

MISCELLANEOUS: I 

The "C hicago Daily, Record) 1 issu e dated Decembe r 14 , 4 

19 . 36 , reported "that returning volunteers of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade were" met in Chicago by a welcoming committee which 9 

included Alderman William L. Dawson. The report of the spe cial 
Committee bn ..Un-American Activities, U. S. House of Representatives, 
dated 1944 listed Alderman William L. Dawson, Second Ward, Chicago,"! 

Illinois, among the "American communists and sympathizers who ' % 

fought for Loyalist Spain." in this regard the State Department* s 
file; aid not reflect a passport for Dawson. (61-7561-251X1 5; 6l- I 
’(582-1298 p.277 J 100-7060-442 p. 48) v '• 

On AuK.us_t 8. 1942.. Will iam Dawson . Democrat! c candidate 1 

for Congress, addressed the Negro Labor victory committee at 

Garfield Rai l , Chicago , Il lino is. He stated during his address 

that " if el ec te d he would use his influence 'to~"havo "the communi.s.t 
Party returned to the Illinois StaWTialldt'. (100-3-14-371) 


i 


1; 
, If;. 




w.» r .. 


I 


I 


During a meeting of the Second Ware Branch of the 
Communist party in Chicago, Illinois, on March 9, 1944, one 
Hackney, not further identified, stated" that he was a member of 
the . committee whi ch had met with c ongr essman William paw son' during 
the past week concerning the south Side progressive groups. 
According to 'Hockney, Dawson agreed' to support the proposal of 
Hoosevelt' s renomint u ion ' to' "a'''fbur€fi~''terra7 in June , ’ 19447 Daw son 


- 5 - 


was a speaker before the Illinois Midwest Negro peoples Assembly | 

In Chicago, Illinois, which meeting was held for the purpose of 'i 

supporting the Roosevelt fourth term. The communist political 
Associa t i on j District "8, Chicago , Illinois,' 'was 're ores ented at 
this"' meeting of the "Illinois Midwest Negro peoples Assembly. 
(100-3-14-2252) 

In June, 1944* Adam Lapin, Washington correspondent 
of the "Daily worker," conferred with congressman Viiilia. i Lawson 
concerning the political situation in Illinois, on Feuruarv 2, 

1945, the "Daily worker" hailed Congressmen powell, ';Tarcahtonio, 1 

bawsoii' and ^n 3 arnIn"I3aV 1 5"' lW~tlret' r' stfthdn3a"^Tre"l^y;^a;iIey $ 

NatihnaX'''S[efviW7^:l'l“. flier artic le c o nmente'd "that powell arid | 

Dawson were leading the Negro people to political" maturity . $ 

( 62-29'367-A J '100-3-14-2336 ; 'Chicago 5038 ) 

Criticism of Dawson by the .J 

Com munist Press' : |; 

1 

"The worker," Sunday edition of the "Daily worker," issue * 
iated May 2, 1943, carried an article captioned "Chicago's Negroes | 
a d the War" under the by-line of William L. Patterson, in this :f 
article Patterson criticized congressman Dawson for "red baiting" | 
and his support of congressman Martin Dies. Patterson accused 
Dawson of a "narrow factional attitude against other Negro leaders" | 
and "blind adherence to partisan politics." The "Daily Worker," | 
issue dated August 25, 1946, in an article under the by-line of I 
Benjamin j. Davis, criticized congressman Dawson for a "do-nothing Jj 
attitude." An additional article by Benjamin J. Davis appearing 
in the "Daily Worker" of February 6, 1949, was highly critical of || 
Dawson who had been recently appointed Chairman of the House committel|| 
on Expenditures. Davis stated that Dawson had "never given the fi 
impression of being more than a party 'hack' and had never given a 
real battle for Negro rights." (100-135-AJ 100-3-75-A) " if 

National Committee for Fair m 

EmpT oymen o prac t ice ; ' J 

On January 2b, 1944, Congressman William Dawson Jj 

| introduced a permanent Fair Employment practice Bill in the House J§ 
j of Representatives. The Bill was in opposition to a similar bill |i 
i sponsored by Congressman Vito Mareantonio, Harcantonio was alleged!! 


to have stated there was no fundamental difference in his 
that offered by paw soil. 


bill and 





U'-Tin.: Septemovr, i , paw ton was on: a three- 

man comu.i u%ce who arranged a confarei.ee with "resident 
Roosevelt concerning the Fair fimgloyment tract ice ,-ct. 

During Febnn.r g, 1 j-. 5, Dawson was a sponsor of the House of 
| Representatives 1 ’ } i -Partisan. P~ r man cm Convince ?i 11 on Fair 
fimgloyment Rrac; ices. (100-125-53-16, p,6 and 100-272184-3, p,7) 

Corvva ct wi t h the Ft ureau : 


On December 12, 194 Dawson was interviewed by 
Mr, Nichols after he, Davison, had attempted to see the 
Director , concerning the loyalty of one John 7 , Davis, a 
writer whom Dawson at that time was considering for employ- 
ment, Davis had bee; . connected with the National Negro 
Congress and was formerly employed by Vito Marcantonio, 

During his discussion with " ! r, Nichols, Dawson stated that 
it vias his belief that though Davis had been foolish in the 
past "in the last few years he iiud not only been anti-Russian 
but anti-Communist," During the interview, Dawson was 


highly complimentary of the Director and the 
sequently , Davis , as publisher of "Our „ or Id 
demonstrated an anti-Communist attitude , In 
issue of the above magazine, Davis presented 
layout on the FBI, Thereafter the Bureau se; 
letters to D avis and Davison, (100-29058-30; 


Bureau, Sus- 
Magasine , 1 
the July, 1950, 
a seven-page 
. * c o >'d i al 
1C 0 -352331 ) 
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Office Memorandum • united stati! government 


OM : 


■'.. •} „• V 


OGhbOV 


date: January 4, If 5 A 


SUBJECT: 


• > I : i / 1 • ) : 


.{/■* 


official of r Cl 
’.?. v;t d e n c e ri e v e 1 o p 
•avsoi and won 


. .e; erer.ee isy memoraruum .'a ted b ; - co"" v • 1( , 1 : 53 

‘concerning name cl ec’ s received from ' or !f r Senators 
a: id Congressmen who . re tc be invited to the I er.tr/ron if}? 

earl}' in January , 1954, for briefing on future b. S. far f * 
Mars. Vw referenced memorandum, indices search confined 
to main files and rate will be furnished to r ~2 onT - where 
1 n vo st. lye t ion iy- Iwer; conducted. “U.file s reflect ’’-ants on 
active in 111 inois State politics If 30 to 194", and has 
served in ! louse* of J. ...present a lives since 1942. In 194o 
Dawson wa subject of bribery investigation based on alleged 
efforts to obtain by bribery i referred treat. vent for an 
official of a Chicago .Cattery Company. bo corroborating 
evidence developed with regard to allegation of bribe by 
•av'soi 'rid upon interview Dawson denied o ; ’ferir,:'" any payment.. 

■ I'-nited States d forney declined prosecution of Dawson iecause 
of insufficient evidence of guilt. '-attary Company of "icial 
apprehended making bribe and. pleaded nolo contendere and 
received g 25 C fin**-- - : nd probatior . Imwson ’ s office clerk, 

. -rederick r 1 1 s indicted by Federal brand Jury on bribery 
charge at Chicago or February 1 9 , 19 52, and trial pending, 
v Several sources indicate Dawson involved in policy racket 
in Chicago and has connection with criminal syndicate; further 
that Dawson he s been affiliated with several cited organise- j 
tions nno lias supported Communist Party and Communist Party 
line. In turn, however, Dawson has been criticised by QJ* 

Communist Fress. Dawson also active in anti-Poll Tax and 
F.E.F.C. legislation. These allegations have not been 
confirmed by investigation and therefore are not being 
cl i s s em i n a t ed t C - . 
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hECOIihOnDATIOK : 

If you a i prove, the attached memorandum 
summarizing; the bribery investigation conducted concerning 
Congressman Dawson will be furnished r --2 in answer to 
their request. / V* 


■ \ 

V .Vi\.'\W V LOV 

! r % 


DETAILS: 

Reference is made to my memorandum dated December 16, 
1953 , concerning name checks submitted by 0-2 or. 129 Senators 
and Congressmen who are to attend a conference at the Pentagon 
early in January, 1954. According to 0-2 this conference is 
for the purpose of briefing the members of Congress on future 
U. 3. War Flans. As set forth in referenced memorandum the 
search in general indices was confined to main files and data 
will, be furnished to 0-2 only in instances where we have 
conducted investigations; otherwise, 0-2 will be advised that 
we have conducted no investigation. Congressman William L. 
Dawson (Democrat-Illinois) was one of the individuals on whom 
name checks were submitted. 






llffid rf Jy* AJ 


• lv i'riM'! l^d’Sif'o 1 *’$ ~ >1 '<r'r 


tsm 


Information lias been received from several sources 
that Dawson has been involved in policy rackets in Chicago 
and has connections with a criminal syndicate; further, that 
Dawson has been affiliated with several cited organizations 
and has supported the Communist Party and the Communist Party 
lin-:. In turn, however, he has been criticised by the 
Communist tress. He lias also been active in Anti-Poll 
and P. 0.1.0. legislation. This information has not been 
confirmed, by investigation and therefore is not being 
disseminated to 0-2. 


January 12, 195 A 


n ' i 


I.: VI v-aV‘iO!: 


The following information is being furnished !n 
response to your request for information concerning the 
above-named individual: 


T.olton 

U>td 

Nichols 
liflmont . 



(ilavin 

lUrbo 

Rosen 

Tiicy 

Geurty 

; Mohr — — 
Mr [ •intenowd — 
k t ' / 'Tele. Room - 
: J / ilolloaan. — 


In February, 191*6, an employe© of the Civilian 
I- reduction administration in V->sMngton, C. alleged he 
had been contacted by Congressman ' illiara bevi r 7<waon of 
Illinois who advised that this employee could receive one 
or two thousand dollars if he arranged for the Apex Cattery 
Company of Chicago, Illinois, to receive extra allotments 
of lead for the manufacture of batteries, "~ho employe© 
advised that through awson he met Bernard -weet, Vice Presi- 
dent of the Apex Battery Company, curing the Bureau investi- 
gation of thin matter a payoff was made of 2,000 by Cvreot to 9 
the Government employee. 3weet was immediately taken into 1 
custody. In subsequent interrogation Sweet admitted his - 4 
own guilt, but declined to acknowledge Dawson’s participation §f 
in the case in any manner. Congressman Dawson was interviewed 1 
in <f firch, 1946, and admitted that he had talked to the '% 

Civilian Production Administration employee but denied i; 

offering any funds for any consideration. Congressman c 

awson claimed that his only interest was to assist a 
constituent, Sweet , of the Apex Battery Company, The facts 
concerning lawaqn’s alleged participation in the bribery J 
offer were furrni'Bhed to the office of the I’nitad States '% 

Attorney in ’ Washington, I). C., which office declined 
nrosecutive action with regard to 'awson in view of ■§, 

insufficient evidence, Sweat subsequently entered e plea ^ 
of nolo contendere and received a sentence of #250 fine 
probation for four months to one year in V, G, District Coiw% 
r or the District of Columbia, bo additional Information w«a9?i 
revel ©rod to substantiate the allegation concerning Congress^ 
man i awson. \ 'i$f 

t '• • - ^ 

to additional investigation has boon conducted by | 
this ; iuroru pertinent to your Inquiry concerning Congressman!; 
■'illioiR Devi Dawson. ^ X j 

■y/ - . ly yj, 

Orig. to G-2 , ,, /. ~ jits'/ I j ■$* 

rteouest received fr^r- * = t7?3T'J " ;s§j 



^ ^ ^ .. iff ! . . jgt 

Afly . ; i - : . .... . XL^Ms^ 
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-at. ' '■"'jl";-J&'<'& 


•■Jfswca: :;C- ■&**■ •; 

* • -V " 4 f -'' t f. . *f 


■ -- g&*M£i 


»•■. r : t •'.if'; 

t ■■ 
• • *■?* 


The foregoing information is being furnished 
r*s the result of your request for an FBI file check only 
and is not to be construed as a clearance or a nonclear^no 
of the individual involved* It ia for your information 
is not to be disseminated outside of your agency. 
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DERAl BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF IUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS StCT!0:l 


APR % 0 
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FBI CHICAGO 


'DIRECTOR 


4-20-54 


5-25 PM 


URGENT 



U, REPRESENTATIVE-^IAWSON, R., ILL., INFORMATION CONCERNING. AS RESULT 

„ . 

lOi INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED INTO GANG MURDERS OF ANTHONY AND JAMES PAPE, ^ 

I CG,, ILL,, APRIL TEN LAST, IT IS BELIEVED NEWSPAPER EXPOSE IS BEING PRE- 
PARED INTO PAYOFFS AND POLITICAL INTRIGUE OF ABOVE REPRESENTATIVE. 
jsKCETLY PRIOR TO KILLING OF ANTHONY PAPE, WIFE OVERHEARD REMARK MADE BY 

1 VICTIM THAT HE HAD TO SEE QUOTE CRACKY TO HAVE THING S FIXED BEgORE 

THEY GOT HIM UNQUOTE. IN AN EFFORT TO ASSIST POLICE 

CONTACTED AS TO IDENTITY OF CRACKY. INFORMANT ADVISED CRACKY 

I IS JOE MENDINO WHOM INFORMANT DESCRIBED AS ONE OF ORIGINAL MEMBERS OLD 

CAAONE SYNDICATE AMD WHO HAD LARGE FINANCIAL INTEREST IN SPORTSHAN-S 

■PARK RACE TRACK, CG, WHICH TRACK IS ALLEGED TO BE OPERATED BY SYNDICATE 

gKZMDINO-S PARTICULAR JOB WAS TO ARRANGE PAYOFFS TO POLITICIANS BOTH LOCAL 

Ito STATE FOR FAVORS RECEIVED BY SPORTSMAN-S PARK. MENDINO FURTHER ALLES 
I 

|tO HANDLE PAYOFF FOR OPERATION OF ALL ILLEGAL HANDBOOKS THROUGHOUT THJ$S 
|lERRITORY TO VARIOUS LOCAL POLITICIANS. THIS INFO FURNISHED TO CHIEF 

I JOHN T. O-MALLEY, CG PD. O-MALLEY TODAY ADVISED THIS INFO EXTREMELY 

t 

HELPFUL IN INVESTIATION OF KILLINGS AJiD -RESULTED IN/ DEVELOPMENT OF SUF- , 

~ T ; / o?''— • 

inciENT INFO CONERNING MENDINO-S CONNECTION TO BLOW CHICAGO— ' . ^ _ 

CITY HALL COMPLETELY OUT OF, VJ^TEft, HE FURTHER ADVISED THASTYAS.PA 'RESULT 

f END PAGE ONE [MrT^son] piORDtD ; - 9] - • 

: .. . -• . • '■ - r.v'T-J 

l QQtrR— LNE'*t3" LST 





O-CE TWO 


OF INVESTIGATION OF MENDINO THEY HAD IDENTIFIED AN INDIVIDUAL, A NEGRO; 
WHO FORMERLY SERVED ON ILL. STATE RACING COMMISSION BOARD, WHO IS FUR-,; 
WISHING ALL DETAILS AS TO PAYOFFS AND WHO O-MALLEY STATES HAS FURNISHED 
SUFFICIENT INFO TO COMPLETELY WIPE OUT REPUBLICAN CONTROL OF FIFTH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF ILL. AND REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON. O-MALLEY FU 
THER STATED THIS INDIVIDUAL IS IN THE COUNTY JAiL AND AT PRESENT TIME 
IS FURNISHING INFO CONERNING REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON TO A REPRESENTA- 
TIVE OF QUOTE SUN TIMES UNQUOTE NEWSPAPER WHICH IS PLANNING GIGANTIC 
EXPOSE AGAINST REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON AN D IN ALL PROBAB ILITY GOVERNOR 
STRATTON OF J LL I NO I S . ~~ 

BANISTER ii 


END AND ACK PLS 


6-31 PM OK FBI WA JG 







i,v f ,y -"V 


Mr, Tol?nn>Jj3 
Mr, TU>n r^tnunSl 

M - . \: ; s o ••.**_••'£# 


"E 0 rRAL B U .' .': ;. ; ; u* r* .XSTI IS A r ! ? 
*J. G- DPPArr:.!ENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

im 2 i.to 

TELETYPE 


Fb/, CHICAGO 


IRECTOR, FBI 


4-21-54 


I fD PVMT 

• * I 4 'JiU’uM i ft ft ft ft 


12-OSAH 


JUT 


U. S, REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON, R., ILL,, INFO CONCERNING. RE CG TT-S 
FOUR DASH TWENTY LAST AND BUREAU PHONE CALLS SANE DATE. CITY 

DESKS OF CHICAGO DAILY NEWS AND CHICAGO TRIBUNE, BOTH CG NEWSPAPERS || 
ADVISE THAT REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON IS A DEMOCRAT FROM FIRST DIST. Jj 

OF ILLINOIS WHICH IS CONSIDERED UNDER DEMOCRAT CONTROL. THE REFERENCE^! 
TO REPUBLICAN CONTROL AND THE FIFTH DIST. BY CAPT. O-MALLEY, CG, PD ;| 

WAS OBVIOUSLY AN ERRONEOUS REFERENCE TO DAWSON OF THE DEMOCRATIC 1 

FIRST DIST. | 

BANISTER Jj 

END ACK PLS 1 


Ml 14 AM OK FBI WA ELR 


# — 

!3 APR 23 1354 
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|r, Rosen 


r^; MU. KOSEN 


1ROR “T 

\JK division 
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I, CHICAGO 
DIRECTOR, FBI 


federal bureau of investigation 

U, S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
APR 2 0 1954 
teletype 


4-20-54 


• . .URGENT. « « 


(VM- 


9- 02PM 


I Mr. Tolson 

z // I Mr. BoiuMnmrO 
/ C v J Mr. Nicln V- 
I Mr. IU-ln-.: -.t 

fet"'":/ 

| Mr. Tsmn 
r , l Mr. Tiv 

fiK Mr. Mm ■ 

• Mr. W • 

Tele. K'l "' 1 
Mr. 11 - i! ■■ - 

Mis$ 


pf: 

II;' 
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m 

% 
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U. S. REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON, R. , ILL., INFO CONCERNING. RE' MY ' 

TEL TO THE DIRECTOR AND BUREAU PHONE CALL TO CG THIS DATE. RE TEL 
CONTAINS INFO REGARDING POLITICAL AFFILIATION OF REPRESENTATIVE / 
DAWSON AS FURNISHED BY CAPT. JOHN T, O-MALLEY, CHIEF OF DETECTIVES, 
CG PD AND NOT VERIFIED AS TO PARTY OR DISTRICT. CHIEF O-MALLEY 
CONTACTED AGENT THIS OFFICE AND REQUESTED ASSISTANCE TO IDENTIFY 
"CRACKY” FROM ANY SOURCE. LOCAL CONTACT WAS I 


nfr 7 

Hr/. 

sSc 




US MATTER POLICE COOPERATION. 


BANISTER 


END ACK PLS 


WA10-06 PM OK FBI WA JG 
DISC 
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ft I. R. 
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is APR 23 13W 
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fffWiUl BURCAU OMKVtSTIGATlOK W' 
U. S. DEPARTMfNl Of JUSTICE 

teSJilCATSBHS SECTION 
I i'R 2 l 1954 


i Hr. To’*'' 


sr 
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FBI CHICAGO 


4-21-54 


3- 01 PM 


/DIRECTOR URGENT 


U, S. REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON, INFO CONERNINING. RECGTEL APRIL TWENTY | 
LAST. CHIEF 0-MALLEY RECONTACTED AND IDENTITY OF INDIVIDUAL FURNISHING^ 

c 

INFO DETERMINED TO BE] I PRESENTLY IN CUSTODY S 


ON APPEAL FROM 


AMD HAS HAD PRIOR ARRESTS. 


HAS CG FD NO. 


O-MALLEY DOES MOT HAVE 


FULL DETAILS OF INFO FURNISHED BY 


IN CUSTODY OF STATE -Si! 


ATTORNEY. HAS BEEN ADVISED THAT CHARGES MADE CONCERN GAMBLING AND 
VICE IN FIFTH POLICE DISTRICT, WHICH IS NEGRO SECTION WITHIN HIS 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, ALLEGEDLY CONTROLLED BY REP. DAWSON. BELIEVES 
INFO CONCERNING DAWSON WILL PROBABLY RELATE TO CONTROL OF POLICY RACKET 


WHICH HAS BEEN RUMORED BEFORE. HOWEVER THIS IS SUPPOSITION ON HIS PART, § 

V / ‘‘ C 

NOT FACT, IT HAS BEEN ASCERTAINED SUN TIMES NEWSPAPER HOLDING OFF 


EXPOSE AS MATERIAL TOO HOT WITHOUT CORROBORATION AND 


.rS-aa*?- 3X 

BORATION AND CORROB& 


RATION 


DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 2 


BANISTER 
HOLD PLS 


‘ i’onon} 


c \$ "" 

’ 9 APR 23 1954 
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Office Memorandum • united states government ? 




m 


FROM 


Mr. Rose 


Mr. Price \ 

i.J 


DATE: April 21, 1954 f 

TolflQP T ; 


SUBJECT: y, g. REPRESENT ATI VE WILLIAM LEVI DAWSON / ^ 

(Dem. - Illinois), Chicago, Illinois 

SYNOPSIS: V- 

— — - • -v. 

Tf 

This memorandum is to furnish you the information re- f 

. ce.lved by the Chicago Office concerning the cllegea payoff by a 'RfJEZ 

racing syndicate to Congressman William Levi Dawson ( Dem. -Ill) , . :| 

the Governor of Illinois and the Mayor of Chicago. f 

ASAC Roy Moore of Chicago Office telephonically advised at | 

5:03 p.m., 4-20-54 that local authorities have been investigating 4 

apparent gangland slaying of Anthony and James Pape, 4-10-54. Chief of j 
Detectives John O’Malley, Chicago PD, advised Chicago Office that |p 

according to his investigation these slayings were ordered, by Joseph I 
Mendino, alias Joe Crackers, Lake Forest, Illinois, described as an old 4 
member of Capone gang and large stockholder in Sportsman's Park, Chicago! 


O’Malley advised he had a 
formation indicating that ’-'endino 


Negro in jail who 


?urni shing 


racing syndicate have been 


paying off Congressman William Levi Dawson of Chicago, the Governor of i 
Illinois and the Mayor of Chicago . Moore advised a reporter for .he i? 
"Chicago .Siuv-Te le graph " was interviewing the police informant ana that 
the information concerning the payoffs would probably appear in Chicago • 
papers today. * ' R 

gj 

? t Chicago submitted teletype with further details 4-20-54 advisi 
that just before killing of Anthony Pape his wife overheerd him say h e/? j 
had to "see ’Cracky’ to have things fixed before they got him." 


Chicago advises Chief O’Malley requested the office to furnish I 
assistance in identifying ’’C racky.’’ Chicago in effort to assi st police 
contacted criminal informant [, W ho 

advised Cracky is Joe Mendino 1 , described by informant as one of the 
original members of old Capone syndicate having large financial interest 
in Sportsman's Park Race Track, Chicago. Informant said track operated 
oy syndicate and Mendino’ s job was arranging payoffs to local and state 
politicians for favors received by Sportsman's Park* Mendino ..alleged 
also to handle payoff to various local politic! an£ > ''i'or^<5peratiR5n‘' of all 
illegal handbooks throughout Chicago territory..,. ~ 

Chicago advised information given by informant furnished to 
O'Malley who said it was extremely helpful in9iA?B£&4$S£ion 0 f killings 
ana resulted in development of sufficient information concerning 
Mendino' s connection to blow Chicago's City H e - H. — c omp 1 e T 5T 7 cut of water. 
O’Malley further advised Investigation of Mendino identified a Negro 
formerly serving on Illinois State Racing Commission Boar<$Vno is 
furnishing to police all details as to payoffs. 0’Malle& advised Chicago 
ioffice this person has furnished sufficient inf ormatiorr^o completely \ 

IwIoa nnh RAtVPfi p. An t e rifiusrtnv. 


.ings 


ilurnishing to police all details as to payoffs. O’Mall 
lOffice this person has furnished sufficient information 
|wipe out Representative Dawson. • 

?r)MAy T fi5 19 54 1 -" 3X I 

JLfii Mr. Nichols JGLsrfirs 
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A memorandum i.i be .in. arc area /'or one ’•■bnd bivl.M on 
■re t' ant eettinf '’ortd fc.au pertinent information furni .ec 
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Memorandum to V. r. Rosen 


DETAILS: 


ASAC Roy Moore of the Chicago OiTice advised at 5:05 p.m. , 
4-20-L4 that local authorities had been investigating the apparent 
gangland slaying of Anthony and Jane s Pape. Chief of Detectives 
John O'Malley, Chicago PD, advised the Chicago Office that according 
I to his investigation these slayings were ordered by Joseph Mendino, 
alias Joe Crackers, of Lake Forest, Illinois, an old member of the 
Capone gang and a large stockholder in Sportsman's Park, Chicago. 


O'Malley advise 
j j in jail who was talking 
If and the racing syndicate 
the Governor of Illinois 
to Moore, a reporter for 
the police informant for 
would probably appear in 
to submit a teletype con 


d the Chicago Office that he then had a Negro 
and whose information indicated that Mendino 
have been paying off the Mayor of Chicago, 
and Congressman William Levi Dawson. According 
the 'Chicago Sun- Tele graph" was interviewing | 
vhich reason he indicated the above information 
Chicago newspapers 4“ 21- 54 • Moore was instruct®! 
taining full details concerning this. 


In a teletype dated 4“ 20-54 > 
prior to the killing of Anthony Pape, 
overheard him remark that he had to " 

before they cot him." Tn an effort t 

informant | 

was contacted and she identified Crac 
cribed os one of the original members 
had a large financial interest in Spo 
which track is allegedly operated by 


Chicago advised that shortly j 

which occurred 4“ 10 “54 > his wife : .f 
see 'Cracky' to have things fixed £ 
n assist police Chicago criminal 

|, a regularly paid informant,!® 

ky as Joe Mendino, who she des- f 
of the old Capone syndicate who 
rtsmen's Park Race Track, Chicago, f 
a criminal syndicate. 4 


pr 


$>;■ 

I 

i 


The informant advised Mendino' s particular job was to arrange ;j 
payoffs to both local and state politicians for favors received by 
Sportsman's Park. It was also alleged that Mendino handled the payoff! 
to various local politicians for the operation of all illegal handbooks! 
throughout the Chicago territory. According to the Chicago teletype 
this information was furnished to Chief John T. O'Malley, Chicago PD, % 
who advised the Chicago Office on 4-20-54 that the information had 
been extremely helpful in the investigation of the killings. O' Malley! 
advised the investigation had resulted in the development of sufficient 
information concerning Mendino* s connection to blow Chicago’s City Half 
completely out of the water. According to the Chicago teletype 0* Malle; 
also said that as a result of the investigation of Mendino they had ! 
identified a Negro who formerly served on the Illinois St&berJRacing 
Commission Board who was furnishing all details as to payoff's. 0’Mall« 
stotod this individual had furnished sufficient information to $ 

completely wipe out Republican control of the 5th Congressional Distri 
of Illinois and Representative Dawson. O'Malley also stated that thi«j’. ;5 
person was then in the county jail and was furnishing information con- 
, cerning Dawson to a representative of the "Sun-Times" which was planni 
\\a gigantic expose of Representative Dawson and in all probability ,•? 

O 4- *- 4- ^ ~ f Til ? vn J '$8* 


10; 

R 

I'v 

II 


Governor Stratton of Illinois. 


mt 


-3- 




Memorandum to Mr. Ho ten 


It was necessary to recontact the Chicago Office for clari- J 
fying information inasmuch as they had indicated Dawson was c Republican 3 
and had made reference to Republican control of the 5th Congressional 
District of Illinois. T'"e Congressional Directory indicates that M 

Dawson is a Democrat from the 1st Congressional District of Illinois. 9 
Also, the Chicago Office had merely described O'Malley as Chief John 
T. O'Malley, Chicago PD, without indicating he was Chief of Detectives 
and not Chief of the Police Department. 


With regard to fcnese matters, the Chicago Office advised by 
teletype of 4.-20-54 that the information as to Dawson's political 
affiliation as furnished to the office by O'Malley had. not been veri- 
fied by Chicago as to party or district. In a subsequent teletype 
today, Chicago advised that newspapers in Chicago advised that Dawson 
is a Democrat from the 1st District of Illinois, which is considered 
under Democrat control. Chicago advised that the reference to 
Republican control and the 5th District by Captain O'Malley was an 
obviously erroneous reference to Dawson of the Democratic 1st District. 


J 


The crime survey report' of the Chicago Division indicated 
that Dawson was connected with the policy racket in Chicago and was 
receiving payoffs. (62-7514-7 -9-62) . 


The files also reflect that Dawson was the subject of c 
Bureau bribery investigation in 194-6 which involved an allegation that 
he made an effort to obtain preferred treatment for an official of a 
Chicago battery company, prosecution was not authorized in this case. 


. The files also reflect concernin 

I affiliated with 8 organizations cited 
} supported the Communist Party and the 
i Dawson was criticized in "The Worker” 

] and his support of Congressman Martin 


Dawson that he has 


oeen 

by the Attorney General and has 
Communist Party line. Also, 
of 5-2-43 for "red baiting" 
Dies. A detailed summary of 


information concerning Dawson dated 4--21-53 is attached. 


The Bureau files do not reflect any information indicating 
•.on nr T 'avor TCennellv of Chicago are affiliated 


that Governor Stratton or Mayor Kennelly of Chicago are affiliated 
with the criminal element or have received any payoffs from racketeers. 


According to the Bureau files, Joseph Kendino and Anthony 
Pape, possibly identical with persons involved in instant matter, 
are well-known Chicago hoodlums end criminal characters. Anthony 
Pape, FBI #55 6008, was the subject of a Bureau investigation in 194-3 


■ 4 - 


vy,.gi 


* < • \ 


Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 


m 


in a case involving the the It of 603 cases oi* whiskey from the Steffke 
freight Company. Insufficient evidence to base prosecution was deve- 
lopod and the case was turned over to the Chicago PD. ( 62 - 7514 ? “9 “ 34 ) • 


1 hi- 
Nebraska; 


Joseph Mendino, FBI -76606 27 , was the subject of a ‘-ureau 
investigation in 1934 in a case involving the armed robbery and hi- i! 
jacking of a truck carrying an interstate shipment of eggs from Nebraska; 
to Chicago. ,T e was tried and received a sentence of 3 year:: in Federal:! 
Penitentiary. He was again the subject of a Bureau investigation in If 
1944 in a National Stolen Property Act case involving the armed robberyf 
of two gamblers at Miami and Miami Beach, Florida. Federal prosecution. ? 
was declined due to the attitude of the victims and the absence of h- 

interstate transportation of the loot. In 1944 Mendino was a subject | 

in a cose involving the theft of 2^0 cases of cigarettes from the | 

Standard Freight Lines, Inc., Chicago, Illinois. No prosecution | 

resulted in this cose. On 3-7-45 Mendino was arrested by Bureau Agents f 
at Chicago, Illinois, in connection with the robbery of the Earnetz 
Bank and Trust Company, Middletown, Ohio, 11-23-44* Mendino was | 

released when he could not be identified as one of the persons who g 

perpetrated this robbery. (87-12304-9-7) • 

Bureau files reflect that James Pape, apparently identical 
with victim, who is brother of Anthony Pape, was a post office messenger 
in Chicago in 1944* No information was located as to his involvement 
in criminal activities. ( 15>-10l5l-26) . 

Identification records for Joseph Mendino, Anthony Pape and 
James Pape are attached. 
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ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J*ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 


>60 627 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


HI' 


It: 

r 


1 ( I Director. '■%<$& 

\J :| 

is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. ^ 


;}ji; 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


13’:-' d o IT ION 


JfA: 

m 


!Sy 

i 

m 


Police Department 
Chicego Illinois 
Polioe Department 
Oak Park 
Illinoie 

Polioe Department 
Evansville 
Indiana 
United States 
Marshal 

Chioago Illinois 
United States 

Penitentiary 

Leavenworth 

Kansas 

Federal Prison 
Camp #11 
Kooskia Idaho 


Joe Mandril na 
#0-13824 
Joseph Mandiro 
^31Q 

Joseph Mandrino 
#5319 

Joe Mendino 
#12541 

jJoe Mendino 
!#46289 


Joe Mendino 
#91-K 


ICounty Jail Joseph Mendino 

1 Chioago Illinois #54523 


Whited States 
| Marshal 

f Chicago Illinois 


Joe Mandino 
#11326 


October robbery 

Or?.! tine! Cou: 

4 1928 

■'•hC'Xi 

February disorderly 

fined $5 and 

27 1933 conduct 

costs 

April vagrancy 

May 6 1933 

28 1933 

fined $60 


suspended 

July 5 interstate 

3 years 

1934 shipment 

Leavenworth 

February theft from 

3 years 

9 3.935 interstate 

July 3 1936 

i 

discharged 


July 6 inot given 
1936 i 
in 

transfer 

from 

United 

States 

i Penitentiary 
'Leavenworth 
Kansas J 

: March 7 j bank robbery 


Kooskia Idaho 


April 29 1937 

conditional 

release 


1945 

j United 
March 7 • bank robbery 
1945 


March 10 1945 
delivered to 
States Marshal 
April 2 1945 
complaint 
saed 


3X 1 


[ Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are liased on data 
INVKSTIGAITvTi EADs" 1118 indlVK UU 8 ° f the Ba,,Ie or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 


ttui-skr* CL0§unt 


10 — 15190-3 0. t. pnthiiHC orrict 


Atited states depaktment of .Ari 

™ FKDMHATj liUHMAU OF LNVKSTIOATI^T 


WASHINGTON 25. !). C. 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


Director . 


is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


DISPOSITIO.S 


As J'v.apiv hbndirci yo*'93M I| /a'.' Ic vpi i^lcvy. 
Illinois general .principle o < 

As Joseph Wendinq ■rO-590'Vj' Police 0 . zob Chinos 
Illinois general {principles . ; 

A e -Jo 1 :: V'muMno Odun by Jail Chicago Illinois 1928 
robbery! ■■ your. I j ■ 

As Joseph fentliro County Jail Ghio^o Illinois 1929 
robbery; 1 year. ; 

Ps -.'for. M'rndrina ^C- 13824 Police Stepartmant Chicago 
■'Illino&o robbery jplea to petty larcsny 3ferch lA 1929 
p. yea*:* County JeqX and i>i 

J'ciwoh K-sndeno ?fd-3S296' June 1 1932 .’'Ined $90 raid 
icorri;?. VS P.022. 1 

Jac Joseph Mendouo vrC‘-392:-?(> Juno hs? >:••»* 1932 no bill 
robbery . i 

:\s Joseph Mentiinq ffC-SVil'j Pollen department Chicago 

[Illinois July 26 ;1938 general prdnuiples. : 

jAe Joseph Sfendind Police iteparfcftenfc Chicago Illinois 

|Dec ember 1 1938 general principles. I 

{As Joseph ffend inc Police ijtepartraent Chicago Illinois 

iSeptomtoer 16 iQhk general I principles . j 

|As Joseph Mendina Police department Chicago Illinois 

{conspiracy October 19 19-!-$ indicted by October Term 

>1944 Qrancl Jury. I | 


gjNotatioiiB indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations arc bu^HH 
* bed this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ommm 
•ATIVE LEADS. «»..««. 

'Vit 


fUTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JJriCE 

” FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI^T 


WASHINGTON 25, I). C. 


66C 62 7 




Director. 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 


, is furnished FOB OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


DISPOSITION 


1 jjj 


eral Bureau Joseph Kendino March b 

Of Investigation $91-720 1945 


Chicago Illinois 


bank robbery 


phis case is entered In the Single Fingerprint files 
lof the Bureau under //S 46o. 


April 2 1945 

complaint 

dismissed 






58 -: 


3 X 1 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on da* 
furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY 
INVESTIftATIVR T.F.AHS 


m 



lft— 15190-3 u. i. corcitoUNT MINTIb# OfftCS 




m 






; .*v ;; 

* v 

* i; ’••■■■ 

«*. #. ,.. «♦» / “.'•; ; : yv 
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• ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JlttjlCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION^ 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 




The following FBI record, NUMBER 


556 003 






Mt r q ■sM»C;ai8 


\J WWtor - 

, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. | 


«?7 

£y 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


DISPOSITION 


W 1 


Felloe Department Tony Pape 
Ch.lo ago ,/,‘C - 2480*! 

Illinois 

State Penitentiary Tony Pane 
Joliet #6107 


August accessory before 


1930 


and after the 
fact robbery 


March murder 
25 


Illinois 


T4 years 
| April 18 1933 
'returned from 
writ 

June 24 1940 
discharged 


% 

S*', 


Array Service 

Anthony Pape 

laborer 


".‘if 

Forces i ; 

Array 

r4 3**CCD- 12- PUL 

June 

22 

1943 


1 

yj 

\ ! & 

M 

November 16 1943 

; Cook County Jail 

Anthony Pape 

.November 

larceny 

i Chicago 

I Illinois 

<“45374 

16 

1943 


bail given M.C.| 

[ Cook County Jail 

Anthony Pape 

December 

larceny 

December 6 1943 f 

! Chicago 
l I'J linols 

EC 

#45674 

' A 

1943 

etcetera 

bail given C.C.J 

•IS 

V ,-^j 

1 United States I 

Anthony Pape 

October 

Alcohol Tax 


1: Marshal 

E Chicago 

K Illinois i 

#13823 

111 

1 1946 


..Fa 

1 

(Bureau of Narcotic] 

1 Anthony Pape 

March 

Federal Narcotic U 

m Washington J 

m District of 
k Columbia 

#111-7117 

16 

1954 

Violation 


■United States 

Tony Pape 

March 

narcotic 

4 

4 

H. Marshal 
■^Chicago 

Hpi linois 

! #55533 

j 

17 

1954 

violation 
sale of heroin 

ik 

1 

■olice Department 

i 

i Anthony Pape 

March 

general 


^■Chicago 
^BlJ linols 

|#E-4S55 

17 

1954 

principles 



ft'.tA lions indicated by * ARE NOT RASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same Ttf,simila* injines or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
■INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 6 / ***" X fO — 15100-2 u. t. wvtRNMiHT HU*m 5 omce 




jITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J*ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25. II. C. 


y'5b OOS 


Director. ' . ! |j| 


The following FBI rm.nl, MIMBEH 


. is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


! name: and number 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


DISPOSITION 


run;-? .Pape House :>£ Correction Chicago 1 terra. 

Tony Pape Saint Charles 1 term. 

Tony i-'ar.o Cook County School for Boys 1 term. 

•tony Pape Parental School; 1 term. ! 

(the above notations as appearing on print #6107 J- 
Tony Pape Chicago September 23 1929 larcerjy 
; (as on print #C-24804). j | 

Ab Tony Pane September 23 1929 turned over to parole 
Officer of Saint, Charles] Illinois for violation o* 


wards , larceny bf automobile. m 

P -5 Tony Durante June 12 |930 probation 1 year petty * 

larceny . m 

#<i~248o4 Ton-" Pape October 2? 1930 stricken off robbery, m 
As Tony Paps' August 21 1931 fined $50.00 and costs M 

disorderly conduct. i M 

An Tony Pape September 1$ 1931 fine $200.00 m 

violation of Motor Vehicle Lav/. '.fj 

#0-33178 as Tony Pape October 30 1931 30 days House of 
Correction vagrancy . .1 

#c-84964 as Tony Pape Match 18 1932 sentenced to 14 ye aril 
Joliet Illinois Penitentiary #6107 murder: plea t 

i guilty discharged expiration of sentence £une 24 1940. & 

I As Anthony Pape #D-15l82; November 29 1941, general j 

; principles (as cjn Police Department Chicago Illinois M 

record sheet ) . i ! || 

As Anthony Fape !#D-271l4 November 24 1943; indicted by | 
November term 1948 Grand Jury on charge of grand larceny | 
if as on Police Department Chicago Illinois: record sheet).! 


sjfouiion* indicated by * AH K NOT BASED OX HXGKKPH1XTS IX FBI files. The notations are based on data 
.{wyrU|i(*(] this Bureau concerning individuals of the panic or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 





[ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JM|ICE 

" FEDEILVL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC^ 

WASHINGTON 25, I). C. 


'S56 008 




Director . 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


(Military 
i' Intelligence 

i Washington 
: District of 
| Columbia 
I (print returned) 


federal Bureau of Anthony Pape 
(Investigation #— 

’Chicago 

-Illinois 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


D1SPOSIT! 



not given theft from 
(print interstate 
received, shipment 
January ( suspect ) 
15 , 

1944 


1 v ' • : O V 1 

| j O A X 

I ^'Unions indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are has, mL.ii data 
I furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY' AS 
| to VliSTICATtVK LEADS. 




mmi 


mm 


l.;^ "/„ J: ' " '««TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HBjriCE 

lf- ;?S 'Z : -^ — m W’’ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

f WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 






mm® 


mrH 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


p-2 Army 
I Washington 
| District of 
I Columbia 
united States 
I Naval Training 
I Station Annex 
ft Great Lakes 
m Illinois 
Bivil Service 
i Commission 


.Tames VJjncenf 
Pape., #13329 


James Vincent 
Pape,#— 


James V, Pape 


Lvil Service 
Commission 


James V„ Pape 


)st Office- 1 


Slice Department 

iChicago 

llllinois 


Tames Vincent 
?ape 

i*207- POS -8 
Tames Pape 
i*FP 1545/10 


Mtrrj-NM*. 

Director, 


, is furnished FOE OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


ARUCRTED OR 
RCCEIVED 


11 * 


applicant 
January I 
21,1942 ! 


special 

delivery 

messenger 

v'S 

c:)-*** 

printed 

i:ay 20 , 

IS4g) 

■special 
delivery 
messenger 
i finger*- j 
printed ? 
January j 
10,1945) 
February ! First 
K8 , 1948 i Assle 


found 
shot to 
death in 
car 

(finger- 

printed 

Aoril 


Assistant, 

Chicago 

Illinois 


19 : 54 ] 


DISPOSITION 


| 3X] ! 

J . I , t j 

LNotalions Indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FI NCKUPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations arc based on data 
iftlmiHlicd this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 

JNVKST1CATIVE leads. , vOS0Ht SS- 3 A UfrMl - 




W ^ TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jJKTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIC 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


600 557 


The following Fill record, NUMBER 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.1 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


j ARRESTED OR I 
RECEIVED i 


CHARGE 

| 

DISPOSITION 


! 



Admits: 1944, disorderly conduct ; Chicago police, 

discharged . i 


° ‘••I 


' -v i 


B notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
Hfniahcd this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 

INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 


1ft— 15190-3 o. f. Govtaiiiim mimti** offict 


Assistant Attorney Dene mi 
'•’•'arre*; Olney Til 


April 26, 1951}- 


director, P" ' I 


WTf.M'r L'VI OA/SOii v 


...... 


7 to Curni sh you with ..Infer-- at ion wnich our 

Ohio *’<70 iHvisl.-n has received concernl .\r Congressman William 
Levi Onvfson of Chicago, Illinois, and others. 


Our Chicago Division has advised that local 
authorities have boon investigating the apparent gangland 
slaying of Anthony and James Pane on April 10, 19,51}.. It 
wns reported that shortly prior to the killing of Anthony 
Pane, his wi fe overheard a renark mrde by him that he had 
to "see ' Cracky ’ to hav-* things fixed before they got him." 


As a matter of cooperation with the Chicago Police 
Department, a confidential informant of our Chicago Division 
was contacted and identified "Cracky" as Joe Menditio. The 
informant describes Mendino as one of the original nfembsrs of 
the old Danone gang and reported tlvt he had a large financial 
interest in Sportsman’ a Park face Track, Chicago. This track, 
according to the informant, is alleged to be operated, by criminal 
interests. Mend.ino is said to have had the job of arranging 
payoffs to local !, nd state politicians for favors received bT 
Sportsman's Park. It war. also said that he allegedly handled 
payoffs to various local politicians for the opera. tioi&o^ ell 
illegal handbooks throughout the Chicago territory. *' 

% * 

Captain John T. i-’ Mai ley, Chief of Detec tlveslef d$he 
Chicago Police Department, has advised cur Chicago yiat 

the Information furnished by the Bureau's informant lik£Pb$&n 
extremely helpful in the investigation «bf the killings Jvdri&Lotrad 
above v Ich has resulted in the development of sufficient if2fdt£ 
mat ion concerning Mendi.no* s connection accord 'ng to CMalley^ to 
"blow Chicago City Hall eomolj&lfc^y put ^ t |he water.” 


Captain f ’’"alloy has further advised that as a result 
of their inve stigation of Kendlno. an individual ifod ^ ftr marly 

_ served on the 


iifkttUVjg'’ /:UA 


ad "been 


1 0~' 


TT 


' ! ♦ * 


vkj 

'2 0 fijiV .2 if 1954 


|whc furninhe^ defbJStatf f&V&jtfpyoCf s* 

19 1 





V -» 


Cant in O’Malley originally advised thot| |had furnished 

sufficient, inform t;1.on be completely wipe out Represen tative 
Dawson, He also advised as of April 20, 19^. J was in 

the county Jell and v*'s furnishing infer'"-' t ion concerning 
Representative Dawson to a representative of the "Sun Times" 
newspaper, which O’Malley said was planning an expose of Dawson 
and, in all probability. Governor Stratton of Illinois. It was 
subsequently ascertained that the "Sun Times" was withholding 
any exncae because the material involved iv this matter was too 
explosive to use without corroboration which is difficult to 
obtain. 


On *pril 23, 19!?i, Lieutenant John Olsen, State’s 
Attorney’s Police, Cook County, Illinois, and Captai n O’ Mall oy 
fldvl sod our Chicago Division that the 3tory given by | [ 

hod been furnished to State’s Attorney John Gutknecht, 

Cook County, Illinois, who contemplated no action at the time. 
Both Lieutenant Olson and Captain O’ Malley were of the opinion 
that some of the facts in k tory are true while others 

are questionable. Both doubt that an y action will be taken in 
li eu of co rroborating evidence. All of the details furnished 
by _meve not as yet been made available to either Olson 
or TDWTTey. 


The Bureau has conducted no investigation concerning 
this matter and the above is being furnished for your informa- 
tion. You will be advised of any further details of interact 
wMch come to the Bureau’s attention. 


NOTE: The information in this memorandum has been personally 
cleared with ASAC Roy K. Moore of the Chicago Office except 
that contained in the next to last paragraph on page 2 which 

■il 21. 


submitted to the Bureau in Chicago teletype of 


19; V 1 


f 




* rCDfii.il BURiA'i r.i iNvr f?Hi“ Allf!! 

U. S. Ml f u : ,v |j f ,||i, , |. | 

COMhui^iCAIiONi ScotlO.N 

f ? R 23 1954 

TELETYPE 


J FBI CHICAGO 

Hhrector 


4-23-54 

URGENT 


2-56 Fi 


Mr. 

fnifirttt 

Afr. 


Mr. 

Nithots 

■ Mr, 

ft el wont 

Mr. 

Gla.\4n 

Mr. 

Hkrbo— 

Mr. 

Rtk.^n 

Mr. 

Mr. 

ssat 

Mr. 

Mohr- .lii 

Mr. 

WinterroWcL- - 

Tele. 

- Room 

Mr. 

Holloman— . 

; Mias 

Giindv 

— 


I U. S. REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON, INFORMATION CONCERNING. RE PHONE CALL 
| INSPECTOR WINTERROUD THIS DATE. LT. JOHN OLSON, STATE-S ATTORNEY-S 
I POLICE, COOK GO,, AND CHIEF OF DETECTIVES JOHN O-MALLEY, CG PD, TODAY 


I INFORMED STORY GIVEN BY 


HAS BEEN FURNISHED STATE-S 


I ATTORNEY JOHN GUTKNECHT, COOK CO., WHO DOES NOT CONTEMPLATE ACTION 
AT THIS TIME. BOTH LT. OLSON AND CHIEF O-^NALLEY ARE OF OPINION SOME 
FACTS IN HIS STORY ARE TRUE AND OTHERS ARE QUESTIONABLE . BOTH DOUBT 
ANY ACTION IN LIKE OF CORROBORATING EVIDENCE. ALL DETAILS FURNISHED 
BY I hOT AVAILABLE TO EITHER OLSON OR O-MALLEY AS YET. IT IS 


FELT THAT IF SUN TIMES HAS NOT USED INFO FURNISHED BY 


TO DATE THEY.! 


■’ ARE FEARFUL OF LIBEL AND BELIEVE MATERIAL MUST BE QUESTIONABLE. ;| 

f BANISTER 3 ^4 7— EAf 

t' RECGRDED-I 1 f • . . i 


| BANISTER 

! CORR LNE 62 WRD 9 SLD BE "O-MALLEY" 

| | END AND ACK PLS 
4-00 PM OK FBI WA RD 

V Ur f Boson] 


8 MAY 1 3 1954 


v/' ^ kv 

v ; - ^ 

U ■' V> v 


K o 


o r 
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rrAHoARO ran* no. M 


Office M 


idum 


UNITED 


GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT : 


MR. PHI 


E. II. VJl'MTEHR^ff> 


CAL I... 


DATE: 4/26/54 

2:40 P.M. 

4/23/511 


WT LLIAM LEVI "DAWS ON 
CONGRESS M.1 M 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Tolson 

Lndd 

Nichols . 

Belmont 

C\' U 

Gitvtn 

Harho 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Mohr 

Trotter 

finterrowd _ 
Tele. Room — 

Holloman 

Miss Gandy - 


At the above time I spoke to ASAC Moore at 
Chioago, Illinois, and read to him the proposed 
memorandum to the Criminal Division in the captioned 
matter. He stated that it was all very satisfactory 
with him but efc the same time advised that the source 
making the allegati ons against Cong ressman Dawson and 
others whose name is l I is not believed 

to be fully reliable by the District Attorney’s Office 
(John Gutknecht) and Chief of Detectives John O'Malley, 
Chicago Police Department, He thought that in view of 
this a memorandum should be qualified, particularly 
since O'Malley as well as Lieutenant John Olson, who 
is assigned In ilia state i <? Attorney's Office, are 
skeptical of| story, 

Moore was told to submit a teletype in this 
matter and set out full details so that the memorandum 
to the Department could be properly worded. 
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TTTFRH IS AT' ACHED A COPY r F A SELF-EXPLANATORY MHHOHninrJK 
FRO*' A'"'"T r ’TAl'IT ATTORNEY GENERAL OLNEY OF THE CRIMINAL DIVI- 
SION OF THE DBPARTMBRT DATED APRIL P8 t 19^ , II; "ICSI HT- 
RT’OTjrsT" THAT CAPTAIN o*MAV.FY BF. ASKED TO FDRfllDH TIE 
RURFATJ 1 1TM A COPY OF THE ^A?TY f ENTD HADE BY 
I” T»TI° MATTER OR THAT CAPTAIF 0* HALLEY ADVISE '' 'FIR 


HJJrTANCE. CAPT/'ilH 0 f 1 5?. T . LEY EE IM-nPIAT 

JtC- 

FOR THIS aSpORMATIOTT A HD YCY' H!OA n ',P A I 'VISE THE 

RE^TLTS rf^TFR THAN FAY H, 19t54. 
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'Office memorandum » united states gov ^ rnmen ?™<^ 


1 


TO : Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 


DATE: April 28, 


a Mr. Harbo ... 
J\ Air. A 


* Mr. M .hi 



l|p4 from : Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General, 
£■ — Criminal Division 


subject: William Levi Dawson 
Congressman 
Chicago, Illinois 


m 

■k 


V0:mab j T n »^„. 

Mr. II \\ man 

51 - 23-127 ffrf 


■Mr n 


Reference is made to your memorandum of April 26, 1954 on 
the above sub ject In which me ntion is made of information being fur- 
nished by one] to Captain John T. O’Malley, Chief of 

Detectives of the Chicago Police Department and also to the ’Chicago 
Sun Times®. 

In view of the assistance which was rendered by the FBI to 
the Chicago Police Department in connection with their investigation 
I of this matter it would seem to be appropriate for agents of the Bureau 
to request Captain O’ Malle v to furnish the Bureau with a copy of the 

'statements made by or, at least, to advise the Bureau of their 

isubstance. This would appear appropriate inasmuch as revelations 
of the extensive nature suggested, if true, would in all probability 
disclose numerous violations of federal law, some of which may well be 
within the Bureau 1 s investigative jurisdiction. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Mr, Toteoa 

.-/ , Mr. Boardraan— 

7 / ^ Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Glrvin — ^ — 

1 ft® 


nlKI LL i i •. Jvlr. ?iIoViv — 4 

Transmit the following message to:<C L ’At. w n t«mwd_j 

/ ■' T R v,u 1 

I, cniC^t94-547) - AY 5, 1954 

DIRECTOR, FBI (All) 

3. REPRESENT AT IV I DAvffiOK, INFORMATION CONCERNING. UEBUAIRTEL i/30/54>' H ' • 
CHIEF OF DETECTIVES O';. ALLEY RECONTACTED PER RSAIRTSL AND ADVISED THAT 
HIS DEPARTMENT NOT IN POSSESSION OF WRITTEN STATIMEMTS OF I I 


INASMUCH AS 


IN CUSTODY AND CONTROL OF COOK COUNTY STATE'S ATTORNEY 


JOHN A. GUTKNECHT . GUTKNECHT CONTACTED AND ADVISED THAT 


lad give; 


SEVERAL STATS'! ENTS TO MEMBERS OF HIS OFFICE. HE ADVISED THAT THESE 


TAT FM ENTS MADE BY 


CONCERNED AI.LBIATIOKS AC A INST SEVEItAI IMPORTANT 


PEOPLE AND AGAINST MILTERS OF HIS OAT: STAFF . GUTKNECHT ADVISED THAT HE 
I HAD CAUSED AN INVESTIGATION TO BE MADE OF THE CHARGES AGAINST HIS STAFF 
AND HAD FOUND THEM UNFUNDED AND THEREFORE PLACED NO RELIANCE ON ANY OF 


THE ALLEGATIONS MADE BY 


GUTKNECHT FURTHER ADVISED THAT HE 


RECALLED THAT | ] ll! ONE OF HIS STATEMENTS HAD MADE CERTAIN ALLEGA- 
TIONS AGAINST U. S. REPi !SS ENTAT I VE DAWSON, THE PARTICULARS. .OF WHICH HE 
COULD NOT RECALL, BUT THAT HE WOULD MAKE HIS FILE CONCERNING THESE • 

,t‘.y 

n 

ALLS ATICNS AVAILABLE FOR REVIE.Y BY THIS OFFICE. HE ASSIGNED SAMUEL < 
PAPANEK, HIS ASSISTANT AND THE ONE WHO HAD TAKEN THE STATEMENTS FROM 

TO ASSIST AN AGENT OF THIS OFFICE. THE AGENT WAS PERMITTED TO 

I REVIEW THE STATFLIENT MADE B1 CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS AGAINST 


REVIEW THE STATFLIENT MADE B3 CONCERNING ALLEGATIONS AGAINST 

1 1 RECORDED * 22 / ~ 

CERTAIN POLICE OFFICE .S OF THE CHICAGO FOLICE DEPARTMENT BIT LAS NOT ALLO! 



Mr 

m 




JAL:pjf 

Approved:. 




Hill 4 S.L 


6 M’Y 6 1954 



FD-86 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


ro :'!v/i the state-sets ocnc alien th- .~“mt cm attorney's 

Iw liis ST ATM :Ei‘iT CONCERNING CHICAGO FL ALLEGES THAT DIF.IKG 


RIOD Vil-El 



STATFLlENi NOR ANY OF THE GENERAL ItFORLATION SET OUT HEREINAFTER .AS 


ALLEGED PYI 


THAT HE 


HAS BEEN VERIFIED BY THIS OFFICE. 


ALLEGED 



LOCATED ON SOUTH SIDE CL CHICAGO IN NEGRO DISTRICT IN 1952. HE ALLEGED 


THAT HE 


HAROLD PARKER WHOM HE DESCRIBED 


AS A BIG POWER IN FIFTH POLICE DISTRICT WHO ARRANGED FOR THE OPERATION 


OF HUIv'EROUS OTHER GAMBLING GAMES AND POLICY OPERATIONS. 


STATE: ENT 


m, [ his 


OF THESE PLACES TO 3E TURNED OVER TO TWO POLICE OFFICERS, CHARL ES 
HERRING AMD GEORGE SLITH, -OTH NEGRO OFFICERS. WORKING OUT OF THE POLICE 
COLFISSIONKR'S OFFICE ON SPECIAL DDi’AI'l . TO INVESTIGATE VICE IN NEGRO 


DISTRICT. AS TO THE STAT3.iF.NT NADS BY 


AGAINST GUTKHEChT 1 S STAFF , 


PAPANEK ADVISED THAT THEY CONCERNED ONLY THOSE INDIVIDUALS '.HO HAD 

PARTICIPATED IN THE ARIFS? AND PAvSECliTICN 01 

AND THAT HIS, PAPANEK' 5, : NVSSI CATION Cl THESE CHARGES HAD 

SHOWN THEE TO BK UNFOUNDED AND LED HIH TO RELIEVE THAT NO FAITH COULD 


Approved:. 


Special Agent in Charge 




FEDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 


FD-86 






!'K PLAC1WD IN ANYTHIN 


[said. however, this sca'h hi? .7.$ i:ot 


EXHIBITED TO AGENT. AFTER A COMPLETE SEARCH 07 THH| 

PAPAliRK HE ADVISED THAT HE COULD FIND NO STATEMENT -MADE bJ 


FILE BY 


|I 


MENTIONING REP. DAWSON. HE STATED THAT IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION TLIAT 


ONE ilAD DEEM HADE BY 


TO HE' AND THAT IT HAD PEE” REDUCED TO 


ViRITIHG BUT THAT ON FURTHER REFLECT K'K HE RSMIKBHRED "HAT THE STATE- 


KENTS HADE B1J 


ICONCERHIKG DAWSON HAD BEEN MADE AFTER HE HAD 


CONCLUDED HIS INVEST IGATIOK OF THE GUTKKKCKT STAFF CHARGES AND BECAUSE OF 


: HIS LOSS OF FAITH IN WHAT 


PAID DID NOT REDUCE I? TO WRITING. 


PAPAL EK ADVISED THAT HE RECALLED THAU 


STATE ENT AS TO REP. 


DAWSON WAS VERY GENERAL AND M OUNTED ONLY TO THE ALLEGATION THAT 


HAD ACTED AS COLLECTION RAN FOR DAWSON. PAPA?:EK ADVISED THAT 





SsSv 

§*.7;. 

jSjy.- 

P 

g£r ■ 
ijyjr. 


mi- 


WAS HOT’ SPECIFIC AS TO WHAT HE COLLECTED FOR AND GAVE NO NAMES, 


AMOUNTS, DATES OR REASON FOR COLLECTIONS . FAPANEK ADVISED THAT 

HAD BEEN INTERVIEWED SEVERAL TIMES BY NEWSPAPERMEN AI3 THAT HE HAD NO 


KNOWLEDGE OF ..HAT I 


HAD TOLD THE.!. HOWEVER, IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT 


HE HAD FURNISHED THEE MORE DETAILED INFORMATION. FAPANEK OFFERED TO 


r. : . 


i.:ake| Javailarle for interview f,y THIS OFFICE. "AGP THIS WILL 

NOT BE DONE NOR WILL ANY NEWSPAPER SOURCE FK APPROACHED FOR INFORMATION 
OBTAINED BY THE!,:. NO FURTHER INQUIRY PY THIS OFFICE, tACB. 

BANISTER 


0 C 1/ ; , s \ j - 


Approved:. 


Special Agent in Cbarge 
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Assistant Attorney 
Warren Olney III 


Goner .-.1 


May 10, 19. r 
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Director, FBI ^ 

SE 2t r l WILLIAM LEVI DAWSON, • 

CONGRESSMAN, 

CipjJAGO, ILLINOIS | 

Reference is made to your memorandum dated April 28T 
19 54» your file £1-23-127, (WO:mab), concerning captioned mat: 

I wanted to furnish you with information which our 
Chicago, Illinois, Division has received pursuant to your 
instructions in referenced memorandum. i| 

Chief of Detectives John 0 galley, Chicago Police f 
Department, was recontacted and he advised that hi s deoartm 
was not in possessi on of the written statements of 
inasmuch as |is in custody and control of Cook county 

State *s Attorney John A. Gutknecht. ^ 

'V-l* 

St ate's At torney Gutknecht was contacted and he y? 

advised that | | had given several statement s to memb ers 

of his office and that these statements made by| | 
concerned allegations against several important people and ..f 
against members of Gutknecht' s own staff. % ^ 


O _ 


Gutknecht further asserted that he had gauged an 
investigation to be made of the charges against"h£s S^aff ^nd 
he determined that these charges were unfounded and, jherr- f nrr 
he placed no reliance on any of the allegations made by 


Gutknecht further advised that ho recall^ t£at' 
in one of his statements, had made certain allegations L , 

U. S. Representative Wlllia ,m..Levi Dawson, the particulars oT ^ ft- 
which he could not recaTTf but~*sta¥ed he would make his file ^ ^ 
concerning these allegations available for review by the Ch$jcag&?K 

Division of this Bureau. He assigned Samuel Papanek, hi s 

assistant and the one who had taken the statements 'from E.V 

to assist an Agent of our Chicago Division.' 1 ^ 7 — ?»,.•' 


i 


SOU 

W 

thols 

tfmoat 



Itin— — -- 


1 i ; 


s \-.*3yc 


_ An Agent of our Ch icago Di vision - , Wtfs’- > - permitted to 

- review the statement made hy| | concerning: a'i^egafeions 

against certain police officers Ol 1 the Chicago' Police Department 

y but was not allowed to re y jew the statements concerning the 

- State's Attorney' s ‘office. ... / j •• 

.. . ^ *\ ^\j : / ! K 

~ HJI0? e*AJU^ M \ ■ / p 


P MAY 2 0 1 ^ ; 
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in his statement concerning the Chicago 


located on the south aide of nhioagn in tha 11 

in 1952. He alleged that I \ 

Har old ^aj^siG whom he described as a big power in the Fifth | 
Police District in Chicago, Illinois, who arranged for the 
operation of numerous other gambling games and policy operations*' 


be turned over to two police officers, Charles Herring and 
GeorgeSmith, both Negro officers workinToifrof i, W J Siicago 
PdIIbeuomrnissioner»s Office on special detail to investigat 


vice in the Negro district* 


As to the statement made by | l against Gutknecht*s i 
staff, papanek advised that they concerned only those _Lndi^ldnalt| 
who i ^ad par ticipated in the,arrest and prosecution of | ' jf§ 

on a |and that his, Papanek* s. Investigation 

of the 80 charges had shown them to be unfounded and Tea || 
to believe that no faith could b e placed in anyth tug | ,- : >M 
said* However, this statement | was not exhibited to fl 
our Agent. 1 1 '|s 


After a complete search of 



file 

bv Pane 

cement mad 

.e by 

I 


nek. 


his impression that one had been made by| | to bin, and 

that it had been reduced to writing, but that on fur th er 
reflect ion* papanek remembered that the statements made by 

I concerning Dawson had been made after he had concluded 
his investigation of the Gutknecht staff charges and because 
of his loss of faith in what| |said, papanek did not reduce 


of his loss of faith in what said, papanek did not ret 

it to writing. 

Papanek advised that he recalled that| 
statement as to U. S. Representative Daw son was y &ry general 
and amounted onl y to the allegation that I had acte d as 

or Dawson. Papanek advised thatf |was 










kJ $ iv. 


not speclfie as to what he collected for and gave no names, 
amounts, dates or reasons for the collections# 


Papanek offered to make 
interview by our Chicago Office# 


available for 


Our Chicago Office has not verified any of the alleeagj 
made nor has our Chicago Offioe conducted any other inv est JUra&l 
concerning this matter# 

Your advice is requested as to whether you desire 
any further investigation concerning this matter# 
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STANDARD PoRm NO. M 


Office Mermandum 


w* >*. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Roservvi. 


DATE: May 7, 1954 


FROM 


SUBJF.CT : 


Price/.''’ f'ti- 


WILLIAM LEVI DAWSON 

U. S. REPRESENTATIVE (Democrat) 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


&\rnm 

Cmix 

1 ) GUrii 

*K0»tS 

Tnicy 

Gtkivf 
Umkr 

Holloa, 


alt. 




This memorandum Is furnished to inform you of the results 1 
of contacts made by our Chicago Division pursuant" to instructions in 1 
a memorandum from Assistant Attorney General Warren Olney III dated . / 
April 20, 1954> regarding captioned individual, V. aA 

,f)\AAifZ y, 

A memorandum was furnished to you dated April 21, 195 Ll . with ( 
regard to information which an informant furnished the Chicago Police 
Department indicating that the racing sydnicate in Illinois has been 
paying ofi U. S, Congressman William Levi Dawson of Chicago, the 
Governor of Illinois and the Mayor of Chicago. This memorandum further 
advised that Chief of Detectives John O'Malley, Chicago Police Department; 
advised our Chicago Office that an informant had furnished sufficient 
information to co mpletely wipe o ut Congressman Dawson, The__Ln£ r\ r>r> Q Jat 
was identified as| I who formerly served on the 

This information was deve lo uhu cmm ncr 

^i n r! Stigatl0n conducted ^ the Chicago Police Department: 
in connection with the apparent gangland slaying of Anthony and ; 

James Pape on April 10, 1954* ^ ' 

^bove information was furnished to Assistant Attorney b' 
?!^ ral _°i ney b 7 roemorandura dated 4/26/54. Pursuant to Assistant 7 
Attorney General Olney* s request to obtain any statements byl * 
our Chicago Division recontacted Chief of Detectives O'Malley, Chicaeo 
Police Department, and he advised that his departm ent was not in 
possession of written statements of] linasmuch as ' ' 

T5HnT l . W G^taech?! 0d7 “ d C ° ntr01 °‘™TT* W l!tate.s Attorney 

Gutknecht was contacted and he advised thatl I had riven 

several statements to members of his office and that these s tatements 
concerned allegations against several important people and against 
members ,qf his own staff. Gutknecht asserted that he had caused" an 


Attachment 
cc-Mr, Nichols 
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Memo to Mr* Rosen 


RECOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that the attached memorandum be 
forwarded to Assistant Attorney General Warren Olney III advising 
him of the results of our contact with the Chicago Police Department 
and the State»s Attorney»s Office pursuant to his request contained 
in his memorandum dated April 28 , 195 ^» mentioned hereinabove^ an d 

ali?o requesting whether Mr, Olmey desires any further investigation. 
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|(ppp^f^:r PERSONAL^TTENTION 

• ' r\‘i23 MAY 19 * 19511 AIRTEL (AIR MAIL) 

[• t> 3 AC, CHICAGO 

F (£ / , 

1 UNITED STATES RF.PRE SFNTAT2 V E DAWSON, INFORMATION CONqjfcN^KG, 
CRIMINAL SECTION, INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION. THERE IS AITAC-II 
\r/ A COPY OF A SELF-EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM FROM ASSISTANT ATTORNEY 

f 

GENERAL OLNEY OF THE CRIMINAL DIVISION OF THE DEPARTS. 

DATED MAY U 4 ., 19^4, III WHICH HE REQUESTS THE BUREAU TO INTERVIEW 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING FROM HIM ALL PERTINENT 
INFORMATION HE MAY HAVE INDICATING A POSSIBLE VIOLATION OP 
FEDERAL LAW ON THE PART OF CONGRESSM/W DAWSON. THIS INTERVIEW 
SHOULD BE MADE IMMEDIATELY AND THE BUREAU FURNISHED WITH THE 
RESULTS NOT LATER THAN MAY 2$, 1954* 
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jfMfcOARD FORM NO, 64 

'Office Memorandum • united stTtes^g^v lu 

T0 : Tiroctor, Fe*.'.er:.J. Fur ecu of Inver tigs tin 
^om Varren O’n-27 III, Assisfcmt Attorney Gen;r«"., 


'Office Memorandum . 


1 


*°- N1 ' 1 barren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General, 

Cx*i’ -in; A I i vision 


<ITH.I1 < 1 \ i 1 . ! ;i.y . i Lovi /J Ci ME< 


iBsman, Chicago , Illinoic 




AVVa 


This is in reply to your nonorunduri of May 10, 1954/ in which you set 
forth the results of your interviews with persons in the State’s ^ , 

Office of Cook County, Illinois. You will recall that it urns saiu tint 

who is in the custody and. control of the State’s Atto rney had "aS Sm^L’SZ 

allegations against Congressman Uillian Levi I'm, - son Hit that 
in that regard was never reduced to von. ting. 1 ^ //A 4 


Since the Cook County State's Attorney’s office offered to ndcc 
a callable to you fo r intervi ew, it is re nested that representatives ci " ' 
Bureau interview Mr. | for the pur one of obtaining from hin all peril"" 
information he may have that night indicate a possible violation of Fec-rv.A ,■ 
lav on the ntert of Congressmen Dawson. •/ 
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ATTENTION 


U. 3. ft3PHEaT?HTATIV3 DAWSON, INFO CONCERN?. NO, CRIMINAL 
SECTION, INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION. REPUAXRTSL MAY NINETEEN 
LAST. SUm DATE REQUESTED INFO 3U: -KITTED AND FORM 


OF TRANSMITTAL* 
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MAY 26 1954 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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M r. Hos^S^ 

V // 


June o 


FROM 


SUBJECT : 


SYNOPSIS: 


vice 


. i I LI./ 1 A: ' LEV I DAW S 01.' 

U MIT ED STATES LEFLESEDTAIIVL ( DEMOCRAT ) 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 




Clru- 

Gltvin — 

Htrbo , ■« 

R?»r« --- 

7r»cv , 
oranr --i 

W:>hf - 

Yi«ictn>«d- 
Trlr. Rom 

Si too 
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This is to advise you that Agents of the Chic 
to a reciuest r eceived 1‘rom Mr. Olney of the Department h 
I concerning allegations made by him ageinst 
William Levi Dawson (D-illinois) of Chicago, Illinois. 

By way of background, our Chicago Office aavi 
195>4> that Captain O’Malley of the Chicago Police Depart 
information he received from an informant, I 
payoffs to Congressman Dawson, the Governor of Illinois, 
of Chicago. We furnished this information to Mr. Olney 

of April 26, 1954* 


ago Office pursuant; 
ave interviewed | 
Congressman 1 


sed on April 20, | 
ment had furnish ed;| 
] concerning .■! 

and the Mayor | 
by memorandum % 


By memorandum of April 20, 1954# Mr. Olney requested t hat we 
contact Captain O’Malley to get a copy of the statements made by | 
or to be advised of their substance. Captain O’M alley was recontacted 


and he advised he had no written statement made by 

| was in the custody of the Cook County State's At 
Gutknecht. Gutknecht made available statements made by 
of his office and these concerned allegations o f payoff 
police. No statement concerning Dawson made by I 
Gutknecht and his assistant recall that | | hau maut 

against Dawson but did not remember the details and sal 
been reduced to writing. 


by and that 

te's At torney. John A. 
made by | to members 

payoff s to Chicago 
was located, 
ou. maud allegations 
and said they had not 


We advised the Department of the results of these contacts by 
memorandum of May 10 , 1954* By memorandum of May 14 > 19 54 > received in 
the Criminal Section, Inves tigative Division , May 17, 1954 j Mr. Olney 
requested that we intervlewl Twas transferred from Cook 

ounty to the I — I 


ana was not 

available for interview until June i, 1964* He was interviewed on that 
date and furnished the following information. 


j | second 

and third wards in Chicago from app roximately lVbU until a year and a 
^half ago. 1 1 o police officers Charles Herring 

Attachment Q 
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memorandum uo nr. Rosen 


end George Smith who worked out of the office of the Commissioner of -i 
Police and that he also mode payoffs to Captain Bluitfc of the Fifth 
Police District and to Congressman Dawson. He said that the payoff 
from policy operations varied from $5U0 to $2, GUO per month, and that ' 
the payoff for card games and dice games ranged from $100 to $500 a 
month. The total payoff averaged approximately $30,000 a month. [ 
alleged that approximately $8,000 of this went to the office of me ; 

Commissioner of Police, approximately $4>000 to the other various officers 
of the Fifth Police District, ana the remaining $18,000 to Congressman $ 
Dawson’s office. He said it was his understanding that the Congressman | 
retained approximately $10,000 of this money and passed on approximately ■ 
$8,000 to Richard Dalev . de scribe d as chairman of the Cook County | 

Democratic Organization. said he did not believe that Folice | 

Commissioner Timothy O'Connor received any of the money or knew that J 

the payoff was being mode. 


re* 

Elm 

t 

i 




| said that he had never made a payoff directly to 

Congressman Dawson but had always paid the money to his secretary, 
Jim Casey. The payoffs were made in Congressman Dawson's office at 
' 3518 South State Street, Chicago. 


| also a lie 

could obtain joos through p 
related that during 1950 111 
Education of Chicago, toldf 
that It would take $10,000^ 
] said that shortly th 
judge on the Un ited Sta tes 
New York City. | | said 
Congressman Dawson ana was 
by Mollison. 


red that he had heard reports that job seekers!- 
ayment, of a fee to Congressman Dawson. He j 
vine S. Mollison, a member of the Board of % 
chat he wanted to become a judge and b7D 
To - Congressman Dawson to get the appointment. ' 
ereafter that Mollison was appointed as a 0 
Court of Claims and that he resides in 8 

he had no proof that Mollison would pay f 

basing his stories on statements made to him 


declined to reduce his statements to writing. 

The Congressional Directory of February, 1954* does not reflect! 
that anyone by the name of Mollison is a member of the Court of Claims. 
However , Irvin C. Mollison, who may possibly be identical, is shown as J 
a member of the United States Customs Court at 201 Varick Street, 

New York City. • $ 

In September, 1988# at the then Attorney General's request, ! | 
we conducted an investigation of Irvin Charles Mollison who was under 
consideration for appointment to the United States Customs Court. This >: 
investigation reflected that Mollison was highly regarded by fellow • 

Chicago attorneys who were contacted.,. He was apparently active in 
affairs of the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee, the National Association)? 

■H 
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rison records renecu tnau during lqqo was considers 

the Reclassification Board of the Illinois penitentiary and vjas 
afforded a psychiatric examination, the results of which reflect 
the notation "without psychosis or mental defect, egocentric per- " 

sonalit v, avera ge intelligence." Reclassification Board records 
reflect |known to boast about past criminal connections and 

for that rftPSOh not nnnnl rt> vn hh nfhnr Inmates. This record reflects 

I, and clai ms one 

1 year of college education. Re was convicted | | in the 

Criminal Court of Cook County, Illinois, of conspiracy to defraud 
and was sentenced to serve a term of one to five years. 

RECOM' END ATI. O ' . ! • 

If you approve, it is recommended that we forward the attached 
memorandum to Mr. Olney advising him of the results of our interview with 

I and requesting advice as to whether he desires any further 
gation. • 
















DETAILS 


m 
| 


” ¥ 

This is to advise you thuu purs uant to sne req uest oi | 

Mr. Olney, our Chicago Office interviewed ! [ on June 1, 4 

1954, at the Illinois State penitentiary, Joliet, Illinois, concerning 5 
allegations that United States Representative Dawson had received l, 

pay oil's in connection with gambling activities in Chicago, Illinois. 

By way ol background, the Chicago Oil ice aavisea on April 20, j 
1954, that inlormation had been received from Captain John O'Malley, 

Chiel ol Detectives, who in turn had gotten his inlormation Irom an ; 

inlormant to the ellect that gambling operators in Chicago had been | 

paying oil United States Congressman William Levi Dawson ol Chicago, 9 

(the Governor ol Illinois, and the flavor ol Ch icago. The inlormant ol i 

lO'Malley was identified as one| | lormerly with the 

^ This inlormation was developed 

Iduring an invedtig&tibh by thS Chicago 'police Department into the 
apparent gangland slaying ol Anthony and James Pape at Chicago on 
April 10, 1954* | 

The details of this, information were furnished to Mr. Clney ^ 

by memorandum dated April 26, 1954* By memorandum of April 28 , 1954, •'.! 

he requested that we ask Capt ain O'Mal ley to furnish the Bureau with a 1 
copy of the statements made b? d or to be advised of their substance. 

Captain O'Malley was contacted and he advis ed that his department did 
not have any written statement from inasmuch as| was in the 

custody and control ol Cook County State's Attorney John A. Gutknecht. b , 
Mr. Gutknecht, when contacted, advised tha t j had given several 

statements to members of his office and he recalled that some of these 
allegations had been made against Repre sentative Dawson. Agents were ■% 
emitted to review the file containing statements and it was 


M: 

t'v 

fe- 

1 

§JV: 



ng to this file,| Alleged he had made payoiis to two ^ , 

police officers. The file did not contain any statement made byp | 

mentioning Representative Dawson. Both Mr. Gutknecht and his assistant, 
Samuel Papanek, who interviewed recalled that he made allegations 

against Representative Dawson. These allegations had not been reduced 
to writing and they could not recall the details of them. 

This Information was furnished to Mr. Olney by memorandum dated 
May 10, 1954 • By memorandum dated May 14, 1954, which was received in 
the Criminal Section of the Investi gative Division May 17, 1954, Mr. Olney 
requested that we interview ! | for any information he might have 

ind i c a t ing a possible violation of Federal law on the part ol Congressma n 
Dawson. I I 


Ln qui 


week* 





available for interview until June 1, 1954* 

He was interviewed on that date by Agents of the Chicago 
Office and he advised that in approximately 1950 he became connected 

I in Chicago, and attained 


;il Wimbish was replaced approximately a year an 


DIWI31 



| He claimed 

Harold Parker who Is married to the 

sister-in-law of Police Captain K ' l nzie Bluitt of the Fifth Police j 

District, wh o mainta ins his position through affiliation with Congress- | 
man Dawson. I l alleged he made collections from various gambling jj 

interests and made payoffs to police officers Charles Herring and | 

George Smith of the office of the Commissioner of Police in Chicago, J 

in addi tion to payoffs to Captain Bluitt as well as Congressman Dawson. | 
[said no gambling operation could be set up without approval 1 

from the Commissioner's office. He stated that payoffs were arranged | 

on a percentage basis and that they ranged from $5^0 to $2,000 per q 

month from the various policy operations depending on their volume, 
payoffs from card and dice games ranged from $100 a month up to $£00. ! \ 

He estimated payoffs averaged approximately $30,000 a month. He said 
that approximately $8,000 of this went to the Commissioner's office, J 
approximately $4 >000 to the various officefe of the Fifth Police District 
and the remaining $18,000 to Congressman Dawson's office* 

b7D 

said he never made a direct payment to Congressman 
Dawson but that ail payments were made to a person by the name of 
Jim Casey, secretary of the Congressman. He stated these payments 
were made to Cas ey in Con gressman Dawson's office at 3518 South State 
Street, Chicago. | said he had never paid any money directly to 

Congressman Dawson j nowever, he feejls certain that the money he paid i: 
to Casey was turned over to Dawson. explained this belief by 

stating than when Wimbish was removed as the third ward committeeman 
approximately a year a nd a hal f ago and replaced by Ralph Metcalf , 

that Ca sey told him. I I that he was taking over| | j ot> • 

^related that he told Casey he would not accept his word about 
this until he was told so by the Congressman. On the night following 
this incident,! |said he received a call from Congressman Dawson 

to meet him at third ward headquarters and that at that meeting 
Congressman Dawson told him that Casey was taking over from him in the 
matter of collections. 


said that Casey made collections for about two months 
but that the police protested so bitterly that Casey was removed and 

|said it was his under- 

standing that of the payoff money paid to tne congressman's office, the 
Congressman retains approximately $10,000 per mont h and pas ses on 
approximately $8,000 a month to Richard Daley whom des cribed as 

ohairman of the Cook County Democratic Organization. [ | said it is 

his belief that of the money paid to the police officer operating from 
Ithe office of the Commissioner of Police, none was given to Police 



- 4 - 




\ > \ 


Conurd a a iorier Tinio th y 0 ' C ormor . 
honest and Is not aware oi' the 


paid to the Commissioner's 


pujoiT 
office goes 


said he feels that O'Connor 
3aid that the money 


is 


to Captain Balswick. 


within the fifth 
four oi* five years 


alleged that these arrangements for operating gambling 
Police District have been going on for approximately 


He ota tea that he had no dealings with Congressman Dawson 
in the sale of federal office but that he understands from talkir.r to 
various individuals within the first Congressional ois trier, of Illinois 
that Civil Service status is attainable through Dawson for a fee. 


alleged that this was operated in the following manner. 

Job seekers contact Dawson for Federal employment and are advised by 
Dawson that he does not know what can be done but that he will get in 
touch with the job seeker later and let him know what his prospects are. 

No approach is made at that time for the contribution of a feej however , 
later a third party represents himself as being sent by Dawson, and 
contacts the job seeker and indic ates that upon payment of a certain sum 
oi money the job can be obtained, I said he had no personal know- 

lodge of this operation and that his statements are based solely on 
hearsay. He mentioned one occasion when he was with Irving 8. Mollison 
during 1950 when Mollison was on the Board of Education of Chicago. 

He was diiving with Mollison irom the north side of Chicago and during 
the driv e Mollison statea it took a lot of money to become a judge. b 7 D 

,a ^d Mollison slated that it would take $10,000 to Congre ssman 
Dawson to get Mollison before the president for appointment to a judge- 

I |did not pursue this conversation but several weeks 

later he saw Mollison agai n and Mol l 1 son indicated he had decided he 


m 


_ain 

wanted to become a judge. | |said that shortly thereafter Mollison 


was appointed as a judge on the United States Court of Claims and that 
he believe s that Moll ison is in New York City and is now a judge on 
this court ] ?aid he had no proof that Mollison would pay any 


money to Congressman Daw son but b ased his stories on the statements 

made to him by Mollison. I 1 

concerning his connection 
his statements to writing 


said he had no other information 
"wren - Congressman Dawson. He refused to reduce 


. 'V*e Congressional Directory of February, 1954, does not 
that anyone by the name of Mollison is a judge of the United State 
of Claims, Irvin C. Mollison, who may possibly be identical, is 
of the United States Customs Court which is located at 201 Varick 
Me vi York City. 


refleotf 
s Court! 
a judgel 
Street*! 
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It Is noted fruit both Captain 0"/; alley oi‘ the Chicago Police 
Department and Lieutenant John Ola on ol' the State's Attorney ’ s I dice 
of Cook County, Illinois, advised a. :enbt oi the Chicago Office on 
April 2.3, .1.9 bo, in connection with Murphy’ s allegations of pay oil's to 
Representative ban son . . n.i others that they ..ere cl the opinion some 

oi* the rcctf ii story were true end others were questionable . 

Pi; fi.in i.i.ni-,-' . noo k- County state’s Attorney John Gubfcneeht when 
nu.k i n F state. ionts available to our Agents , advised that 

nau .naue allegations against orders o. f " ’ s ■-twii i' ••hn uni 

participated in the arrest and prosecution oi 

Gubknechb said investigation oi' these charges had 

shown them to be unrounded and had led him to believe no faith could 
be p la ced in anything "urphy said. These two observations as to 

creditability were' furnished to Hr. Olney in our memoranda 
of April I 6 and Hay 10, 1934* 


Chicago advises 


Prison records rei'iec 


3 s| prison* history from a previous 

a_Ls. lie was employed before that conviction 
| of Al Capon e, notor ious Chicago hoodlum. 
Tat during 1949 I was considered by 



In September, 1945, at the then Attorney General’s request, 9 
we conducted an investigation of Irvin Charles Mollison who was under 
consideration for appointment to the United States Customs Court. This , 
[investigation reflected that Mollison was highly regarded by fellow 
Chicago attorneys who were contacted. He was apparently active in y 

affairs of the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee, the national Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People and was reported to be a member 
of the national Lawyers Guild. The report reflecting the results of 
this investigation contains a statement that nothing derogatory was 
developed concerning Mollison. There was no reference to Congressman 
Dawson in this report. This investigation was begun on September 28, ,J* 

and was concluded, on September 29, 1945* The results were furnished 
to Lin) then Attorney General in a memorandum dated October 1, 1945, 
and n copy of the investigative report was sent to former Assistant 
Attorney General HcGranery on October 22, 1945* 
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MAX 27, 1954 




3 AC, CHIGAGO 


3FERRSD 


UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON, INFO CYl CHRilING, 
CRIMINAL SECTION, INVESTXGATIA E DIVIolu . RETJAI RIEL 
NAY UIN-TEEN AND URAIRTHL MAY THIRTY FIVE, FIFTY FOUR. 


SU .'ICL DATE 


REMOVED TO ILLINOIS STATE PENITENTIARY 


AND ADVISE WHETHER EFFORTS MADE TO INTERVIEW HIM 


BEFORE REMOVAL. IF 


REMOVED AFTER RECEIPT OF 


BUA1RTF.L REQUEST III INTERVIEW WITH IIIM AND EFFORTS NO? 
MADE TO CONTACT HIM BEFORE REMOVAL DATS, SU ML SXPLAHAI 
AS TO WHY CO-TACT NO? MADE. INTERVIEW MURPHY III 
ACCORDANCE NT ?;I PREVIOUS INSTRUCTIONS AS SOON AS HE IS 
AVAILABLE AND IMMEDIATELY A VISE THE BU O'’ H ’SUITS* 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATEp , DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

,4*-- * 


AIRTEL 

Tranamit the following hhhkMj^k me8aage to: 


FBI, CHICAGO (94-547) MAY 25, 1954 


DIRECTOR, FBI (AM) 

K "' - •' " •' 4LLljjj1. 4 ;•• • • • ' 

U. S. REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON, INFORMATION CONCERNING, CRIMINAL SECTION, 


INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION. REBUAIRTEL 5/19/54. 

TO ILLINOIS STATE PEN., JOLIET, ILL. WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW 
UNTIL AFTER 6/1/54 AT WHICH TIME INTERVIEW WILL BE CONDUCTED. 

BANISTER 


JAL:pjf 



i' 


U- tV 


* JK 
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RECORDED • JZ 

EX-14 




Approved 


A 

Special' Agentin 


y 


Sent. 


Charge 


K w ■ Jr 2m ^ ** 






FBI CHICAGO 5-28- 5A 


DIRECTOR 


URGENT 


l C »Ii'»VJK!r.ATiOKK SECTION 


■!-•) 2o in 54 


teletype 


Mr, 

Mr, )• u •'niiTTi... 
Mr, N:oh I* 

Mr. 

Mr. U , _ 

Mr. M * * 

Mr. IV 

Mr. fV - 

Mr. 'Pi.T' ' w 

I Mr. S;:J- 

I Mr. YVint mtow<L j 

Tele. Room „ 

! Mr. Hollam^ti 

Miaap Gandy 


mis 


I Tv,iA^ 

y - /$ 

U. S. REPRESENTATIVE DAWSON, INFO CONCERNING, CRIMINAL SECyhlV 


INVESTIGATIVE DIV. RELUTEL !'AY TWENTYSEVEN LAST. 


vENGVED 


JOLIET PENITENTIARY MAY SEVENTEEN, TWO DAYS PRIOR RECEIPT OF EU-S 
AUTHORITY FOR INTERVIEW. NEW INMATES IN QUARANTINE FOR TWO WEEKS 
AFTER ARRIVAL. ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR INTERVIEW JUNE ONE. 

BANISTER 


END AND ACK PLS 


10-00 AM OK FBI WA JG 


Mr. Rosen 


5 JU#f5 : §Y 


RECO^ED-27 

EX. • 106 

K 8 O • 

sjp 4 Hsj/ : 


£'$- ’ili'/ - >' 


3 JUN 7 ,1954 
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A aslstant Attorney General 
warren Olney III 

};.i vector , FBI 



Juno 9, 1954 


CORDED - 36 


-v vi raws; 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Reference Is -r.ee e to your memorandum dated pay H 4 , 
1954* your f ile 31-21-127 w ot.Twv, in which you requested that 
we interview] for the purpose of obtaining from 

him all pertinent TTH ortnauion he might have indicating 0 
possible violation of Federal low on the pert of Congressman 
Dawson. 


m 


y, 

IwA?' 

BfeVi 

Wjfy; 




Our Chicago Office advised that 


was brans- 


m 


m 



, l to a^rve a 

10 now mg t) 1 a | | H 3 was 

quarantined and not available for Interview until June 1, 1934% 

On that day he was interviewed by Agents of our Chicago Office 
and furnished information concerning his association with Pawsuyn 
but declined to reduce his statements to writing. 

b 7 I 

I adviBed that upon his release from the Illinois 3 

State feflitsntlfirV , in approximately 1950, he became connected. > 
with the Third ward Democratic Organization in Chicago. He s«id I 
that he attained the position of Ward Supervisor in the Third. | 
Ward and worked directly under state Senator Chris 0* - Wimteia h. *§ 
until Wiroblsh was repleoed as V/ard Commit bee man by 1 

approximately one and one-half years ago. He stated that | 

been associated with Congressmen Dawson for approximately fou^ 
to five years in his political cepaoliy in the Third k'srd whi$h r 
is a port of Congressmen Dawson’s First Congressional Districts 


I 


m 


n $ ' q t+ 

advisejd of his duties while rervfn 
with this organise^ on Was do collect and handle payoffs J'rom 
various policy operations and other gambling establishments 
.within both the Second afld'TMrd wards which Ocxapriaed the 
/Major part of the*%fc£.$h Polic'e J 'District on the south side of fche 
city $f .Chicago. Ho ssfttftl?^. attained this position through ohe 
H pro ld X: a Pkep4 who is. married 1 bb the piste i’~in-Tfcwv of Tol\Os\ :; 
-CaptfeTn 'yflnaid Bluitt , who is in charge of the Fifth I'olf^ 
DistrioC~8^^1^;^IY' “turn, maintains his position tls^du^h, 
affiliation with Congressman Dawson. 
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,T6ldpn_ 

(f BooMman 

Nichols 

; Dclmonr 
s' C1l.1v in 
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Tbmm , 
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• Molir„ 

l'inlcrrowtl._ 
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PoTxco nTTTcora rourlos rlarrln and Go or go s itu, who worked out vi 
or the office of tn ?'" 1 om-tisstoner or yolioo xn the city or Chicago-' 
i'-Ti.i the payoff also to Captain hluit ^ as wall &a to 
Congressman hawser*. T 'o allegob^SfitHT* gambling operations had to 
first be clolT.WS?ri-ii th th© police officers fro; the commissioner* s i 
office, Me alleged that payoffs were arranged on a percentage % 

basis with the payoff from the policy operations varying from 

•i£00 to f:2,000 per mont . depending on toe volume while payoffs .** 

for card and dice games ranged from ,100 to ",^00 a month. [, 

estimated that he averaged approximately t 30 ,000 a month in li 

payoffs. tTe sal- th*t approximately ,8,000 of this -went to the 
commissioner’ s office, approximately ,4,000 to the various 
officers of the Fifth police district and. the remaining > 18 ,G 0 G j 

to' congr essman Oa &acnMs office. ;i ' 

| said it was his understanding that % 

Congressman Paw sop retains approximately > 10,000 par month of . P 
the payoff anT"pasaait on appmxima tel y £8,000 a month to 
Richar d uaj^gy, whct | described as Chairman of the Cooit 

County Democratic Organisation, hurphy said it was his belief 
that Police Commissioner Tliaoth y c ’ Connor was not receiving b7i 

any of the payoff money ujvTwos unowarTTiTia t a payoff was being 
.made. Me said that the money paid to the police officers of 
the commissioner’s office went to captain Balswicit. 

«»*«»>** ; h 

^ h.J 

| 3 aid he had never made a direct payment to -3 

Congressman pawsoje but that all payments were wade to Jim Casey . 1 
described as^ ’sforetap y to Congressman Dawson. He saidT^ase 
payments to Casey were made in Co n .rasaman Dawson’s Office at 
3518 South state Street, Chicago. | ~~| stated'," ~tiowever, that 


George si tn , who worKeh out 


payments to Casey were made in Co n .rasaman Dai 
3518 South state Street, Chicago. slfa 

he feels certain that the payoff money he gave t 
turn paid to Dawson. Me stated that at the time 
removed as ThYr(r'" w Srd C ommitteeman, v Tjm Cagey 
that, ho was taking ovarl 

he told case/ he would Aot roimauitk- nm uoa 

to do bo by the < ongreasman. according to 

following night he received a call from congr 
mo o t him at the Third Ward Hea dquarters and a 
Dawson to id him that Casey wasl 

— mtwm' +m* m*m t arm r ^, 1 ^ 


caaey was in 


bio o t him at the 
Dawson to id him 


said 

l Uiitli told 
1 on the 
m Dawson to 
La mooting 


said that the above arrangements for the 
operation of game lin/ within tiio . if th police District have 
been going on, to his personal knowledge, for approximately 
four to five yours* 





m 
# 
m 


• 'iw 


He stated that he has dad no dealings whatsoever with 
Congressmen Dawson in connection with the sale of any Federal 
office. However, ho stated that he understands from talking 
to various individuals within the First Congressional District 
that Civil Servi ce status Is attainable through Congressman 
P ft w so n for & fee j l alleged that this was arranged by the 

job seeker oontaotlng Congressman Dawson, who would advise the 
individual that he did not know whaY "could be done but woald 
take hie telephone number, saying he would contact him later. 

At a l&ter time a third party, representing himself as being 
sent by the Congressman, would cell on the job seeker and 
indicate tha t for paym ent of a certain sum of money a job could 


M 


be obtained, 
whatsoever of 


I tated that he had no personal knowledge 
ration and that the above information was 


LUIS Up 

based solely upon hearsay 

He said that on one occasion, in 19i?0, when he was 
returning from the north side of Chicago with I rving s. 
Kolli so n, then a member of the Board of Educatlonof tie city 
oT GWLcago, that Mollison me ntioned to him that it took a lot 


of money to become a“'Judge . 


alleged that Mollison 




: P 

% 
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said it would take §10,000 to congressman Dawson TZTgeE^Kis, 
Mollison* 8 1 name be fore the President for appoint me nt to a 
Judge aMp. | | said several weekB later he saw Mollison who 

told him tKSOOad decided he wanted to become a ju3ge*TE0td 
that shortly thereafter Mollison was appointed as a judge on 
the United States Court oT Claims . He said that Mollison 
resides In Hew York and is a judge on the United States Court 
of Claims. f |ssid he had no proof whatsoever that 

Mollisop would, in fact, pay Congressman Dawson any money and 
tneb' n.e is relying solely upon st6teiaents*^mS!3tenBy Mollison bo 
him. 




>4, 


■. & 

x* 




stated he had no other information to furniBh 


concerning jus connection with Congressmen Dawson. 




The Congressional Directory of February, 1954* does 
not indicate that any person by the name of Mollison is a 
member of the United States Court of Claims Ifo^eVbl', Irvi n C. 
Mollison is shown as a judge of the United States Custom^'”'**** 1 
Court which is situated at 201 Varick Street, liew York City. 

Our files reflect that at the request of the then 
Attorney General the Bureau conducted an investigation of 
Iryln Charl e s Mollison of Chicago, Illinois, in September, 1945* 


f 







This invoG&lgfction was conducted inasmuch es was 

under- consider scion i’or appointment to the united states 
Customs Court. A memorandum ref loc ting information developed 
during this investigation was furnished to the then Attorney 
Genorcl uauer dote of October 1, 1945* ond a report of the 
Investigation was furnished to then Assistant Attorney General 
McGranery on October 22, 1945* 


Our Chicago Of fice has advised that the record of a 0 

previous confinement fori I in lQkS reveals that he mbh 

employed before | | 

1 notorious Chicago hoodlum. During 1943 he wae con- i 

aide red by the Reclassification Board of the Illinois Deni- g 

fentiary, at which time he was ;iven a psychiatric excmination* 
the results of which reflect the notation "without peychosis or 
mental defect, egocentric personality, average i ntellige nce. w 
The Reclassification Boax’d review reflected that I l ie 

known to boast about past criminal connections and for that 
reason La nob popular with th e other Inmate s. The records 
indicate that jwas born| | at Memphis, Tennessee 

and lists one yaur oi college education. He wae convicted on 
March 19i 195-4 j in the Criminal Court of Cook County, llllnola* 


record of a 


m>7D 


Our Chicago Office has not verified any of the 
allegations contained herein and has conducted no other inves- 
tigation concerning this matter. 

Your advice is requested us to whether wu- ueeire 
any further investigation concerning this matter. 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Warren Olney III 

Director, FBI 


July 1, 1954- 


WILLIAM LEVI DAWSON, CONGRESSMAN 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Reference is made to my memorandum of June 9# 

1954-» furnishing you information concerning the captioned , 
individual and requesting your advice as to whether you fit****"' 1 
desire any further investigation concerning this matter. ^ 

~ ‘mi 

Your advice in this matter would be appreciated. "x 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Warren Olney III 

Director, FBI 


July 19, 1951+ 


WILLIAM LEVI DAWSON, CONGRESS-! AN, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Reference is made to our memorandum dated 
June 9, 1954-, furnishing you information concerning the 
captioned individual and requesting your advice as to 
whether you desire any further investigation concerning 
this matter. 

An early reply to our memorandum of June 9, 
1954» will be appreciated. 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Werren Olney III 

Director, FBI 


August 4, 1954 


WILLIAM LEVI DAWSON, CONGRESSMAN, 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


Reference is made to my memorandum of June 9> 
1954 » furnishing you information oonoeming the captioned 
individual end requesting your advice ae to vihother any 
further investigation was desired in this matter. Your 
attention is also invited to my memoranda of July 1, end 
July 19, 1954> concerning this request. 


It would be appreciated if you would furnish 
us your advice In this matter as soon as possible. 
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. STANDARD rORM NO, 64 


Office M.C..* ..ndum • 


IN I TED 


'h M/Tolaori^ 


•. / / - 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Harbo — . 

Mr. M*«hr 

«/ Mr. I’ariona- 
\Y Mr. Uos-n ..kt 
tS Mr. Tt'r.un— 

Aug ratifies. 

WO: SJB : Jtentcrto 

Trie. U.wm — 
Mr. Hollonua 

si --m^z 

* a 


Director, Federal Bureau oi’ Investigation 


Warren Dlney III, Assistant Attorney General. 
Cv” *.a. ...1 Division 

i 

h. JUAN LEVI DAWSON 
Congressman 
C hicago, Illinoi s _ 


This refers to your memorandum of June 9 , 19 5T, "with 

respect to the captd nnsri .whi detailed the result ''} 

of the interview of I I requested by the Criminal J 

Division on May IE , 195h, to obtain additional information in,/.... 
relation to ch arges made a gainst the subject by that informant. >**> 
Bearing in mind l b r edibility, we do not believe that 

he has supplied sufficiently specific data, with respect to the 
subject, to substantiate his original general charges of pos- 
sible misconduct and warrant further investigation at this time. 
Accordingly, the case is being closed in the Criminal Division. 

Your memorandum contained information that may well 
be of interest to the Internal Revenue Service as suggestive 
of possible income tax evasion by certain individuals# I have 
transmitted that portion I deemed appropriate in a letter to 
T. Coleman Andrews, the Commissioner. A copy of that letter j 
is enclosed for your information. : 

J 

The method adopted for disseminating this information ; 
was cleared with Special Agent Hurley. 
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Stapnrisurut nf Justify 


Honorable T. Coleman Andrews 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
Washington, '0. C. 


He: billion Levi Dawson 
Congressman 
Chicago, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Andrews: 


J 


v.’e have been advised by the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation of certain derogatory infoi’mation received with respect 
to Congressman William Levi Dawson of Chicago, Illinois. This 
information was developed during the course of an investigation 
conducted by the Chicago Police Department into the apparent 
gangland slayings of Anthony and James Pape on April 10, 195bj 
and WE8 MMimnn iratpd +/» +W«a Rmxaant. ChLcaaft dLicLitLon T4- unc 


had made 


isclosures as to "payoffs.” 

In resp onse to a request bv the Criminal 


to the Illinois St ate Peni tential to serve a sentence of 
1 row one to fivo years. | had previously served a term in 

the penitentiary and when released in 1950 became affiliated with 
tiie Third Ward Democratic organization in Chicago and had been by 
his admission associated with Congressman Dawson for approximately 
four years. One of his duties he described as collecting from 
various gambling operations within the Fifth Police District, com 
prising the Second and Third Wards, and handling payoffs to police 
officers and the Congressman. He alleged that collections averaged 
e 30,000 per month with the split as follows: ;‘8,000 to the Police 
Commissioner’s office, $lj,OQ0 to police officers in the Fifth Dis 
trict, and the remaining $18,000 to Congressman Dawson. Dawson, 
he asserted, retained $10,000 and passed on $8,000 to Richard 
"Dailey, purportedly chairman of the Cook County Democratic organ! 
zation. All payments for the Congressman were channeled through 
Jim, Casey, his secretary. *. , . 












- 2 - 


Other individuals named nr recipient:. of thi3 largesse 
were police officers Charlock-Herring, and George/Smith, who worked 
out of the Police Commissione r's offic e , and Police Captain Kinale 
^Bluitt of the Fifth District* states further that money 

to pav police officers in the CamraiEsioner' s office went to 
Captaifr«alswiok. He supplied no dates for these alle ged payments* 
However, that portion of the information received by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation deemed of interest to you is transmitted 
for such action as you may Judge appropriate. 


Sincerely, 


«.ak ‘U-. r* in 

A f'si rstant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 


**' aj. Ai- > ' 
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WILLIAM Lii.VI DAWSON 
UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


DEMOCRAT ) 


Francis D. Tappoan, an attorney in the Criminal Divi 
the Department, telephonically contacted Supervisor H. Branch 
and said he was interested in determining whether the facts s 
the Department concerning Dawson in Bureau memoranda of 4.-26- 
6-9-54 and 1-5-55 had been furnished to U. S. Attorney Tieken 
He was advised it would be necessary to review the file to as 
whether this had been done. 
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By way of background, our Chicago Office received information "j 
in April from Captain O'Malley of the Chicago Police Depar tment . v m wp.q /M 
investigating a local gangland killing, to the effect that I 
who had been interviewed in this investigation, had furnished information! 
concerning payoffs to Congressman Dawson. We advised the Department of .|| 
this in a memorandum dated 4-26-54 and requested advice as to whether fl 
any investigation was desired. The Department reques ted ns h y memorandum! 
of 4~28-54 to obtain a copy of the statements made by ! I nr to obtaiitl 

their substance. M 

We ascertained that no written statement had been made by L/ 

and so advised the Department by memorand um of On 

b-14-54 the Department requested us to interview ! I for all infor- 

mation in his possession. This was done and the results were furnished 
to the Department in our memorandum of 6-9-54 with the request that they 
advise us as to whether further inves tigation was desired. The Department, 
by memorandum of 8-13-54 advised that| | had not supplied sufficient 

specific data to substantiate charges or possible misconduct on the part 
of Dawson warranting further investigation and that the case was being 
closed In the Criminal Division. 

In a memorandum of 12-28-54 the Department requested us to 
check toll calls of Congressman Dawson in Washington for evidence of 
telephone traffic between him and Tony Accardo and Jake Guzik, Capone 
gang hoodlums ol Chicago. We advised the Department by memorandum of 
1-5-55 that this could not be done in view of the absence of any indi- 
cation of a violation within our jurisdiction. 

.• . *• ... . v / ' / • 
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Memo to Mr. Rosen: 

After the file was obtained and reviewed, Mr. Tappaan was 
recontacted and advised that there was no indication that the infor- 
mation contained in the memoranda he mentioned had been furnished to 
USA Tieken. It was pointed out to Mr. Tappaan that this material 
had been received by the Bureau and had been transmitted to the Depart- 
ment as a matter of information. No reports were submitted in unis 
matter and no information was developed indicating a violation within 
our jurisdiction. 

Mr. Tappaan said the question had been raised as to whether 
the attorney handling this matter in the Department had kept Tieken 
advised and he said he wanted to check with us to see if possibly we 
had furnished the information to Tieken before he answered the inquiry 

This is for your information. 





Mr, William P, Rogers 
Deputy Attorney General 

Director , ri3 1 
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Assistant United Stat©9 Attorney Frank J„ 

McGarr, Chicago, advised our Chicago, Illinois, Office 
that United States Attorney Robert Tieken desired tho 
following information furnished to the FBI Office: 

Mr. McGarr stated that Morris Handleman, 
former Assistant United States Attorney, presently 
employed as Assistant District Attorney, Chicago, told 
him that one of the present Assistant United States 
Attorneys recently met him in the hallway of the Cook 
County Building. At that time the unnamed Assistant 
United States Attorney asked Handleman for information 
concerning the location of the desk of Cook County 
Assistant District Attorney Dawson. Kr« McGarr noted 
that this Dawson is a nephew of Congressman V/ illiam 
Dawson, who is allegedly connected with a syndicate 
policy racket in Chicago. 

Assistant United States Attorney McGarr advised 
that Handleman declined to identify the Assistant United 
States Attorney involved and McGarr believes the possibilit; 
exists that Handleman who has a sense of humor may have 
been joking since he undoubtedly knew that his comments 
would worry McGarr. 

Mr. McGarr stated that if the Assistant United 
States Attorney concerning whom Handleman commented is 
subsequently identified, he would be dismissed ^immediately 
ey United States Attorney Tieken. Mr. McGarr requested 
an investigation concerning the foregoing. He i$j being 
advised, that the information ’./ill be furnished the 
Department. and no '(investigation, will he conducted in the 
absence jST a roquekt" from the Department, 

. / ^ ]/\ .. ifo further action is contemplated in this matter 


•V? 
1 \ 


in tno a bs emco of n request from 


• i.~ jl’i'h Chic:; 
•A.U5A McGarr 
rdr-aXo:; e, 
wi’i»itva syndi 
c or r*<? -.ponder 




. . t. O bi 


cate- j 
r% n V. f ’ t~ 


IAvJ :ate/':na::i* 
• '0= 


l ^ c 





■) . :J M r is. ,1 , 1 


FBJ'SBAL H’JRSAU C.'t' IHVBSTICATToiF 
UMTHD ST A TitS ^^RTTtfENT OF JUST !■' B 


jP! / 


• j.« ’nrVo .. .jj 
P T-: . 


MV/.w 


AIRTEI 

TranosiU tho following' monBagu to- 


Fhl;" CHICAGO (62-0) 
DIRECTOR, FBI 


3/W55 


ft- • ! ii>«LtLj3 

i M ..-vtlj-J 


A lC c*l 


UNSIH, AuSA, CHICAGO, MISC. —ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY BY USA*S OFFICE, CHT^AG-P I 
AUSA FRANK J. MC GARR, CHICAGO, ADVISED THAT USA ROBERT TIEKEN WANTED THE M 

FBI TO KNOW THAT FORMER AUSA, CHICAGO, MORRIS HAND LEMAN, NOW ASSISTANT || 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY, CHICAGO, TOLD MC GARR THAT ONE OF THE PRESENT AUSAs, 1 

CHICAGO, RECENTLY ASKED HANDL3IAN IN THE HALLWAY OF THE COCK COUNTY BUILDING . >j§ 
THE DESK LOCATION OF COOK COUNTY ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY DAWSON. MC GARR W 
NOTED THAT THIS DAWSON IS A NEPHEW TO U.S. CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM S. DAWSON, || 

ALLEGEDLY CONNECTED WITH h SYNDICATE POLICY RACKET, WEST SIDE OF Cl ICAGC. I 

MC GARR :•] TED H/.KDLFMAN DECLINED TO IDENTIFY THE a USA INVOLVED, AND MC GAKR 1 

BELIEVES FOG. tBILITY EXISTS TH.-I tm .DLcJi* ,,, WHO H,. ; A SrT.ST " F HUMOR, MAY \|j 

H/vVE BEI’AI JOKING AS ;:E r.NEW THIS WOULD R:iY M ' GAuii. IF UR SUB AUSA IS "M 

StUSEtfUENlLY 1 DoRTIFIED , MC G*x<R STATED US* TIEKEN WOULD DISMISS !!!$[ IMMEDIATELY « : 1 


0 I*-' 

MC GARR SAID »:2 WOULD FORWARD ABOVE ALLEGATION BY LETTER TO CK$CA&C r C?FICE 
3/15/55 c BURK. U WILL w:. ADVISED IF FURTHER DETAILS ARE RECEIVED THIS OF'T’OE. 


IT IS i-.vTKD .vUSA MC GARK HAS Jv.RESTED AN U-/VN. 7 GATJON BUT ROME Will BE 


C>. N DUCTED : ENDING xU'jiAD INSTRUCTIONS* 
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Special Agent in Charge j 



r M 

, ,0 

,0 :l a< J 

i'T .0 J 

Ol, ' I 


I 


Mr. William P. Rogers 
Deputy Attorney General 

Director, FBI 
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CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: 

ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY 
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Assistant United States Attorney Frank J. 

MeGarr, Chicago, advised our Chicago. Illinois, Office 
that United States Attorney Robert Tieken desired the 
following information furnished to the FBI OffiooJ 

Mr. MeGarr stated that Morris Handleman, 
former Assistant United States Attorney, presently 
employed as Assistant District Attorney, Chicago, told 
him that one of the present Assistant United States 
Attorneys recently met him in the hallway of the Cook 
County Building, At that time the unnamed Assistant 
United States Attorney asked Handleman for information 
concerning the location of the desk of Cook County 
Assistant District Attorney Dawson. Mr. MeGarr noted 
that this Dawson is a nephew of Congressman William 
Dawson, who is allegedly connected with a syndicate 
policy' racket in Chicago. 

Assistant United States Attorney MeGarr advised 
that Handleman declined to identify the Assistant United 
States Attorney involved and MeGarr believes the possibility 
exists that Handleman who has a sense of humor may have 
been joking since he undoubtedly knew that his comments 
would worry MeGarr. 

Mr. MeGarr stated that if the Assistant United 
States Attorney concerning whom Handleman commented is 
subsequently identified, he would be dismissed .immediately 
by United States Attorney Tieken. Mr. MeGarr requited 
an investigation concerning the foregoing. ‘He being 
advised that the information will be furnished tie thf^ 
Departur&ltjand noiiinvestigation will be condudt^d >in the 
absence*^ a request' from the Department. > s , 


,*■ ‘ ]/\ Ifo further action is contemplated in' this matter 
In tne abansKia of’ n request from you. 


^ • IjOTK: Chicago Iff:’ '> vnVdns true toe: to approp: irte3,\ inform 
v/ 4USA -MeGarr as indicated above by eirtei dated Z/2 1/55. In 
fbpi. r a'l<ion conci.ni: uy Congr-'r.rmar Dawson 1 s alley ed affiiintl 
wt Hp>'i syndicate policy racket ha s been the subject of prio 
correspondence with. e Department / / ( 58-3 .?6 7, 6?-9?50*5) . 
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Fi. !-V CHICAGO (62-0) 
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Di.vEC'lVh, FBI 


3/16/55 


URDUS, ALISA, CHICAGO, MISC.~ ADMINISTRATIVE INQUIRY BY USA * S OFFICE, CHICAGO. | 
AOS A FRANK J. MO GARR;.' CHICAGO, ADVISED THAT USA ROBERT TIEKEN WANTED THE 1 

FBI TO KNOW THnT FORMER ALISA, CHICAGO, MORRIS HANDLEMAN, NOW ASSISTANT | 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY, CHICAGO, TOLD MC GARR THAT ONE OF THE PRESENT AUSAs, ‘1 

'1 

CHICAGO, RECENTLY ASKED HANDLEMAN IN THE HALLWAY OF THE COOK COUNTY BUILDING vl 

THE DESK LOCATION OF COOK COUNTY ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY DAWSON. MC GARR I 

A 

KITED THAT THIS DAWSON IS A NEPHEW TO U.S. CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM S. DAWSON, | 

ALLEGEDLY CONNECTED WITH n SYNDICATE POLICY RACKET, WEST SIDE OF CHICAGO. 1 

"I 

MC GARR ;.T -TED HANDLEMAN DECLINED TO IDENTIFY THE AUSA INVOLVED, AND MC GARR 1 

RELIEVES PCS: IBIojITi EXISTS *l H .- 1' n,. DLiJin.v, WHO Hi. *< A SENSE “')? HUMOR, MAY 

il .Vb BEEN JOKING nS HE r.NEW THIS WOULD WORaY MC GAuu. IF UKSU3 AUSA IS il 

SI ■ U3&&ENTLY IDENTIFIED, MC GARR S'luTED USA TIEKEN WOULD dS&MISS HTjj IMMEDIATELY . II 

°Ll' 3 

P.C GARR SAID HE WOULD FORWARD ABOVE ALLEGATION BY LETTER TO CriJCACC r C7PICE 1 

V* . rU 

3/1 5/5 5c BURE,U WILL Ur. ADVISED IF FURTHER DETAILS ARE RECEIVED THIS OF'Ii'r:. $ 

IT i3 TED .JiSi MC GARR HAS RESTED AN INVEH.T IGATION BUT NO!: WILL BE ^ 


C< MTGTED TE' Dil.C Bl-.uiAU INSTRUCTIONS. 
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WILLIAM LEVI DAWSON 
UNITED STATES i- or'RESENTATIV 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


(DEMOCRAT) 


Francis D. Tanpaan, an attorney in the Criminal Division of : 
the Department, telephonically oontacted Supervisor H, Branch Wood to<$ 
and said he was interested in determining whether the facts s upp~ led t 
the Department concerning Dawson in Bureau memoranda of 4“ 26-54, 5-10' 
6-9-54 a nd 1-5-55 Lad been furnishd to U. S, Attorney Tieken in T ica 
He was advised it would be necessary to review the file to ascertain 
whether this had been done. 5 

By way of background, our Chicago Office received inf ormr.tlcs 
in April from Caotain O'Malley of the Chicago Police Depar tment, who 
investigating a local gangland killing, to the effeot that 
who had been interviewed in this investigation, had furnished inform a 
concerning payoffs to Congressman Dawson. We advised the Department 
this in a memorandum dated 4-26-54 an d requested advice as to whethe: 
any investigation was desired. The Department requested ns by mem or 
of 4"2 8 -51+ to obtain a copy of the statements made by | [or to o 

t he i r s ub s t a nc e , ./ 2 » 

1 We ascertained that no written statement had been made by”, 

| and so advised the Department by memorand um of 5- 10-54. On 
5-14-54 the Department requested us to interview | p'or all inf o 

mation in his possession. This was done and the results were furnis 
to the Department in our memorandum of 6-9-54 with the request that \ 
advise us as to whether further inves tigation was desired. The Depa. 
by memorandum of 8 - 13-54 advised thatf |had not supplied suffice 

specific data to substantiate charges of possible misconduct on the V* 
of Dawson warranting further investigation and that the case was bei; 
closed in the Criminal Division. I 



In a memorandum of 12-28-54 the Department requested 
check toll calls of Congressman Dawson in Washington for evic- 
telephone traffic between him and Tony Accardo and Jake Guzik, 
gang hoodlums of Chicago. We advised the Department by merrera 
1-5-55 that this could not be done in view of t.ho absence of a 
cation of a violatiorp-within our jurisdiction. 
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^Memo to Mr. Rosen: , \i$ 

i ■ ', .'ST* 1 

After the file was obtained and reviewed, Mr. Tappaan wap > ; 
recontacted and advised that there was no indication that the inf or-' % 
mation contained in the memoranda he mentioned had been furnished to 
USA Tieken. It was Pointed out to Mr. Tapoaan that this material 
had been received by the Bureau and had been transmitted to the Depart 
ment as a matter of information. No reports were submitted in this 
matter and no information was developed indicating a violation within 
our jurisdiction. 

Mr, Tappaan said the question had been raised as to whether 
the attorney handling this matter in the Department had kept Tieken 
advised and he said he wanted to check with us to see if possibly we 
had furnished the information to Tieken before he answered the inquiry 

This is for your information. 
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./MV ACCAKIO, X\Kr. GUZIK, 

liiitA V ol'v t Mj/.v-HiiSSMAN i. ; V, L A V DA .;K;H , 

lu-. cui*.; . v, ; pepauT' M. n otte 


Rei'erenca Ip made to /our memorandum of Docomoer 2t f 
19 54 , ( ;,G:CAni jae, . 123 - 0 } In whJ oh you requested us to check 
the telephone roeorda of the Chetapeeke and Potomac Telephone 
Company for evidence of telephone toll traffic between xonv 
AccarcJo and Jake Guslk of Chicago and Murray Oil and Congressma: 
william L. lawson of Washington* Dm C,, ana to ascertain the 
purpose of a telephone call frot i\rs. Clarese, extension 3331* 
at the 2 tale i. opart mem. to Aocardo on lone 30, 193d. 

In. co incut ion witn this, matt.'r we have previously 
furnished to ,*ou Ir furcation concerning the alleged a c cavities 
of Gongrexir-.UM fun ton In connection with gambling operations 
In Chicago, Inference i t? nade i/O o u r «' n i / c an do. o\ nrl 2 , 
1934, hay U •. ;3.> . a no .nine 9, 19! i< 


MM » FBI 



* !. i/i* reference to your lortion of Jake Jut lk and 
Hurray * » li , t/xe .lewspaom c non lament ’ v arad.e" of August ‘>* 
1934 » which appeared in the ’’ narhingtcn foet ana . i.cier; . cruiv 
of that Hate contained o cfce temcrit to the effect that in the 
Nineteen thirties Olf received a 5-year a on t one o *t the 
#Lf: *-*.6burg, f onnsylvania, ; e f;. Icr.t iury ; w.-ere cellmate was 

mi rvei Ouslk. 


'53 1 .5 l v or your further inf or, ition, the ''Chicago Tribune” 

.af” April 22, 1934* reported that Anthony Joseph A coord o he'd ,T 
iedt/or a passport for himself and hie wife, Cleric©, ; or 5 
South America reportedly to raaki a f.l shitty .trip. The "Chica-p- 
Amorican’’ of May 7 f 3 9 TV , reported that the state Department*’ 
nad denied /-.eon mo* »•* applies lion for* p passppri • * " i: -' 

• •i t: ."c u, -,:,e ir)C..>,ir ■ o-:. r^uoeced .19 your 
^eiuor-SDou/i .•/ cceuber Tv, l y 54 * it I .not i « . 1 i i \ uie 

&u ; j.;),qi ; cnU.iori of • ,u' r 1 3 .! >-* viols tie a ■> .1 fcb i. our l 

•Jurisdiction V.naeHu'ey should. \-,u undertaken sUvoe to do so 
WQulu It-iV o - , > • Jr- ■ '( \x>! i 'nt.x/. 3 . ~ .-'Coro i, of cImj 
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tuBjKcr TONY ACCARDO, JAKE iUZIK, 

MURRAY OLE , 0 ONC REP SKAN 
WILLIAM DAwSON, MRS. CLARESE, 

STATE DEFAhi’-JiKT EMPLOYEE; 

MISCELLANEOUS; 

CRIMINAL SECTION, INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


Tills is to advise that Assistant Attorney General Warren J r ■ i 
Olney III requested a check of local telephone records (no 1 period " 1 

specified) of Congressman William LeviT 'Dawson (D. 111.) and Murray 
Olf, Washington gambling figure, for evT3ence“ of traffic between * f 

thetr: and 2 notorious Chicago hoodlums, Tony Accardo and Jake Guzik. | 

He also asked for a cheok to determine the purpose of a call, 6-30-54> \ 

from Mrs. Clarese at the State Department to Accardo. w 

Olney 1 8 memorandum dated 12-28-54* received in the Investi'gativ 
Division 12-30-54> for review and answer, indicated this request was 
made because information had been received by the Department reflecting 
that 0 telephone used by Accardo and Guzik was utilized to communicate 
with Dawson and Olf at Washington, D. C., and his desire to obtain 
information about Accardo, Guzik and Olf in view of their underworld 
activities. 


Bufiies reflect voluminous references to Accardo and Guzik who 
ai'e nationally notorious members of the Chicago Capone gang setup. 
((>8-32578-1149 and 63-619) 

Bufiies show Murray Olf has been prominent in local gambling 
activities and is reported to be a lieutenant of Sam Beard, leading 
Washington gambling figure. Allegations also, made ubhat Olf has been 
a lobbyist for Frank Costello, notorious hoodlum figure. (63-1287) • J 

Cow/ro-- ;\man ..avson, according to out* files, is alleged to* • 
have accepted payoff s from gambling interests in Chicago for 'many 
y*»rs. -urront im'orma tion concerning these allegations furnished 
to the Department In April , May and June, 1954* (62-99505 and 58-8267) 
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; •!;.? il fe ssooiuled in giunbl ing activities in Chicago 
.mil cat ion in files that Accardo connected with Olf 
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OviciK »uid Olf .raportodlf^ vsi)[.'.a^{bd same prison coll 

ry,- tiow^b^rj?, u'lmnfeyl^aoiW;.:. . l ( 63-1287-1) , 
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/u-oardo, according : o > sws Jonrii^', atv-empted uneuc-' assful 
? to obtain a passport for hinue ! .' arid his wife, C iarice, for South. A 
in the Spring of .1954' Tula oas sport requested for the staged purr 
of making ?.> fanning trip. (o-->19j 


C< . t J 


ho redtord of telephony calls referred uo in Cine 


’lemon 


was located in Bufiles. 


J: REG UMMliNDAi IONS : 

?; (1) That we bring to Olney’ s attention the information 

^previously submitted concerning Congressman Dawson’s activities. 


t r t 


If (2) That we advise Olney of the report that Guzik and Olf 

{ i shared a prison cell inasmuch as this information appeared in "Parade," 
la newspaper supplement dated 8-3-54* 


(3) That we advise Olney according to news sources Accardo 
tried unsuccessfully in Spring of 1954 1° procure a passport to South 
America for himself and his wife Clarice. 

; ‘is 


(4) That we do not conduct the inquiries requested by Olney 1 
because to do so would involve investigation at the Chesapeake and M 
Potomac Telephone Company and an open interview of Mrs. Clarese of the jl 
iState Department in a matter wherein we have not been furnished any in- 'if* 
formation indicating a violation within our jurisdiction or given any fi 
lindication as to what possible violation of a statute within our juris- || 
diction the Department is aeeking to develop. i M 

If you approve, an appropriate memorandum to the Department ■‘fa 
Is attached. 
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Director, Fedora! Bureau of Investigation 


Warren Qlney III, issistant Attorney General, 'ThCAM: jas 

Criminal Division 

Tony Accardo, Jake Guzik, 12.3-0 

Murray Olf, Congressman william Dawson, 

Mrs. Clarese, Gtate Department Employee, 


Information received by this Division vufleets that a 
telephone used by Tony Accardo and Jake Guzik of Chicago has been 
utilized to communicate with Murray Olf, Washington, D. G,, at 
phone number North 7*3220 and with Congressma n Willia m L Sr Dawson , 
Washington, D. C., at phone numbers Dupont 7-7593 and executive' 
3*0706. Our information also shows that on June 2?, 19 5h, a call 
was made to the Passport Division of the Department of State, 
Republic 7-5600, from Rivor Forest 9-9180, Accardo 1 s home phone. 
On the following day Mrs. Clarese, from extension 3331 at State, 
called Accardo collect. 


In view of Accardo »s, Guzik 's, and 01f » 3 activities 
in the organized underworld, I am interested in obtaining all 
available information concerning them. I would appreciate it, 
therefore, if your Bureau would obtain for me the following 
information* 

(a) from the available records of the Chesapeake and 
Potomac Telephone Company, the toll activities of the telephone 
listed under North 7**3220$ 

(b) from the same Company *s records the activities of 
the telephones listed under Executive 3-0706 and Dupont 7*7 593 » 
with respect only to calls made to Tony Accardo and Jake Guzik 5 ai 

(c) the purpose of Mrs. Clarese‘s call to Accardo on 
June 30, 195U. 
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WIIJVIAM L, VI DAWSON, (DE.'OCHaU. 

1st l.)i SViilC-r, T .r.j',IN0IS 
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In February, 1946, bauson was subject of bribery 
^investigation based on alleged efforts to obtain by bribery 
preferred treatment for an official of a Chicago battory 
"ti|»P an y* corroborating evidence developed with regard 

allegation of bribery by Dawson and upon interview" Dawson 
* / fJ.||giied offoring any payment. United States Attorney declined 
!,Jj|ifii3ecution of Dawson because of insufficient evidence of 
battery company official apprehended making bribe 
"Ip^Dfi'icial of Civilian Production Administration and 
^’pleaded nolo contendere and received $250 fine and 
f jobation. (58-1598) 

' iSgg. 

In April, 1954, Chicago Office received inforra&tion 
f*om (; hicago Police Department, which was investigating a 
al gangland killing, to the effect that| [who 
been interviewed in this investigation, had furnished 
ormation concerning payoffs to Congressman Dawson by 
racing syndicate in Illinois* Information furnished to 
Department April 26, 1954# and r equested advice as to 
„ther any investigation was desired. The Department 
Hues ted us by mernor p^nm a " jrll 28, 1954* to obtain a copy 
jstatements made by| |or to obtain their substance* 

? 

| | Ctvt nug o Office ascertained no written statement b 

by | p nd the Department was so advised by memorandum 

J# 10, 19511.. On May lij., 1954# Department reauested us t6 

|gerviow | for all information in his possession* This 

done and results were furnished to Department by memorandum 
»ne 9, 1954, with request that advice be furnished us whether 
further investigation was desired, 'fhfl-Jinnartment by 
Jjjpfcorandum August 13, 1954, advised that | | had not 

su ' tcient specific data to substantiate charges 
'fewk'iP 0 8 8 ^ l* 5 misconduct on the part of Dawson warranting further 
a^HjWli-’Stigation and this case was being closed in the Criminal 
TOision, Department further advised that it transmitted to 
Jr Internal Revenue Service, the portion of Information 
would bo of interest to that agoncy for what action it 
ri ’ 1UdRG appropriato * (58-3267) (62-99505) Vu^ 
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CORRELATION SUMMARY 


m 


Main File No: 58-3267 


(See also 


58-1598) 


Date : 


Date Searched: 5-14-56 


Subject: 'William Levi' Dawson 

Found As: lYilliam Levj^pawson 

Will iam Lf\Dawson 
Will ian^Dawson 

Also Searched As: 

No further search made. 

This is a summary of information obtained from a 
review of all "see" references to the subject in Bureau files 
under the names and aliases listed above . No attempt ha3 been 
made to exhaust all possibilities as to the names and aliases 
by which the subject may have been known. All references under 
the above names containing data identical or possibly identical 
with the subject have been included except those listed at the 
end of this summary as not having been reviewed. The term "SI" 
preceding a serial number 3hown in the block indicates that the 
serial so designated contains the same information as the fore- 
going serial. However it should be realised that the informa- 
tion in these serials may differ somewhat in detail although 
the facts are basically the same. 

This summary is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
information set out in each reference . Except where stated 
otherwise the original serial will contain the information in 
much more detail. 

THIS SU MMA RY HAS BEEN PREPARED FOR USE AT TH E SEAT OF 
GOVERNMENT AND MAY CONTAIN IN FOR MATION NOT, SUITABLE FOR DISSEM- 
INATION. 


com: 


Ruth P. Dillon 


Coord inator 


Theda YY. Duncan 


Approjjed 


ltl'ivv 


RPD/mmr 

67DEG19 1956 ' 


■' ' 


ei DEC 7 1956’ 
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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 



k 


y/illiam Levi bawson , aka, William L. •» 
Dawson, William'* Dawson ] 


4 - 56-06 Albany, Ga. 


5 ' 10 ' 


190 Lbs . 


I 


Medium 


Black 


l 


Negro 


Brown 


Member of Congress since 78th Congres* 
T‘aon rne y* admitted to the Illinois Bar 

Graduated from Albany , Georgia Normal 
School and Fiske University, Nashvill 9: 
Tenn., receiving A.B. degree. ; 

Attended Kent College of Law, Chicagoi 

LLB. degree from Northwestern Universi 
Law School , Evanston , 111. | 


1st. Lieutenant of the 365th Infantry,} 
A.E.F. in World War I *} 


Father, Levi Dawson 

Mother, Rebecca Kendrick Dawson 


Wife, 


Nellie W. Brown Dawson , 
married 13-20-32, 


Son, 


William Levi Dawson, Jr. 


Daughter Barbara Ann Dawson 






Residence: 


1941: 


1942: 

1953: 


1954-1955: 


100 West Yfashington St., Chicago , 111 , 
534 E. 42nd St., Chicago 

322 E. 35th St., Chicago 

3520 South State St. , Chicago 



534 E. 42nd St., Chicago 


Political Activities: 


Criminal Activity: 


1930-1932 State Central Committeeman, First J 

Congressional District , 111 . s 

* 

1933 to 1939 , Alderman 2nd Ward, Chicago | 

' - : *i 

1939 - Democratic Committeeman from the 2nd f 

Ward. Dawson was formerly a Republican. ,;j 

1942 - Member of Congress ] 

19'19: Dawson was chairman of the Appropriations f 

Committee •; 

1950: Vice Chairman of the Democratic 

National Committee 3 


1946, Dawson was subject of a bribery 
investigation. Prosecution declined. 
Dawson believed to have been involved in 
policy racket in Chicago , and to have had 
connections with the criminal syndicate. 


Organisational Affiliations: 


Chairman: 


Member: 


National Citisens Committee for the re-election :f® 
of President Harry S. Truman. .5; 

■ .v$ 
'$1 

Advisory Board of the Chicago Civil Liberties 
Committee 


Executive Board of the Chicago branch of the 
National Lawyers Guild. 




Organizational Affiliations : 


Speaker at dinners or meetings of or sponsored by the following 
organ izations : 

American Youth for Democracy 

Labor's Council For Community Action (formerly Douglas 
Washington Institute) 

Midwest Negro Peoples Assembly 

National Committee to abolish the Poll Tax 

National Council of American-Soviet Friendship 

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 

Negro Labor Victory Committee 

National Negro Congress 

Supported: Communist Party and Communist Party line. 




ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS SUMMARY 


ALS: 


AYD: 


Abraham Lincoln School 
American Youth for Democracy 


CD: Congressional District 

CPA: Communist Political Association 

Cong: Congressman 

FEPC: Fair Employment Practices Committee 

IUC: Industrial Union Council 


NAACP: 


National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 


NCAPT: 


National Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax 


NFCL: 


National Federation of Constitutional Liberties , 


NNC: 


National Negro Congress 


Rep: 


Representative 



m.Aa 





27»e "Df/" of 8-9-41 contained an article entitled "Chicago 
Unity Parley Called To Speed U.S . Aid Against Hitler" , Article 
was datelined 8-8-41 at Chicago, 111 . Article reported that a 
Committee of 17 top flight Chicago leaders in the trade union , 
political and educational fields issued a call to a Conference 
(Anti-Hitler rally) to be held at the City Club , 18th floor , La Sallt 
Hotel , Chicago, on 8-12-41. William Dawson , Ward Committeeman , was 
listed as one of the signers of the Call. The Call emphasised 
that "We will gladly cooperate with 'The Committee to Defend America: 
1 Fight for Freedom Inc! and all other groups in helping to build as 
swiftly as possible a powerful smash-Hitler Movement in the Midwest . 

100-40258- A 
(18) 


On 10-15-41, by a pretext telephone call, a list of peopli i| 
who frequented the office of the NNC in Chicago, 111., was obta ined 
from Ishmael Flory , regional organiser of the Chicago Council of | 
the NNC, at Atlantic 6252, telephone number of the NNC. 

This list included the following: "Atty . I'/m * L. Dawson, 1 
534 E. 42nd." .? 




Chicago Rpt. 8-5-43 
Re: National Negro Congress 
IS-C 

61-6728-326 

(ssy 


m 


The "DW" for 8-4-42 contained an article entitled "Chicag§ t 
Great CIO Rally Thunders for a 2nd Front", by Conrad Komorowski, S 

which was datelined at Chicago, Aug. 3rd. Article reported that | 

30fthousand Chicago Citizens gathered at Grant Park for the CIO 
Council's Second Front rally "yesterday" ( 8-2-42 ) adopted with a "ty 
thunderous "Aye" o resolution urging the opening of a Western ■ 

European Offensive . % 

According to the article, William Dawson, Democratic 
candidate for Congressman of the 1st District , was one of the 
speakers. Dawson said he was proud of the role Negroes were playifit 
in the War effort and in the military services. He declared the ^ 
Negroes could play a still greater part and asked the support of 1 

the audience in the struggle against discrimination to achieve | 
greater unity behind the war effort, S 

- 7 - mi§3 049 - A “ 
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The Sojourner Truth Citizens Committee planned a 
" Mammoth rally " to he held on 9- 13-42 at the Eastern Market in i 

Detroit, Mich., for the purpose of defeating Cong. Rudolph j 

Tenerowicz . The planned speakers included Y/illiam Dawson of Chicago ' 
newly elected Negro Congresomo :: , 

("Michigan Chronicle" 9-5-45 ) 

Tenerowi cz was referred to as a Fifth Columnist and a 
Menace to the war effort. 

(" Michigan Chronicle" 8-22-45) 

Detroit Rpt. 5-8-44 

Re : C it i sens Committee For Jobs in War 
Industr ies , aka So journer Truth 
Citizens Committee , et al 
IS-C 

JOO-160769-18 F. 6 
{ 80 ) 


On 9-13-42 a "Mass Meeting" was held in the Eastern Markets 
Detroit , Mich. The Majority of those present were members of the 
NAACP , and about 1,000 Negroes attended . 


The meeting was held to arouse political support for 
various candidates . William Lawson , Negro nominee for Congress % 
from Chicago, 111., who 'was to have been a guest speaker, did not ) 
attend. Senator Charles C. Diggs stated that Dawson did not appear - 
because he (Dawson) had received a telephone call from Cong. Rudolph 
G. Tenerowicz which informed Dawson that the race situat ion in 
Detroit was rather strained and therefore to insure Dawson of havingi 
Congress ional prestige, if and when he was elected to Congress, it 
would be wise that Dawson remain out of the Detroit area contest. 

DE-67 

Detroit Rpt. 10-27-42 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among ■? 
the American Negroes In The Detroit j 
Division '*■ 

IS 

100-135-15-44, P. 53 

(1C) 
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On 9-39-49 a branch organiser meeting of the Yards 
Section, CP, was held at 4648 S, Ashland Ave,, Chicago, 111, Mike 
Kingsley the section organiser , opened the meeting by giving an 
outline on the election campaign. Kingsley stated that as fpr as 
Illinois was concerned the Communists of the State, County and City 
should lend aid and contribute to the election of Wm. L . .Davison, 

Photos tatic Copy of Conf . Inft. 

\ pt., dated 

lU^2^42, Chicago, 111. 

100 - 3 - 14-975 

(28')' 


On 10-3-42 Trade union members of the CP and the 
Independent Voter's League held a council meeting at the Sky Line 
Club, 188 West Randolph St, Chicago, 111. William Dawson, Negro 
candidate for Congress in the 1st District, attended this political /' 
meeting and was in charge of the colored group. According to 
inft., Dawson and his co-workers were well lined up with the CP, 
trade unions department . 


Rpt. of Conf. Inft. 
10-3-42, Chicago, I 
100-3-14-10 11 

(W 


dated 


On 10-14-42 a meeting of the Commonwealth Independent 
Political League was held at the Waterford Chapel, 5438 South 
State St. Chicago, 111. League comprised mo3i^J.y of colored people 
Claudius Reid, identified as being affiliated with the Chicago 
division on the March on Washington Movement, was chairman of the 
meeting. At this meeting, " The United Front program was worked out 
which was to be carried on until November 3rd (election day ) in 
support of political party candidates known for their stand to end 
discrimination against Negroes in the armed forces, industry and 
society . 

During the meeting Reid called attention to a "recent" 
address by William L. Dawson, member of the Second Ward political 
committee , touching upon the relations existing between Milton E. 
'Webster, A. Phillip Randolph, both of the AFL Pullman Porters 

t: (> - ' - 


jfts.. 
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Organisation , and the Communist groups as a result of their «? 
misunderstanding on June 56. ( evidently 1942). Reid said, Dawson, '% 
seemed to have failed in kis efforts to convince the staunch members i 
of the CP that Webster and Randolph were friends and supporters of M 
working class. 3 


I 


Chicago Rpt. 2-8-43 

Re : Com i nf i 1 CIO 1 nd ustr ial Un i o n 

Co unc ils , 

Chicago, 111, Area 
1S-C 

100-33049-9-3?, F. 37 
(33) 

31 100-3-14-1150, F. 11 
(38) 


On 11-4-42 William L. Patterson (not identified ) reported 
that he had sent a personal telegram of congratulations to 
William L , Dawson , 322 E. 35th St., ( Chicago , 111.) upon the 
occasion of his victory in the state elections. (Name of office 
not given, evidently Congress). 

Conf. In. ft J ~1 
Chicago letter 11-13-42 
Re: Workers School 

IS-C 

100-11507-58 

(33) 


Page 3 of the "D)i" for 11-26-42 contained an article 
entitled "Negro Leaders Pledge: 1 Just Begun to Fight", datelined 
11-25-42 at Chicago, 111 . Article reported that Congressman - elect 
William Dawson, 1st District of Illinois , upon learning that the 
ant i-pol f tax bill had been defeated in the Senate expressed the 
confidence that the people would see that justice was done. Dawson 
stated in part "It is with deep regret that I learn of the failure 
to pass anti-poll tax legislation. This is only the bedinning of a 
fight that shall never end until the free exercise of suffrage is 
granted to every American citizen. 1 shall fight in Congress and 
outside Congress for every democrat ic right for every citizen 
regardless of color." 

' 100- 135 -9- A . 

(15)' 


10 



On 11-35-40 The All-Chicago Committee to Salute Our 
Russian Ally " staged a program in tribute to the Soviet people on || 
the Oth Anniversary of American-Soviet relations at Orchestra Hall, >M 
330 South Michigan, Avc., Chicago, 111. 'm 

'.'/ill iam L. Bauson, U.S. Congressman from Illinois, who was f 
scheduled to appear on the program, wired his regrets, stating that 
he was detained in ii’a s h i not o n IB. C . ) a nd was unable to leave at thdl 

t ivie . L , I 


L 


A copy of the program for the anniversary meeting , on m 

11-25-43, mentioned above was enclosed with this reference . This ;if 

program, listed William L. Dawson, U. S. Con gre_ssman from Illinois , d'l 
one of the speakers. (Program furnished by on 11-20-42) -|| 

I 

On 11-2.3-42 Howard Lawrence , representative of the "D W" 4 ! 

Chicago, contacted various Congressman and legistat ive represents- | 
tives in regard to anti-poll tax legislation . Cong. Dawson gave |j 
Lawrence the following statement : "The right of every American ^ 

Citizen to vote, to exercise his voice in the government , is the M 

foundation stone of American democracy. It is wizn aeep regret Jl 

that 1 learn of the failure to pass anti-poll tax legislation in thiw 
session. This is only the beg inning of a fight which will never stojft 
until the free exercise of suffrage is granted to every American ,;| 
Citizen. I shall fight for that and other things. I shall fight 
for every democratic policy." ( CP-1 ) 

Chicago Rpt . 2-22-43 /f 

Re: CP, USA, District ' S I 

Xo—T? Hi 

100-3-14-1170, PP. 35, 39 M 

(28:/ 1 


The "PM" dated 2-9-43 contained an article, on page 11, 
entitled "House Balks at Backing Dies in Purge of Liberals" , by 
Nathan Robertson. Article concerned the charges made by Martin 
Dies against 39 Government employees. 









The article reported that during the House debate in -'| 
connection with dismissing 17 ill iam Pickens , Negro employee of the (M 
Treasury Dept ., .'/ash., D. C.< 77 illiam L, Dawson , member of the Housitj 
of Representatives) made his maiden speech . According to this item,. 
Dawson made an eloquent appeal for "fair play ", asserting that he X A 
had known Pickens personally for 40 years and knew he was not a 
Communist and never had been one. 


Cl- 7.5 SO -A 
( 05 ) 


On 2-10-43 a mass political party meeting of the 3rd l Yardy. 
was held at 5120 South Park i/ayin, Chicago , 111., to promote the CP 
candidate in the Chicago elect ions . Ray Hansborough) a Nearo 
member of the NNC of the CP) acted as chairman and explained that 
Congressman }7illiam L. Dawson in the 1st CD) had clashed with Earl 
23. Dickerson, alderman and member of the FEPC . According to inft., % 
Dickerson was an outstanding Negro political leader supported by the I 
CP ■ 




Conf-Infl \ 1 

Chicago Rpt. 7-2-43 

Re: Cominfil CIO-Industrial Union 

Counc Us, 

Chicago, 111. Area 
IS-C 

100-35049-9-37 , P. 31 

(:n) 


l||b7D 
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On 2-14-43 the annual program of the South Side Section 
CP called the "Pageant of Negro Achievement " was held at Forum Hall 
322 East 43rd St. , Chicago, 111. 

James 1 7. Ford , member of the National Committee , CP was 
the guest speaker . During his speech, he charged that Cong. 

William L. Dawson (Negro) turned against his own race to ingratiate 
himself with Martin Dies. Dawson was also occused. of being on the 
wrong side of the fence in connection with Alderman Earl B. Dickerson, 
who was known for his stand on Negro rights. 

Photostatic Copy of Rpt . of Conf. 

Inft . XXX, dated 
2-14-43 at Chicago, 111. 

> 0 100-3-14-1348 N 
(141 30 .)* 7 • 

- 12 - " ' 






On '.'-■"■'-■l' Con/. 1 nft . reported that Lari dicker son *';ffj 

Kogro Aide run n of Chicago , who ma defeated in the primaries r or "J 

reelection to that office, '.ms antagonistic toward Jill iam .coson, 5 
Ucgro Congressman , and believed h in to be a double crosser a nc cheat • 
Dickerson said Da os on was not in favor of the things he wanted and 
that Dawson had even wane so far as to "put his arms around Pies the 
other dag in Congress 

Ch ica 70 1 1 1 r r d - 

;? e ; A b r a h a a i. incoln 3 c h ool 
(l Corkers School ) 

1S-C 

100- 1150?- 

( 17 :).' 


On Larch 9, and 10, 1943 a National Conference to abolish 
the Poll Tax was held at the National Press Auditorium, in fash., J. 

According to a program distributed at this conference 
Congressman 'Nil Ham Dawaon , of Il/Hnois^ wa_s one of the speakers at 
the evening session on 3-9-43. 

The following items were enclosed with this reference . 


Co pi; of menogiLt 
( Furnished by I 



i—pro gram of the above Conferee . 
3n 3-15-43 ) 


Copy of "Poll Tax Repealer" , dated February , 1943, which 
contained a voting record of all Congressman on the Anti- 
Poll Tax Bill in "the last session of Congress ." The name 
f". L. Dawson was 1 ist ed i hll+ ^ <? re was no notation of how 
he voted. (Furnished by 

Copies of a 5 by 8 throw-away captioned "Abolish the Poll 
Tax," which advertised the meeting of 3-9-4/', end named, 
fill iam L. Dawson as one of the speakers, (inft. not note 

Copy oT "'The Poll Tax Repealer ," dated Larch, 194? , which 
conia Hie a the picture of 'Jill iam L. Dawson ( D ) Illinois, 
on the front pane. (Inft. Not noted). 

CFO Rrt. C-3C-4? 

R e : Na t ional Co mm itte e to a hoi i s h 

The Poll Tax 

1S-C 

6 3-6 ?5 71 -34 , p. 4 

, H . 

'■ SI as Far. 1 above 

100-135-53-75 . F. 75 (inft. not viv e\ 
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The "DW" for "'-10-43 contained an article entitled || 

"Conference , 6 Congressmen unite an Anti-Poll Tax Bill". Article M 
datelined at Washington, (D.C.) March 9 ( 1943 ) reported that a -.M 

drive to repeal the poll tax at the 1943 session of Congress was | 
launched that day by the National Committee to Abolish Foil Tax, ? 1 
According to this article, Virginia Foster Durr, executive vice - ,:M 

president of the Anti-Foil Tax Committee , said that six Congressman 3m 
had joined together in a steering Committee to fight the "undemocratic 
poll tax." Mrs. Durr named the members , which included William L. -'| 
Dawson, Illinois Democrat, f 

\A, 

6 2- 67571- A / 


The "PM" for 5-7-43 conta ined an article on page ^ , jl 
entitled " Anti-Poll Tax Bill Forced Out: Early Facsage Held Certaiti, 
by Nathan Robertson . Article subtitled "Pet it ion Completed With || 
Record Speed; 10 Congressmen Signed yesterday ." 4 

;| 

This article reported that a majority of the House membepm 
forced the anti-poll tax bill out of the Committee by petition. Th&m 
bill to be brought before the House for a vote. Article also re- 1 
ported that" it mas a non-partisan, coa,lit ion drive that put the J 
petition across so quickly , The committee in charge represented J| 
three parties , all sections of the Country and both the white and !•••' 
Negro races. Dawson is the only Negro in the House." 


10 0-28 126 -A 


m 


1 


( is) 

Correlators Note: Due to the torn condition of this clipping the 
full indexed name of William Dawson was not found. f 


The "Df, dated 5-28-43, contained an article entitled 
"Ask Wallace Speed Poll -Tax Action." Article revealed that the 
National Federation of Constitutional Liberties sent a wire to each 


k; 

I 

fe; 
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member of the non-partisan coalition of Congressmen (evidently 
Wash., D.C, ) who guided HR? ( anti-poll tax bill) through the house . 

William L. Dawson received one of the wires 3 which 
stated in part. "The overwhelming adoption of HR-7 by the House 
today is proof the House is responding to the demand of the 
American people that the poll tax be abolished this year ” 

100- 1170- A 

(™) 


In May 1943 a Mr. Atwell (fnu) , an attorney who had been 
active in the CP, and who was a new member of the March on 
'Washington Ho vement^'Chicago , 111.} was reported to be a close 
friend of Congress woman L. Da ipson. 


As of June 1943 Congressman William L. Dawson was a 
member of the board of directors of the Committee on Racial Equal 

Conf. Source of Information B: 

George Gleeson , Chief Inve st igator I 

of the office of the Illinois State f 

Cogrdinative Law Enforcement 4 

Agencies} 188 West Randolph St. } 3 

Chicago. | 

Chicago Rpt . 6-21-43 4 

Re: March on i Washington Movement 
IS ;? 

100-95014-330} PP. 10, 14 J 

(34) n 


In July 1943, Conf. Infts. 

whose identities are known to the BureauT, JurnTsTied the Chicago 
Field Office with a list of names and addresses of individuals 
directly or indirectly associated with the I.W.O. . 

One of the. listings read "'William Dawson, 534 East 43nd 
Street” (undoubtedly Chicago, 111. ) 


Chicago Rpt. 7-28-43 
lie: Internat ional W 01 


Re: International Workers Order 
IS- c 

61 - 7341 - 9-108 

- 15 - ( Q ) 
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On 8-14-43 1 1 made available a circular announcing • ,i9 

a First and Second CD "Eaua 1 Rights Rally to Yfin the ! far and Pea ce”fj|i 
at the Metropolitan Community Church . 41st and South Parkway, Chicafma 
111. (Date not clearly stated). The circular listed the speakers , l l j l 

which included IHlliam L. Dawson. :*<m 

Chicago Rpt, 8-4-44 ;1 

Re: Chicago Civil Libert ies Committee : M 

is- o ' i 

100-G605-31 

(32) m 


On 8-22-43 j a First and Second CP "Equal Rights Rally to fa 
Win the War and Peace" was held at the Metropolitan Community Churchm 
4100 South Parkways Chicago, 111. The attendance was estimated as flHH 
least one hundred. H 

'William L. Dawson wired his regrets that pre vious speakin^M 
engagements prevented him from being present at this rally as a li 
speaker . m 


Chicago Rpt. 1-18-44 

Re: 'William Lorenso Patterson , was. 

IS-C 

100-39-47 , P. 4 

( 30 / 

SI 100-39-34, P. 4 
(30) 


On 9-5-43 William Dawson was one of the speakers at a 
Chicago South Side Political Action Conference , held at Boulevard 
Halls 356 East 47th St., dhicago, 111 . 


16 - 



This Conference was the result of ag itat ion by the 
South Side Section of the CP and supported by the trade unions 
having their CP blocs within the ranks. (No details of Dawson's 
speech were given). 


Chicago Rpt. 11-27-43 
Re: Cominfil CIO) Industr ial Union 
Councils) Chicago , Area 
IS- C 

100-33049-9-44, P. 10 

(M) 

SI 100-3-14-1930) P. 11 ( Leaflet 
announcina the above mentioned meeting), 
on which Dawson was listed as a guest 
was enclosed with this reference) ' 

( w 


On 9-6-43 a trade union and political conference was held 
at Boulevard Hall , 356 East 47th St., Chicago, 111. Considerable " ; - 
planning for this conference was done by the Packinghouse Section 
of the CP and the South Side Section of the CP under the direction 
of Ray Hansborough and Herbert March. They were mainly responsible 
for the appearance of Cong. Uilliam Dawson from District 1, Chica 
Hansborough and March were assisted by Frank Jurek, of the South 
Side Steel Section of the CP, and others. 

According to inft ., Dawson confined his remarks, more or 
less, to the racial question and the many efforts being made to 

bring about improved conditions for the Negro. 

« 

Photostatic Copy of Inft. XXX Rpt. date 
9-6-43 at Chicago, 111. 

100 - 3 - 14-1815 

(14) 

SI as Par. 1 above 





John Kelliher , President of Local l fll54 of the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers, CIO, in line with the CP's 
political action program, arranged for Congressman Thomas S. Gordon 
of the 8th District of Illinois to speak before a gathering of 
members from his local and other interested people, on 9-8-43, in 
Chicago , 111. This meeting "followed the same pattern as those 
held in various parts of the city where the following Congressmen 
appeared / ,! illtam L. Dawson, William, A, Rowan, Fred 'll . Busbey and 
Martin Gorski". 

Photostatic cony of Rot. of Conf. 

In ft . ATT 
dated 9-8-43 
at Chicago, 111. 

100 - 3 - 14-1817 

(28) 


On 10-10-43 several Negro civic, political, and economic 
leaders stopped over in Boston, Mass., on their return from the 
launching of the""SS Robert L. Kann" at Portland, Maine, (Ship named 
for the late Negro who founded the largest Negro paper, the / 

Pittsburgh Courier). Congressman i William Dawson, of Chicago, 111., ' 
was included in the group. 

Although their function in Portland was to witness the 
launching of the Liberty Ship, the Negro leaders pointed out that 
they took it as an opportunity to point out the conditions existing 
in the Army and in economic fields in general for Negroes . They 1 
criticised the President for refusing to speak out and end dis - : i 
crimination in the armed forces and civilian life. A 

Source evaluated as usually reliable ; in information as 
probably true. 



MID Rpt. dated 11-36 
100-135-5-25 







■ ' :v '4Ms44 4 ■■ fWk ' 

» 


On 10-90-43 , William L. Dawson , Chicago , 111 ., was one jfl 
of the speakers at a meeting of the Inter-Racial Discuss ion Group ”|s 
which vjas held at the Academy of Music in Philadelphia.} Pa_. ;J| 

About 300 persons attended the meeting. (No details of speech were im 
given). '|| 

v i s u r ; 1 h ila.'elph ia Rpt , 11-1 1 si 

’i-e: 3„'I. Fh Had el oh ia Field " ; u : a ion ;f 
IS-F ‘ | 

100-16-38-10 , F. 3 s 

(3oy i 


On 10-11-43 an executive board meeting of the National 4 

Committee to Abolish the Poll Tax was held in the Council room 4 

of the Railroad Brotherhood in the Labor Bldg., 10 Independence Ave'S, 
3.1/., Wash., D.C. They discussed the Poll Tax bill (HR -?) , And ) 
announced that the committee had secured Congressman Dawson , and 
others, to present the case for the Committee at the hear ings . 4 

(C-269) ' | 

On 10-36-43 at a meeting of the NCAPT hS-ld in the office 
Representative Bender, room 355, Old House Office Bldg., Nash., D. C.lj 
it was reported that the case of the Committee had been presented .4 
quite forceably by Cong. Dawson , and others. i 

(C-369) 4 

Rep. y/illiam Dawson, CIO Counsel Lee Pressman jond AFL - 
Counsel Joseph A. Padway were the three lawyers who would argue tha 
the anti-poll tax bill was constitutional before the Senate Judicii 
Committee on 10-26-43 . These individuals loere chosen by the NCAPIf)% 
not only because they were distinguished lawyers but were also ; : ;J 
representatives of the groups which had fought for abolition of the? 
poll tax. (" DW " 10-31-43) % 

1 

William L. Dawson was named as a member of a non- * 

partisan coalition which guided HR-7 through the House of Represent- 
atives. ("DW" 5-38-43) 4? 

WFO Rpt. 19-31-43 f 

Re: National Committee to Abolish ~ 

The Poll Tax 4 

IS-C ■} 

62-67571-45, PP. 2,4,9-12 

(0.2b) 
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The 10-37-43 issue of the "FM" contained an article 
entitled Foil Tax Filibusterers Win Fresh Stall on Bill", which 
reported that hearings on the constitutionality of the anti-poll 
tax bill was recessed until the following week. 

Article also reported that one of the last witnesses 
favoring the bill was Rep. William L. Dawson , who emphasised, the 
millions of voters disfranchised by the poll tax. 

This article set out a portion of Dawson's speech , and 
contained a photograph of Dawson. 


94-8-1003-A 



m 


■m 


According to the "Chicago Defender” dated 10-30-43 
Frederick F. Wall, Secretary to Rep. William Dawson (Dem. 111.), 
and others, accompanied Ishamael Flory, Vice President of the 
NNC, to see A. A. Sprague, trustee of the Rapid Transit Lines, 
Chicago, 111, At this conference with Sprague, an agreement was 
reached whereby colored trainmen and ticket takers would be put to 
work as rapidly as they could be qualified. Sprague said he already S 
had a large number of applications on hand. " " 


Chicago Rpt . 
Re: National 
IS-C 

61-6738-344 

(?) 


11-9-43 

Negro Congress 


On 10-31-43 the NNC held a victory celebration as a 
result of the employment of Negroes by the Chicago Survace (or 
Surface) Lines as motormen and conductors . Celebration held at the 
Indiana Ave . Methodist Church, Chicago, 111. Fred P. Wall, 
secretary to William L. Dawson, Democratic Representative , took 
part in this affair . 


Chicago Rpt. 1-39-44 

Re: Cominfil CIO, Industrial Union 

Councils . Chicago Area 

I : Si-% ; 

100-33049-9-53 , P. 43 

(S3.) 

SI 100 -3- 14- 30 17 P. 51 
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In the first part of November , 1943 the NNC held a 1 

victory celebration mar'king the close of a successful campaign to ; || 
obtain the employment of Negroes on the buses, elevated and surface | 
lines at the Indiana Methodist Churchy 56th and Indiana , Chicago, Jill 

Congressman William L. Dawson was one of the speakers at ;J| 
this celebration, and he received a standing ovation by the crowd . | 

He hailed the capitulation of the employers as a "great victory" j 
and one which showed that Chicagoans could fight together for 
things they deemed worthwhile . (inf t . Not given) 

Summary of Intelligence Matters 
enclosed with 

Copy of Chicago letter, 1-39-44 
Re: Quarterly Intelligence Summary 
IS Quarterly Report 
100-3-14-3033, end. P. 304 

( 89 ) 


About December, 1943 Cong. William Dawson of Chicago, 111 
prom.ised to help Ida Pellar , Of. the Fund Drive for the 

NCAPT with her work. 

Chicago Rpt. 6-8-44 
Re: National Committee To Abolish 
The Poll Tax 

Q 

62-67571-63, PP. 1,4 
(26) 


On 13-30-43 reported that the "DW" planned to 

publish an anniversary {HUW) issue on January 9th ( undoubtedly 19 
which was to receive Nat ionwide distribution . Congressman William 
Dawson of Chicago, 111., was among the individuals contacted in an;i 
effort to obtain greetings for this issue, (it was not noted 
whether or not he submitted a greeting to the anniversary issue). 

Chicago Rpt. 3-10-44 

Re: CP, USA , District ,)8 

I S'- c 

, 100-3-14-2045, P. 6 

i 7 < (14) 
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/lppro.r. the latter part of Dec. 1943 , William L. Patterso 
of the ALS , Chicago , 111 ., told Cong. William Dawson that 
Herman H. Finch, public relations counsel from NYC, was in 
Chicago on the matter of the National Committee to Abolish 
the Poll Tax. Patterson sai d ±ha± Ehuih w anted to see Dawson 
while in Chicago. | 

On 13-31-43 Finch had an appointment to see Dawson 
and Hiss Pierce apparently of the Hay or *s Committee on Racial 
Relations . /no detail s given) 


/|b7D 


Patterson advised that Dawson was securing an appointment / 
for Finch with the Mayor (na me no± given) for Monday, 1-3-44. ;| 


Chicago Rpt. 1-8-44 

Re: Abraham Lincoln School 

(Chicago Workers School) 

IS-C 

100-11507-195, PP. 1 , 17. 39 
(17) 


advised (probably in the early part of 1944 ) 
that Louise TKompson , Midwest Pres ident of the TWO, devoted most 
of her time to recruit ing among Negroes living on the South Side, 
Chicago, 111., in order to establish a Negro section for the 
Midwest Division of the IY/O. According to informant, Fred 'WaT 
Secretary to William Dawson, and others , were active in the re- 
cruiting program. 

Chicago Rpt. 7-13-44 

Re: International Workers Order in 

Chicago Field Division 

IS-C 

61-7341-9-231, P. 26 
(Oi/ 
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The "Chicago Sun " 0 / 1-9-44 repori.cn that the 
AYD vjci3 scheduled to hold an emergency conference ci the 
Central Y14CA , Chicago . 111., on that date. It was stated 
that the A YD had been conducting a nation wide campaign 
for the passage of a Federal Bill based on the provisions 
of the original Lucas~'Jreen Bill {Soldi iers Vote Pill), 
sir tide listed 7 ill ian L. Dawson as one of the sponsors 
of the Conference . 

Chicago P.vi . 4 - 1 3- 4 4 

Re: CP, USA. District ■ d 

IS-C 

100-2-14-2140, F. Sc 

( 9 g y 

SI 61-777-9-40 

( 34 )- 1 


On January 30th and 21st, 1944 the National Council 
to Establish a Permanent FEPC held a conference in Nash., D. C , 
At a mass meeting attended by about 350 people, various 
speakers addressed the audience on the need of legislation 
to create a permanent FEPC, It was noted that at the time 
of this conference , there were three separate bills pending 
before Congress to establish in some form such a committee . 

One had bean introduced by Representat ive Nilliam L. Dawson 
(l)cn., 111.). During this conference , delegations were 
sent to various members of Congress urging their support 
for one of these bills. 

After the date of the conference * 4 . Philip Randolph, 
of the council to Establish a Permanent FEPC, came out in 
the newspapers as favoring the Bill introduced by Rep, Dawson 
as the best of the three, and urged support for it. 


Inft . not given 
7F0 Rpt. 2-19-44 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among 
The American Negroes In The 
Yashington Field Division 
IS 

100-135-S: -Id': P. 5 







Mfe 
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The V /or 1-28-44 reported that the NNC in NYC 
had. been active in a campaign to get conoress ional signatures 
to petition 16 to force Cong. Vito Mar canton io ’ s Bill r'or 
a permanent FLPC onto the floor (evidently of the House of Rep., 
,1 ash., .D , C . ) Cong, l/illiam l. Dawson of Illinois, had been 
leading the drive to procure the necessary names lor the 
petition. 


This reference enclosed a pamphlet entitled " A 
Permanent FLPC . " This pamphlet contained a partial list 
of the National Committee of the National Council For A 
Permanent FL’PC . List included the name "Hon. William Dawson," 

(Pamphlet furnished by I bn 


enclc >. 


pa mph 1 e i c n t i 1 1 c a 


i 2-54-4 


WFO Rpt. 2-15-44. 

Re: National Council For a Permanent 

FEPC 

IS 

100-272184-3, F. 11 

(ssy 


In February 1944 various individuals charged the War Dept, 
with discrimination in the use of N e or o combat troops overseas. 

It was reported that Dawson, lone Negro Representative 
of Congress, stated that Secretary of War, Henry L. Stimson , should 
resign. Dawson thought Stimson was either woefully ignorant on the 
matter of Negro troops or uxts purposely carrying out the pattern i 
of Fascist elements within the military establishment who^se purpose 
it was to discredit the Negro fighting men of the nation. 

The "Pittsburgh Courier ", (date not given) reported that 
Congressman Dawson stated that" the diabolical activities of some 
brass hats in strategical positions within the military establishment 
of the nation is sabotaging the real American program of the 
President , is robbing the nation of the services of thousands of 
first class fighting men and causing the death of hundreds of white 
boys who must fill the front line places of Negro boys who are 
ready and eager to do their bit if given a chance." 


1 
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Source evaluated as completely reliable ; information as 
confirmed by other sources. 

MID Rpt . dated 3-13-44 

100 - 135-194 

( 50 ) 

Correlators Note: Due to the torn condition of this serial the full 
name of Damson was not found . 


"Co 


|U) 


On 2-2-44 a semi-monthly meeting of the March on H 

Washington Movement was held at the Harlem Branch of the YUCA, 135th). 
St.) NYj NY) . At this meeting emphases was placed on urging the 
members to attend the Public Rally to be held at Town Hall on 
February 7th } to establish a permanent FEPC . Leaflets and free 
tickets were distributed . Speakers for the rally included Rep. 
William L . Dawson) D. } Illinois. 

Copy of MID Memo, dated 2-3-44 

100 - 95014-514 


(i 


"Qi 


m 


The " Dtf ’) dated 2-3-44 } contained an article entitled "tfriil 
on Bills Ittal For Permanent FEPC" s by Eugene Gordon. 

This article discussed bills in the House of Representative 
concerning a permanent FEPC. According to the article) Cong. 

Thomas Scanlon of Pa.) and Cong. William L. Dawson drew up a bill in% 
thi3 regard) named H.R. 4004 } which went by mistake to the 
Committee on labor.* and it was still there as of 2-3-44. 

Article also discussed a bill. H .R .-1732 } by Cong. Vito 
Marcantonio regarding this matter f and the poss ibility of combining 
the two bills. 


! •' 
*-v 

tj 


' 100-17Q600-A 
( 34 ) 

SI 61-6728-371 (No Source) 
( 25) 
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On 2*7-44 a Public Rally was held at Town Hall lowest 
43rd . St.) NYC) sponsored by the National Council for a permanent 
FEPC . The purpose of the meeting was to urge passage of H.R. 3986) 
a bill to establish a permanent FEPC. 


Rep. William Dawson was contacted by telephone and 
spoke about three minutes by amplifier from Chicago. 

Rep. Thomas E. Scanlon from Pa. read a lengthy discourse 
containing a few excerpts from the Scanlon-Dawson Bill) which was 
introduced in the House "recently" . 

Copy of MID Memo ) dated 2-17-44 

100 - 95014-525 

(19) 

SI- 100-272184-4 (Copy of MID Memo dated 
2-12-44. Source evaluated as completely 
reliable information as confirmed by 
other sources. "Confidential" ) 

(35) 

SI as pars. 1 and 2 above 
100-135-54-297 (l/D-119) '• 

( 31 ) j 

SI as Par. 1 and 2 above / 

100-3-4-3437 (No Source) ) 

(28) 4 

SI as Par. 1 and 2 above 4 

100-3-4-3234 (No Source) 

(28)' J 


m 

m 




The " United Citizens Victory Committee" , Chicago 3 Ill4 
attempted to obtain Cong. William Dawson as one of the principoiil 
speakers for a Negro History Week unity celebration to be held if 
44) at the Wendell Phillips High School) Chicago. . 


W7 


% 




The telegram inviting Dawson to speak (auotSd in fiil% 
this reference) was signed by "Oscar Brown, 3458-S State Stre% 
Chicago Illinois". (Telegram not dated). ' ,\s 


I 


According to inft., the telegram was sent by Louii 
Thompson of the I WO. d f.p 
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Chicago Rpt, 3-2-44 ■ % 

Re: International Workers Or 4* 
the Chicago Field Divisionfwk 
IS-C 

61-7341-9-185 

- 26 - I 




Bmm 




r?iwhi 








Benjamin J m Davis , Jr., CP, NYC Councilman, was scheduled \ 
to speak at a meeting at the Wendell Phillips High School auditorium if 
in Chicago, 111. on 2-20-44. Meeting being held in connect ion with 1 
Negro History Heck, was sponsored by the C it isens \/ictory Committee • ! | 


The CP attempted t 
the Ben Davis meeting. 



y ill iam Dawson to speak at 


According to a leaflet (quoted in this reference ) advertise) 
ing the above mentioned meeting, Cong. Dawson was not one of the '% 

speakers. | 

4 

Chicago Rpt . 4-13-44 ;$ 

Re: CP, USA, Dist. if 8 | 

IS-C ' 1 

100-3-14-2141, PP. 2, 20 | 

(15) ch 


On 3-9-44 at a regular monthly meeting of the 2nd \jJard 
Branch, of the CP, which was held at the George Washington Carver 
Center , Chicago, 111., Comrade Hackney (pyy ), member of the UPWA 
( United Public Workers of America), CIO, discussed the 'unity uhich 
should exist between white and Negro workers, and the importance of | 
electing men who were sympathetic to labor in the 1944 elections . 
Hackney stated that he was a member of the Committee which met with 
Cong. William Dawson the week before and that this committee propose 
that a South Side Conference of all progressive groups be held. 
According to Hackney , arrangements were made to hold such a Con- 
'erence and Dawson agreed to lend his aid to such a proposal. The 
purpose of this meeting would be to assure President Roosevelt's 
renomination for a fourth term as President. 



Chicago Rpt. 4-11-44 
Re: CP, USA, District 'S 
IS-C 

100-3-14-2134 , P. 19 
(15) 
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On 3-9-44 Haddock (fnu) asked Elayne Goldste in of NFCL | 
(not identified, possibly National Federation of Constitutional If 
Libert ies) for the names of the Congressmen who signed pet it ions on 
FEPC bills. (Locality possibly Wash., D. C. ) 

Elayne had the names of some of the Congressmen which she 'jk t 
had obtained by polling them. She had sent the names to NT but she % 
remembered a few, which included Dawson ('William L. Dawson# ■ ) The | 
NMV ( National Maritime Union) wanted this information . 4 

Tesur log . Wash., D. C. 3-9-44 ) 

MC Summary ! | 

Entitled , Cominfil CIO Maritime Union t 
IS-C 4 

100-203368-321 f 

(35) } 

Name written in blue pencil on this reference . 


On 3-21-44 a conference on the Negro question was started J 
in Chicago, 111. Rheua Pearce, of the Mayor's Committee on Racial 4 
Relations, believed the conference was built up with the idea of ^ 
creating a big national council for the North comparable to the 
Southern Council to take care of its own problems and get away front 
the South on the Negro question. 

Rheua was reported to have commented on some Negro press $ 
releases concerning Representative William Dawson's suggestion in ^ | 
Washington (D.C.) that a National council of eight people should tiU 
formed to work on the whole Negro problem. Pearce believed the p 
conference opened in Chicago might have been a move to counteract ■; 
Dawson's suggestion. t 


Chicago Rpt. 4-28-44 
Re: Abraham Lincoln School 
(Chicago Workers' School) 
IS-C 

100-11507-251, P. 12 
(17) 


- 28 - 
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I On 1-9-44 the A7D held a mass meeting at the central ]| 
TUCA, 19IS. La Salle St., Chicago, 111 . Geraldyne Lightfoot in- 'M 
dilced Cong. William Dawson to sponsor the meeting. I 

Geraldyne requested Cong. Dawson to speak on the poll taxi* 
bill at a regular meeting of the 3rd Yfard Branch, South Side Section 
CPA , Chicago, on 5-11-44. Dawson's secretary suggested she invite 1 
Rep. Corneal Davis to occupy that position. Geraldyne later met ;f 
with Dawson and he agreed to speak. He suggested she urge the / 
people who would attend the meeting to send letters or telegrams to/ 
the Senators from Illinois requesting them to vote for a cloture | 
when this matter was debated in the Senate. % 


Chicago Rpt. 8-25-44 

Re: Geraldyne Lightfoot, wa 

IS-C 

100-235482-4, PP. 2,5 

( 20 / 

SI as par. 1 above 
100-3*14-2028, P. 2 
( 14 ) 

Correlator's Note : It is noted elswhere in this summary, refer -mot 
100-3-14-2248, P. 22, that Rep. Davis addressed the meeting ''of the 
3rd Ward Branch on the poll-tax bill. 


On 5-8-44 CG0-5038 reported that Geraldyne Lightfoot, f* 
CP member of Chicago, 111., had been attempting to get a speaker on I 
the question of the Poll Tax Bill for a regular meeting of the 3rd % 
Ward Branch, South Side Section of the CP of Chicago, to oe held on % 
5-11-44. She attempted to get Cong, William Dawson to speak, but | 
was unable to do so. Dawson's secretary suggested that she obtain :J| 
Representative Corneal Davis as a speaker on this occasion. Accordi 
to inft., Lightfoot met with Corneal Davis, and he agreed to speak 1 
before the 3rd Yfard Branch. Davis suggested that Lightfoot have a 111 

the people who would attend the meeting send letters or telegrams to« 

the senators from Illinois and ask them to vote for a Cloture. f 

J| 

An article in the "Chicago Defender" for Saturday, 5-20-4M 
reported that Rep. Corneal Davis was the guest speaker at the | 

Third Ward Club of the CP "Thursday Night" at its meeting centering % 
around the fight against the poll tax. 

Chicago Rpt . 6-27-44 

, Re: CP, USA, District No, 8 ( 

; / •; IS-C 

i i 100-3-14-2248, P. 22 

(IS) 

- 29 - 
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A meeting of the Illinois Midwest Negro people's 
Assembly to Draft Roosevelt was held in Chicago on June 34th and 
85th) 1944, Meeting held under the co-sponsorship of the Negro 
People's Assembly and the Douglas-Wash ington Institute , 




I 


On 6-35-44 Congressman William L. Dawson was one of the 
speakers at the meeting , which was held in. the Savoy Ballroom. The "i 
entire program was a pol it ical movement to Draft President Roosevelt j 
for a fourth term and to support the Administration. 

It was the informants opinion that this meeting was V| 

Communist inspired and dominated . g 

SPR-1153 I 

Springfield Rpt . 7-31-44 
Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among M 
the American Negro In The ;| 

Springfield Division J 

1 $0-135-58-56, P. 3 I 

(31) I 

SI 100-330738-8 ( "DW" 6-39-44) b71 

(35 ) 


SI 100-3-14-3352 (Conf. Infts. - Numb « 
not given ) A 

(39) 

SI as Pars. 1 & 2 above 
100-3-14-3276 , P. 131 (inft. not give 
(39) 


On 7-20-44 \ reported that William L. Patterson > 

Assistant Director of the ALS , and a member of the National Committal 
of the CPA] had had a long conversation with Congressman William 
Dawson , of Chicago, 111., concerning Dawson's working with the Negro 
People's Assembly for the re-election of President Roosevelt . 

(No details of the conversation were given). 

Chicago Rpt. 13-12-44 
Re: Negro Feople's Assembly , formerly 
;• known as Illinois Midwest Negro 

'■)' v- r v ; i People's Assembly 

r . 7 IS-C 

100-337833-15, P. 4 

( 31 ) 
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On 8-27-44 an Action Conference "Labor For Roosevelt" 
was held at Boulevard Hall , 366 East 47th St., Chicago, 111. About 
370 delegates representing organized labor in the 1st and 2nd CDs 
participated in this meeting. 

Congressman Y/illiam L. Dawson was represented by Leon 
Harris (not identified), who spoke for five minutes on the National 
Political Situation and urged the delegates to register the voters 
in their precincts and wards in order that they might reelect 
President Roosevelt . 


CKTcago Rpt. 10-17-44 
R e : CPA Distr ict r8 
IS-C 

100-3-14-2398, P. 9 
(29) 


During September 1944 the activities of the AYD among the 
Negroes of the South Side Section of Chicago, 111, were centered 
around getting organised for a program which was to be held on 
10-14-44 at the Morrison Hotel. Congressman '.','illiam L. Dawson was 
one of the sponsors of the program, which was entitled "Salute to 
Young America." ( Inft . not given) 

Chicago Rpt. 9-26-44 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among 

The American Negroes In The 

Chicago Field Division 

IS 

100-135-9-112 , P. 2 


Exhibit No. 1. dated 1-14-39 at NX^j in the " Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade " section of the append i.v^co^an HCUA report recording 
Communist front organisations, listed Alderman William L. Dawson, of 
the Second Ward, Chicago , 111., among the " American Communists and 
Sympathisers who Fought For Loyalist Spain." 

(Page 277) 
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Exhibit No. 1 in the "Test imoninl Dinner For Fere inane 
C. 6'mith" section of the above ment ioned report , which was from the 
"D17" for 9-11-44, F. 8, listed Rep. William L. Dawson as a sponsor 
for a testimonial dinner honoring Ferdinand C. Smith, national 
secretary of the National Maritime Union , to be held at the Hotel 
Commodore in New York on 9-30-44. The dinner was being given in 
recognition of Smith's outstanding service to labor , the Negro 1'eople 
and the nation. (Page 1633 ) 

Serial described above 

61-7583-1398, FP. 377. 168 3 

(ss) 


The "Chicago Defender " for 9-30-44 reported that Conaress 
had recessed until Nov. 14, and left FEPC legislation up in the air. 
The bill was held up in the House. Then before a delegation could 
see the Pres ident the recess ensued. 


The Permanent FEPC Council wanted Falter White, A. Philip • 
Randolph, William Dawson , and the President of the Negro Publishers | 
Association ( name not given ) to go to the White House with them but i 
Dawson was in New York and the Publisher declined . | 

(lnft. not clearly stated) 6) 

The National Council for a permanent FEPC arranged § 

for Walter White of the NAACP, A. Philip Randolph of the vi 

March on Washington, and Representative William L. Dawson to have | 
a conference with President Roosevelt to seek his, the President's 
endorsement for a permanent FEPC. (lnft. not clearly stated ). | 

(No date given) g 




i WO Rpt. 10-30-44 , : g 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among')), 
The American Negroes In The Wash. 
Field Division .4 

T Ct 4 . 

Io •;? 

100-135-53-163 , FP 4, 0 % 

(ie) ' ' 1 


m 
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27ie 10-7-44 issue of the "People's Vo ice" , Negro News- | 
papers contained an article entitled " Powell , Wallace Blast 
Dewey } OOP Platform". Article reported that Chicago Con- 
gressman William L. Dawson made a political speech to a crowd | 

of 4sOOO persons at the Golden Gate (Locality and Date not given). 

Dawson stated "the battle lines are clearly 
drawns the issues are plain." He said party lines had been 
forgotten in the 1944 election. He said "the same old 
gang that created the 1933 depression is now sponsoring the 
Republican party to-day". He named the accomplishments of the 
New Deals and said "Roosevelt inherited the depressions he didn't 
create it." He declared " Roosevelt has done more to help the 
Negro than any other President since Lincoln. Nearo-bciiting and 
race hating in the South existed before Roosevelt" . 

Above mentioned clipping enclosed with 
NY memo 10-33-44 
Re: The "People's Voice 
IS 

100 - 51930-132 

( 34 r 


On 9-33-44 I ] made available an invitation to the 

AYD Anniversary banquet called y " Salute to Young Americas” to be 
held 10-14-44 in the Grand Ball Room of the Morrison Hotels 
Chicago s 111. This invitation listed Cong. William L. Dawson 
as one of the sponsors. 


On the above date 


i Iso made available a flyer 


- i r* j 

pertaining to the above mentioned affair. The flyer indicated 
that the speakers of the evening would include Cong. William 
L. Dawson of Illinois. 

Chicago Rpt. 10-30-44 
Re: AYD 

IS-C 

61-777-9-109 s PP. 9 , 10 
(34) 
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On 10-14-44 Deloriea Gerrard, president of the Teheran 
Clubs AID) Chicago , 111,, told Molly Lieber , of AYD hdqrs,, that 
she attempted to induce Frederick P. Wall, secretary to Cong. 
William L. Dawson, to attend the AYD anniversary banquet at 
the Morrison Hotel, Chicago , on that date , but that Wall had 
refused to come . 


Chicago Rpt . 3-16-45 
Re: Delories Madolene Gerrard , wa, 
Delores Gerrard 
1S-C 

100-340278 -:? . P. 8 
(35) 


m 


On 4-28-44 Mrs. Carl Lieber, Executive Secretary of the 
Illino is-Indiana Region of the AYD asked Congressman William L. 
Dawson to speak at the National AYD Conference to be held in 
Wasington, D.C. ( date not given)- Mrs. Lieber later advised Bob 
McCarthy of 13 Astor Place, NYC • (not further identified ) by 
telegram, that Dawson had consented to cooperate with them and 
that he should be contacted. 

Dawson was scheduled to speak at a banquet which was 
held at the Morrison Hotel, Chicago, to celebrate the first 
Anniversary of the AYD, on 10-14-44, but he was unexpectedly 
called to Washington . 


Chicago Rpt. 1-31-45 
Re: Mrs. Carl I. Lieber Nee Molly 
Sheiman, j 

wa s . | 

IS- C I 

100-44142-17 FP. 2,4 * 

(-) J 

SI as Par. 2 above . ?! 

100-135-9-120, P. 2 (Inft. not given) | 

(30) | 
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In the latter part of November 1944, Otto danger in 
(not identified, possibly of Chicago, 111.) contacted Cong. 
William Dawson concerning the reputed membership of Governor 
Dwight H, Green, of Illinois, in the K.u Klux Klan. I'/angerin 
advised that he had talked to Lloyd C. Moody, former law 
partner of Green , who had claimed that Green was a member of 
the Klan. (No further details :oere given). 


Chicago letter, 11-15-44 
Re: CPA, District ”8 
IS-C 

100-8-14-3435 

(15) 


The 11-4-44 issue of the " Afro-American " announced that m 
"for the first time since reconstruction , those colored men , If 

both Democrats, will sit in the U.S. Congress next year. They J 

are Adam Powell, of New York, and William L. Dawson, of Chicago . 1 

Congressman Dawson is also Assistant Chairman of the Democratic ■ $ 

Nat ional CommittJe and the first colored man to hold such an f 

appointed office in either major political party." 

IfFO Rpt . 11-35-44 j 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among ) 
the American Negroes In The Washington f 
Field Division 

IS 

100-135-53-173, P. 35 
(31) 


In the latter part of 2944., | advised that William 

Dawson was known to be a contact of Morris Childs , President of 
District No. 8, CPA, Chicago, 111. 

Chicago Rpt . 13-3- 4 4 
Re: CPA, District No. 8 

IS-C 

100-3-14-^444 . P. 37 

( 18 ) 
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In the latter part of 1945., William L. Dawson 
Negro Congressman (ill.) was in favor of President Truman's 
request for peacetime Military training. \ 

(Evaluation not given ) 

MID P.pt . 10-26-45 to 11-2-45 
100-7660-2455 P. 11 

(- 2 ) 


In the latter part of Dec.) 1944 or first part of || 

January 1945 the CIO, 1UC appointed a committee to plan a W 

reception and dance for A dam Clayton Powell of NYC and Con- 
rressnan Dawson of Chicago to be held at the Uline's Arena J 

(possibly i/ash., D.C.) Reception to be sponsored by the IUC M 

and other trade union groups, (no inft. given) Jjjj 

The "Pittsburgh Courier" for 12-23-44 contained an J| 

article by Ernest E. Johnson in which he stated that Congressman , ..jj 

William L. Dawson had confirmed the fact that he had called upon :f 

the Jar and Navy Depts. to institute studies immediately into 
the establishment of basic policies with regard to the inclusion | 
of Negroes in the post War Military establishment of the U.3, 

Dawson declared that intelligent planning "now" would make for 
a more efficient utilisation of Negro Manpower . J|j 

WFO Rpt. 1-20-45 ,;M 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among 
American Negroes in the Wash. Field -m 

Division : ;1 

IS I 

100-135-53-193 . PP. 3. 25 'M 

m- ' ■ • 1 
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On 1-9-45 Calvin Cousins told Janes Branca , President 
of the local CPA , 'Washington , D.C. that he had been unsuccessful 
in obtaining the support of the IWO as a sponsor for a reception 
planned for Negro Congressmen William Daioson and Adam Powell. 
Cousins suggested that perhaps Branca would have more influence . 


UFO Rpt. 1-19-45 
Re: Calvin Cousins* was. 
IS-C 

100 - 46036-16 

( 18 ) 

SI 61-7341-53-30 

( 8 ) 



On 1-25-45 the Washington Bookshop Association of Wash.} 
D.C., sponsored a forum on "Opportunities for Minorities” . 

Cong. William Dawson} declined to speak at this forum. 


WFO Rpt. 3-31-45 
Re: The Washington Bookshop Assoc iatii 

IS- c 

100-24699-87} P. 1 

a*y 


Newspaper (not named) reports indicated that a 
reception ms planned during the latter part of February} 1945 
for colored Representatives William L. Dawson and Adam C. 

Powell . 

It was noted that the Dawson-Powell Reception Committee 
failed to secure Uline’s Arena for the event} but were successful 
in securing the use of the Dept, of Labor Auditor ium. Two 
thousand guest were expected to attend. 

givenj 
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27te l'/ash., D.C., branch of the I NO were asked by 
members of the local CPA to sponsor the reception mentioned 
above. Inft. did not know w hether or not the Ii’/O consented 
to be a sponsor. 

On 2-1-45 Fowell was the main speaker at a mass 
meeting held at the Metropolitan Baptist Church on R, Street 
between 12th 13th Sts, N.i W., Wash., D.C. Meeting held to 
commemorate the signing of the Thirteenth Amendment . During 
his speech} Powell stated that he and Dawson had written letters 
to the Secretary of the Navy on the question of recruit ing 
Negro nursesj which resulted in the statement by the Navy that 
Negro nurses were acceptable . ( MID ) 

7F0 Rpt. 2-20-45 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation 

Amond American 

Negroes In The Nash. Field Division 

IS 

100-135-53-204 PP . 8.34,40,43 

( 16 , 31 ) 


According to a report , dated 1-20-45, which was 
distributed throughout the country by the National Council 
for a /Permanent FEPC , 930 F. St., N.Vf., Nash., D.C. William 
L. Dawson, D., 111., was sponsor of a FEPC Bill fVo . H.R.700. 

The "'Washington Tribune" of 2-3-45 reported that Rep. 
Dawson joined Rep. Adam C . Powell, on 1-31-45 , in asking defeat 
of the so-called FEPC amendment to the May Labor Draft Bill 
for men under forty five. Dawson argued that the amendment 
would add nothing to the authority of the FEPC, and urged 
passage of a separate FEPC Bill. 

The " Chicago Defender " of 2-10-45 contained an article 
regarding the reaction toward Cong. Dawson and Powell. The 
article stated in part. 
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" When America’s only two Negro Congressmen, Reps. Y/illiam 'laj 
L. Dawson and Adam Clayton Powell , voted aga inst legis- ;ig| 

lation to bar race discrimination in war employment , they 

shocked every Negro voter in the land. 

Dawson will argue that voting against the FEPC rider was || 

good politics, that he had to go along with the Democratic If 

Majority, that he was barga ining for future Democratic j|| 

support to legislation benefiting Negroes...." ;i 

George S. Schuyler (not identified ) wrote a column ;i 

in the " Pittsburgh Courier on 2-17-45 in which he severely H 

criticised Dawson and Powell for their opposition to the FEPC <J| 

amendment. The article (part of which was quoted in this referenced, 
contained the following statement” According to the record, M 

Congressman Dawson did not vote at all, for or against.” >-aS 

WFO Rpt. 2-26-45 I 

Re: National Council For A Permanent 'll 
Fair Employment Practice Committee 1 
IS 1 

100-272184-10 PP. 7,14,16,17 1 

(35})' m 


The "Peoples Voice", dated 2-17-45, page 3, contained 
an article entitled "Congressman’s Stand Lauded", Article 
stated that Congressman Adam Clayton Powell (Negro was flooded 
with Congratulatory messages for the stand he took in defeating 
the so-called FEPC amendment to the May-Bailey work-or-jail bill , 
in the House "recently” . 

This article reported that an editor ial in the 
"Louisville Times” (date not given) lauded Congressman William 
L. Dawson, for standing with Powell , asserting that "such men 
can advance their race as it will not be advanced by whites who 
are sentimental fools or flamboyant pretenders .’’ 

100-5 1230- A 

( 34 / 
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« Under date of 3-20-45 the National Council for a ^ 

permanent FEPC at 930 F St., N.V/., Nash.) D.C. distr ibuted 
throughout the country a report to keep .local communities 
advised on the progress of the FEPC Legislation in Congress. f 

According to this report , William L. Dawson , (D) of 111. 
was a sponsor of the Bi-Partisan FEPC Bill in the House , H.R. 

2232. M 

yin article in the "Washington Tribune" on 2-24-45 stated l-l 
that the New Faces Guild, Yfashington ' s Premier Dramatic Club 
would present a revival of their musical comedy " The Devil to | 

Pay " at the Howard Theater in Y/ash. on March 16 and 17, 1945, for I 
the benefit of the National Council for a permanent FEPC. f 

The Washington "Afro-American" on 2-24-45 announced f 

that Congressman William L. Dawson was one of the patrons f 

of the above mentioned musical comedy. | 

WFO Rpt . 3-19-45 | 

Re: National Council For A Permanent 
Fair Employment Practice Committee i 

IS % 

100- $72 184- 12 , PP. 10, 15 
(35/ 3 


In the latter part of i/arch 1945, reported / 

that Romania Ferguson, organiser of the South Side Council, 
of the CPA , Chicago, 111., had had several conferences with 
(State) Senator C.C. Wimbish and Frederick Wall, Secretary to 
Cong. William Dawson, in an attempt to coordinate the machinery 
of the local Democratic Party and the CPA to back Roosevelt and 
the San Francisco Peace Conference . (No further details were given ) 

Chicago letter , 3-31-45 
Re: CPA , District # 8 

IS-C 

100-3-14-2592 

(I5f 

SI 100-135-9-150 P. 3 

( 30 / 
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In February or March 1945 , 


reported that 


Romania Ferguson, organizer of the South Side Council, CPA of 
Chicago , 111., believed that the CPA should coordinate with ^ 

the Democratic Party in an effort to support President Roosevelt *3 f | 
platforms. In this regard she was reported planning conferences 
with Congressman William Dawson and his Secretary, Frederick Yfall. 
The purpose was to obtain publicity on the forthcoming Peace 
Conference in San Francisco and an effort to clarify the issues 
on the Peace Conference for the people. 

Chicago Rpt. 4-5-45 
Re: CPA, District '■ 8 
IS- C 

100-3-14-359?. P. 31 

( 15 / 




On 3-3-45 a meeting of the Powell Dawson Reception 
Committee was held at the hdqrs, of the Cafeteria Workers Union , 

1015 M. St., N .!’/ . , Washington • D.C. This committee teas organized 
f )r the purpose of planning a reception for Congressmen Adam Powelt§ 
of NYC and William Dawson of Chicago , the first two Negroes to 
be elected to Congress at one term since 1899, It was reported 
that all efforts to secure the Dept, of Labor auditor ium for 
the Powell-Dawson reception had failed. 

Later plans for the reception were abandoned by the 
Committee because so much time had elapsed since the opening 
of the 79th Congress, a reception for the Congressmen would ' 
have been out of place. 


WFO Rpt. 5-34-45 

Re: Virginia Gardner, was. 

IS- c 

100-198989-18 , P. 4 

( 20 } 

SI as Par . 3 above . 
61 - 6738-472 
( 8 ) 
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In planning to coordinate the work of the Chicago 
South Side Negro CPA Club3 with the already existing machinery 
of the Democrat ic Party , Romania Ferguson conferred with 
Frederick Wall , Secretary to Cong. William Dawson on 3-7-45. 
Romania proposed that several of the CPA Clubs work with the 
Democratic Party's set-up on the South Side in an effort to 
advertise and popularise the Dumbarton Oake 3 agreement , 


(>' ' 

j re gar o. 


According to inft ., no definite plans were carried out in 


[ 



Chicago Rpt. 4-26-45 
Re: Romania Ferguson , was 

Ji?~ c 

100-12857-36 , P. 2 

M- 


■ b 


The "Washington Tribune” on 3-10-45 announced that 
Cong. William L. Dawson of Chicago, and George Johnson, attorney 
and assistant chairman of the FEPC would discuss the President's 
FEPC that evening at the MV-So-Lit Club, 1327 R. Street, N.W., 
Wash., D.C. 

On 1-15-45 Reverend W. H. Jernigan, Head of the 
Washington Bureau of Fraternal Council of Negro Churches and 
Chairman of the Cong. Powell and Dawson reception committee, 
distributed a circular letter in connection with the reception . 
The letter (which was quoted in this reference) stated in part.: 
"Representatives William L. Dawson and Adam C. Powell are in 
Congress hj mandate of the workers and the little people. They 
are there by virture of the white as well as the Negro Votes of 
their respectives districts , Illinois and New York." 
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On 1-25-45 the Legislative and Information Service of 
the International Labor Defense, 412 East 19th St,, NY, published 
” Letter No. 4." a part of this letter gave notice that on 1-4-45, ■; 

Cong. Will iam Dawson introduced before the Rules Committee of ' 

the House of Representatives a resolution proposing as follows: 

That a special Committee of seven members be appo inted , authorised 
and directed to make a full and complete study of race relations 
in the United States." Letter set out 6 items to be covered in 
this study. (items quoted in this reference). 

The paper stated that under the enlightened and 
advanced leaderships of Rep. Dawson, such a special Committee 
could make one of the most valuable , positive contributions 
to national unity and the solution of many problems which vex 
the war effort. 

WFO Rpt. 3-16 and 17-45 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among 

The 

American Negroes In The 'Washington 
Field Division 

IS 

100-135-53-203, PP. 7,14,39 
(161/3U) 


On 3-21-45 \ \ ( evidently of Wash., D. C ., | b 

but not further identified ) talked to the secretary of Congressman J 
'Wil liam Dawson of Illinois . ffecretnriy do ubted that Dawson could 
aee| that week. She , \ would try again the 

next wee it . 

Tesur Log, Wash., D.C. 3-21-45 
MC Summary 

Entitled, Cominfil CIO Maritime 
Comm ittee 

IS-C 

100 - 203268-667 

(soy 
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On 3-31-45 the NY Fie JO Office furnished a memo, 
dated '3-30-45, regarding "Negro Trends". According to this 
memo Adam Clayton loxoell , Jr., pastor of the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church. NYC, proposed that a Negro delegation attend 
the Allied Nations Conference on World Fence in San Francisco , 
Calif., on April 35th ( undoubtedly 1945). He suggested 
several persons for the delegation, including Cong. William 


i 

m,:- 
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Dawson of Illinois. 


& 


Above mentioned memo inclosed with J 
NYC Memo, 3-31-45 

Res Communist Political Association , >| 
Dist. '(If 

No. 2, NY Field Division •) 

™-c -i 

100-3-4-4490 US 

( 26 ) | 


Folloioing the death of Pres ident Roo se ve It ( which was % 
approximately 4-14-45) the "Los Angeles Tribune" (date not given) % 
contained an article entitled "Negro Fearful as Truman Sworn In" 4 
,J1 he article bore a Washington date line, and reported that 
"titular heads of the Negro block in the party, epresentatives :J 
William L. Dawson, Congressman from Illinois , and Attorney ) 

Clayton Powell , Jr., Congressman from New York , were among the :| 
first to pay their respects to Mrs. Roosevelt and pledge their f 
support to the new President | 

Los Angeles Rpt. 4-23-45 | 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among 4 
American 

Negroes In The Los Angeles Field 4 
Division % 

IS 4 

100-135-26-156 , F. 15 i 
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Jn Jl/ay 1945, during the United Nations Conference on 
International Organisation (UNCID) the Council on African 
affairs (CAA) maintained temporary hdqrs, at 988 Market St., 

San Francisco, Calif., under the direction of Dr. Max Yergan, 
Executive Director. Yergan advised that the CAA purpose 
of attending the UNCIO was to get something done on Colonial 
issues , and if unsuccessful , to be in a position to tell the 
people why they were unable to put over their program. 

Yergan disclosed that the CAA planned to call a 
conference of Negro observers in Wash., D.C., on 6-16-45. The 
conference was to be built around prominent individuals , including 
Cong. William Dawson. Purpose of this conference would be to 
follow up. the San Francisco conference and to preserve and 
extend the gains already made and to emphasise \inity as 
essentials also to reject and support international gains. 

Rpt . 9-26-45 

Re: Council on African Affairs 

IS-C 

100 - 69266-123 

( & y 


On S-22-4 s £_ \ cupplied a copy of a pamphlet 

entitled "Equal Justice Under Law ” which was being distr ibuted 
by the Committee For Equal Justice For lirs. Recy Taylor, a 
Negro who was allegedly raped on 9-3-44 on Abbeville , Ala., by 
3 ix white youths. 

This pamphlet contained a list of the sponsors for 
above named Committee, The list, which was set out in this 
reference, contained the name of "Hon, William L. Dawson" , 

The name was listed for the state of Illino is . 

NY Rpt . 8-25-45 

r: . Re: Committee For Equal Justice For 

Mrs. Recy. 

Taylor aka Provisional Committee to 
Procure Justice For Mrs. Recy Taylor 

IS-C 

100-341902-2 , P. 16 
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The "Peoples Vo ice" , Communist controlled Negro 
Newspaper 3 for 6-30-45 } carried an article concerning a 
conference which was held in Wash . 3 D. C. Article reported the 
conference was held for the purpose of uniting Negro leadership 
around common aims and to promote joint action on problems 
effecting the welfare of the Negroes in America. Article 
stated that the conference ended "the preceding Saturday" with 
an urgent plea to the President and Senators to keep the FEPC alive 
Article named Rep. Y.'illiam L. Dawsonj as one of the sponsors of 
the conference . 

NY Rpt. 10-29-45 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among 

The American Negroes In The NY Field 

Divis ion 

IS 

100-135-34-5213 P. 5 

(W 

SZ_10 0-766 0-3X0 2 (MID Rpt . - 

,T ConfdPderaXal/ m 

date of meeting ’6-23-45) 

(32, y 

SI 100-7660-3069 (MID Rpt.- . .5 

,r CoSp^entdSiy f T J) . 

Date of Meetind ‘6-23-45) 

(32/ 


On 9-14-45 the NYC Field Office furnished a nine 
page log of a conference between Max Yergan of NYC f known to be 
very closely allied with Communist forces 3 and Mary Bethune } 
head of National Council of Negro Womens which was reported by 
NYT-245 on 8-26-45. 
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It was noted from this log that they discussed the 
FEPC and the formation of a committee of Negroes to go before 
President Truman on this matter. This report included in- 
formation reflecting the differences between forces calling 
for a permanent FEPC, namely those backing the bill by 
Congressman Dawson and that sponsored by Vito Marcantonio 
(Cong.) It was Yergan's opinion that Dawson (believed to be 
Congressman William Dawson ) should be included in the delegation 
to see the President. 

Original and Copies of above 
mentioned log 
enclosed with 
NY Letter 9-14-45 

Re: National Council For Permanent 

FEPC 

IS-C 

100 - 272184-15 

(sot/ 

SI 10,0-135-53-230 , FP . 7,8 

( 3 1 }/ 

SI 100-7660-3334 (UID Rpt . 


Congressman William L. Dawson was named as one of the J 
speakers for a meeting of the Labor's Council For Community -m 

Action (formerly Douillas Washington Institute) to be held ;m 

9-16-45 at the Du Sable High School t 49th and Wabash Ave . , Chicag&M 

111 . | | -P 

According to a leaflet advertising the above meeting 
the meeting was to be held to discuss job3 and to fight for a 
full employment bill, permanent FEPC, § 25 weekly unemployment 
compensation for 36 weeks , new Social Security bill, etc. 

Chicago Rpt. 10-24-45 
Re: John Matthew Gray 
IS-C 

100-41747-13, P.5 
(34/ 

SI as par. 1 above 

100-135-9-176 (Leaflet advert is ing the. 
meeting) 

(30/ - 

SI 100-3-14-3811, P. S3 ' 

; ( 39 / 
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About October 1945 'William Patterson , Chicago, 111. 
conferred with Meta Pochard, editor of the "Chicago Defender" in 
rp.nnrd ho nhtainina that naD"-'- -■<- ~ * - ’ — x 


v i w t r v V is < y ^ V V/ f vu f J V* r W r j k v w i v » v v* ^ ^ ♦/ v 1 f ir ^ 1 

regard to obtaining that paper's support of a campaign agains 
peace-time universal military service and a "Jim Crow " Army. 
Pochard agreed to print an editor ial provided Patterson would 
furnish him with an appropriate rough draft. In the course 
of his conversation, Patterson said he was already thinking 
in terms of the 1946-48 elections and that he did not trust 
William Dawson as he trusted no one who endorsed Bilbo (evidently 
Senator Bilbo). Patterson stated he would confer with Lochard 

r\ rtn i « r* r\ n n a r» n r n rt n -h no r* * o Pu+n t* o nn 7 inn >/» 7 ' 4-n 


ill xam Vcvosori as he trusted no one } 
'enator Bilbo). Patterson stated he 
again concerning that paper's future 
Dawson. 


LUUUJ.U UUHJCI OJ l 0 n LUL fU 

policy with respect to 


Chicago Rpt . 12-12-45 

Re: William Lorenso Patterson, was 

IS-C 

10 0 - 39 -?5, P. 4 


An article appearing in the 10-20-45 issue of the 
"Journal and Guide", Negro newspaper , reported that prominent 
colored persons differed in their reactions to the re- 
commendation of General George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff, 
in his annual report of 10-9-45 , that this Country adopt 
peacetime conscription, but that all mere in agreement that the 
Negro soldiers must not be segregated or discr iminated against 
in the Armed Forces. The article stated that Representat ive 
'William L. Dawson, of Chicago, 111., and others were un- 
equivocally in accord with the General's recommendation for 
peacetime conscription. 

MID Rpt. 10-21-45 to 10-27-45 

100 - 7660-3503 

( 32 ) 
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On October 2.17 and .‘M j 194.5 meetings of the State 
Bipnrt isan Committee for a Pennsylvan ia FEPC were held in 
Philadelphia ) Pa. At these meetings , plans were made for a 
mass rally to he held at Town Hall auditorium , Broad and Pace 
Streets, Philadelphia , on 11-29-45. Flans were also made to 
obtain speakers for the meeting which included Congressman 
:n 11 iam L. w Da ws on, (T-l: Henry Br ogden, Negro 

invest igator for th e, Axuil 
Q uartermaster Depot 



The individuals named 
being among the speakers who addressee 
mass rally on 11-29-45 did not include 


the above 
William Dawson. 


a s 

mentioned 
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Philadelphia Rpt . 4-3-46 
Re: State Bipartisan Committee For 
Pennsylvania Fair Employment Pract 
Comm ittee 

100-344664-3 , PP. 34,36.41 
(36) 
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Charles Houston , member of the FEPC , tendered his 
resignation to President Truman on 12-3-45, and included a 
lengthy letter explaining his reasons for such action. The 
letter outlined the course of events leading up to the President 
refusal to allow the FEPC to issue a directive to the Capital 
Transit Co., Wash., D. C. The directive would have required the 
Capital Transit Co. to upgrade Negroes to positions of platform 
and bus operators . 


■m 


On being interrogated by Negro reporters , Congressmen 
William L. Dawson and Adam Powell refused comment on the Houston 
res ignat ion . 

Source evaluated as completely reliable ; information 
as confirmed by other sources. 


m 


MID RPT. 11-30-45 to 12-7-45 
100-7660-3508 
(33:) 




William L. was written in reference with a blue pencil. 


,4 

■m 
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During the Inst few days of Dec. 1045 and early 
January 1946, leading Communist at the CP South Side Section 
hdqrs., Chicago , 111., were making arrangements for ci dele gat i*,,. 
to visit Nilliam L. Dawson who was home in Chicago for the 
holidays . The purpose of this delegation was to urge Dawson 
to brinn his influence in Congress to do away with the Committee 
on Un-American Affairs. The delegation included known Communists . 
Other members of the delegation were to represent non-Commun ist 
organisations in the Negro Community . 


UKTcagollemo , 1-15-46 
Re: CP District ;/ 8 (Negro) 
IS-C 

100-3-14-2861 


P. 15 (fr 
call on Dawson on 1-5-46 . 1 



During the week of 1-27-46 to 2-2-46, the n P ittsburgh 
Courier”, Negro newspaper, agitated for new leg islat ion concerning 
Negro officers being discharged from the services against their 
'nishes. The paper asked its readers to write Congressman Jilliam 
Dawson of Illinois who had promised to introduce such legislation 
during the 1945 Congressional session , at the request of the paper 

MID Rpt . 1-27-46 to 2-2-46 

100 - 7660-3680 

(17) 


On 3-8-46 at a CP functionaries fleeting of District 8, 
in Chicago , 111., it was announced that the National Committee of 
the CP was sending a delegation to Nash., D.C. to protest the 
handlina of the racial disturbances at Columbia, Tenn. 







^-;;V:\ ••■: ;*■ 




| | reported that William Patterson received a 1 

wire (date not given), apparently from a member of the m 

Washington delegation, advising him of the developments at the seatM 
of government . m 

This reference reported, "It appeared that William L. 
Dawson, Illinois Congressman, by reason of pressure exerted 
from Chicago , had succeeded in lining up eleven Congressmen for , 

the purpose of protesting the handling of the Columbia j 

situation. This Congressional group had met before the arrival ^ 
of the delegation and had agreed to request the Department of | 

Justice to investigate and prosecute the offenders at Columbia 
by reason of the violation of the Civil Rights statue3> ^ 

Dawson placed thi3 decision in a statement form, but according i 
to the wire, the Chicago delegation wa3 unable to locate either , J 

Dau)8on or the statement and requested that Daw3on be contacted . " -:jj 
William Patterson 1 ''thereupon personally discussed the matter with ? 
Congressman Dawson and was assured that the statement had been 
concluded, that the meeting had already been discussed with the | 
Attorney General ." | 

Chicago Rpt . 5 - 59-46 ^ 

Re: 'William Lorenzo Patterson, was J 

IS-C ? 

100-39-81, P. 4 

(30) ' 

SI as par. 3,3 above 

44-1366-18 

( 5 Y I 


The "DW" for 3-37-46 contained an article entitled 
" Wallace Hails Negro Vet Organisation Campaign" . This article 
named Cong. William Dawson as one of the scheduled speakers for 
a conference to be held in Chicago, 111., on April 6-7, 1946. 
Conference being held to form a national veterans organisation . 

100-344537-A 

(si) 
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The first National Convention of the National 
Veterans Organization , a Negro group, was scheduled to open in 
Chicago, 111., on 4-6-46. 

A mass rally climaxing the conference was to he held 
on Sunday, 4-7-46, with Representative William L. Dawson 
(Dem., 111.) giving one of the principal addresses . 

Source evaluated as usually reliable j information 
as probably true. 

MID Rpt. 3-30-46 to 4-6-46 

100 - 7660-3787 

(33)/ 


On 4-18—16 Robert Minor, member of the National Committee 
CP, addressed a meeting, of about 110 people, at the Ban'-: Street 
Baptist Church, Norfolk , Va. Minor’ s speech was in regard 
to the Columbia, Tennessee, race riot, which had for its apparent 
purpose the stirring up of ill feeling between the white and 
Negro races. 

After completing his speech Minor cited some Negro 
political successes , and included William L. Dawson, and Adam 
Clayton Powell. He described and praised highly the work of 
the modern day Negro Congressman . 

F* i s H7* * 

Norfolk WT. TO-30-46 

Re: Foreign Inspired Agitation Among 

The American Negroes, Norfolk Field 

Division 

IS 

100-135-56-52, P. 18 







7. iP. Peterson , Operating Director of the Chicago 
Crime Commission , advised that syndicate gambling activities 
could not operate within a Ward without the approval of the 
Ward Committeeman . He named the Wards in which syndicate 
gambling was most prevalent as of April 1947. The Wards 
named included the second Ward, for which William L, Dawson 
was listed a ( Democratic ) Committeeman. 

In 1946 Congressman William Levi Dawson received pay- 
offs from the policy racket in Chicago. Clifford H. Tavernier, 
Negro lawyer , represented the policy syndicate in Chicago, 111., 
for several years and was closely assoc iated with Dawson. 

(Chicago PD ) 

Robert i Wilcox , colored (deceased), advised 
(probably 1946 ) that the payoff man of the syndicate was Cong. 

Wm. L. Dawson. Wilcox said Dawson was the most powerful man on the 
south side ( Chicago ) and could accomplish almost anything with 
respect to police protection . According to Wilcox, Dawson 
made the following statement "Nothing will run in my Ward 
unless I have a piece of it." ( Information furnished by Wilcox 
regarding the activities of Dawson was set out in detail and 
at great le/ngth in this reference). 

It was reported that Dawson kept a white girl at the 
Pershing Hotel, Chicago, 111. It was later determined that 
the white girl had left the Hotel and that Dawson had a 
colored girl as his mistress . (Chicago Crime Commiss ion) 

On 6-13-46, .4. H. Caldwell, author of "Policy Gang", 
a novel based on the policy racket in Chicago, when asked whg__fher 
Dawson was head of the syndicate which operated the policy 
racket, replied " Dawson and I are very close friends and we 
have known each other for several years but I'll not bet you 
five cents that he isn't". (Chicago Crime Commission) 
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In liViC 3 one pan offs on the nunbers or pol icy 
racket , which operated on the South Side of Chicago , were 
made to Jill iam L. Dawson . ( James R. Hagen, Racing 'Jews Or. a 

deceased . 

000-40 ) 

Ch i c a "■ o ie m o , 4 -IS - ~ 

He: General Crime Survey Chicago 
Division, 4-15-47, 
enclosing copies of General Crime 
Survey report for the 
period 4-15-46 to 4-15-47 , for the 
Chicago Field Division 
62-75147-9-62, end. TP. 12. 19, 39 
135, 149 - 151, 201, 268, 2^1, 273, 
281 

(37) 


The "Chicago Tribune", dated 10-10-46 , contained, an 
editorial which concerned the United Packinghouse 'Porkers of 
America, CJO, and, entitled." A Union That Betrayed Its Diembers ." 
Article reported that the leaders of this union were Communist 
or fellow travelers in many instances. They \oere quite • willing to 
sacrifice the welfare of the members , whose interests they were 
paid to represent , in order to fasten on the nation the 
totalitarian controls that were part of the Communist program. 
These same Red unionists were active in the "FAC", which yas 
campaigning in Chicago for the reelect ion of the Democratic 
congressmen who voted for meat control . Article named 
"these city hall stooges ", which included Jill iam L. Dawson , 

newspaper clipping mentioned above 

enclosed with 

Chicago memo , 10-16-46 

Re: Cominfil United Packinghouse 

Jorkers of America, CIO 

IS-C 

100-35658-9-63 


DEC LAS S I FICATIOl'l AOTBDRITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTCftiATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 10-18-2016 BY: F16MS4K44 




On 1Q-P5 a vieetir.e of the. Chicago Frar.ch 'eg' the 
United Conn ittec of South Slavic .4 mer icons was -'eld at 1 SO-"' 
South Sac in c A vc , ♦ Chicago, 111.. Dur : n ? this political mootin' 
7ill inn L. Dawson . and. other cand idates were endorsee fo~ Cone' 


Science Sri. 1 
O.e : Uni!-:' Ccrv-i n 
Sic. v in A r er ice ns 
fen i strut ion Act 
10 0-21 Sic 0-5 IP 

C'»r 


Approximately the letter pari of Koo., 104 C , officials 
of the United lie pro and Allied Veterans of America (evidently o *' 
fash., D. C.) stated that .Representative 'fill ian L. Dawson would 
introduce in the forthcoming session of Congress . a National 
Housing Fair Tract ices Act , aimed at illegal izin.g race 6 iscr im.ir,: 
in federally financed housing projects. 

Source evaluated as usually reliable; info me ~:c n as 


probably true 


M2 P Rnt . 11-15-4? to 11- 2 
10C-7.ee C -414 7, I . ir< 

(Sf/ 


fTTl 





By report dated 11-3-46 at Toledo , Ohio , Conf. Irift. 
h'.H. 1 advised that the Charles A . Cot-trill Republican Club 
presented- Ferry Howard at the Frederick Douglass Center, 
(evidently Toledo, Ohio ) on that date. According to this report, 
Attorney Perry J . Howard , National Republican Committeeman from 
Mississippi , in discussing the anti-poll tax bill , praised 
the record of Cong . Homer ^ . Ramey. He said Ramey supported 
the Anti Poll tax bill, the Anti- lynching bill ; and could 
always be depended on to support any bill aiding the Negro cause . 
Howard also said Ramey had a better voting record than either 
of the Negro Congressmen . Accord ing to inft . . he was referring 
to Congressman Cilliam L.-xDawson (DJ of Illinois, and Rev. 

Adam C .■ $<• Powell, Jr. ft (D) of New York. 

Serial Described above 

100 - 342170-40 


In October 1956 a chart of the officers of the Chicago 
branch of the National Lawyers Guild for the period 1938 to 1947, 
was furnished the Bureau on a highly confidential basis. 

Accord ing to this chart, Nilliam L. Dawson ms a 
member of the Bxecutive Board. The remarks column contained the 
following for Dawson "Congressman. Many CP fronts." 

Photostatic copy of above mentioned 

chart attached to 

Memo to Chicago, 10-17-55 

Re: National Lawyers Guild 

IS-C: IS Act of 1950 

100-7321-1230 end. F. 6 

( 32 /' 


Names i/illiam L; Adam C; and Jr. went written 
a blue pencil. 


reference 


- 56 - 





SifitsSS'AfiiSEIi 







On January 9, 10, 1947 fifteen delegates representing 
the Southern Negro youth Congress called on Senators and 
Representatives in Wash., D. C. including Rep. William L. 

Dawson of Illinois. The delegation was led by Edward K. Weaver 
of Montgomery , Ala., and included delegates from North Carolina , 
New Orleans , La., Jackson, Miss., and Birmingham, Ala. 

Proposals submitted by the group called for anti- 
poll-tax ; anti-lynching ; fair employment practice legislation; 
a 65 <f. minimum wage law; federal act to aid education; National 
health legislation; extension of Social Security benefits; and 
a Youth employment training program. 

Source evaluated as usually reliable; information 
as probably true . 

MID Rpt. 1-10-47 to 1-17-47 

100 - 7660-4248 

(3% V 


m 




m 


On 7-18-44 Mollie Lieber of the AYD hdqrs., Chicago, 111 
told an unidentified newspaper reporter that the AYD had rece ived M 
a letter from Cong . Dawson indicating he favored the legislation 
to enable 18 year old persons to vote. f 


On 8-29-44 Dick Mandell of the AYD named Cong . 
Dawson as a sponsor of the AYD. 


Cong. William L. Dawson was one of the scheduled 
speakers for a meeting of the Chicago Civil Liberties Committee 
to be held on 8-22-43 at 41st jmd—2nu±h Park, Chicago. 
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was introduced into th 
p r o h 1 b i r n c < a 1 d i scr : : 
resort and amusement . 


dih Cart toss by dona. haws on eg' Illinois to M 
•i nation in places of public accom? oration > ‘M 
( l,o in ft . given) 'M 


on C—l—a r d ill inn L. i.crjson address re a class < 
at the baccalaureate service of the Ho 'oa rd University , it 
D.C. Bams on stated in part: "These are times vjhich challt 
courage, industry , and resourcefulness of the Negro peop. 
America in their battle to min for themselves a place in 
vanguard of progress ; and in the third rate, citizenship , 
attain the rani of full ■'reed, on end enual recommit inn i < 


vanguard of progress; and in the third rate, citizenship . 
attain, the goal of full freed, on end enual re co/.nn it ion i 
rclnt ionsh iro with their fellow Americans." 

("Pittsburgh Courier" d-tl- 


Of TOO 

n dash., 
eng s the 
1 <• i n 

-L }. , 

and to 
all their 


0 dpt. C-OQ-d 7 

-?e? ; Foreign Inspire 1 Agitation Among 
American Negroes In The Hash in at on 
Field Hi vis ion 


No -Idd-. 

(-T.T 


fir’ 

R** 
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The "Worker" for 7-18-48 contained an article entitled 
"Demo Suicide Seen As Dixie Dictates On Labor , Negroes ,” by 
Joseph North. Article concerned the 1948 Democratic convent ion in 
Philadelphia , Pa., and stated in part, "you could almost see the 
wire jerk as the delegates staged an ’ ovation ' for Congressman 
William Dawson, Negro representative from Illinois 

100- 3- 79- A 


An article entitled "Negro People Won’t Fall For Dem ., 
GOP Bait" appeared on P. 9 of the "DW for 8-25-48. Article, under 
the by-line of Benjamin J. Davis, named Rep. Wm. L. Dawson of 
Chicago as Chairman of the "National Citizens Committee for the 
Reelection of President Harry S. Truman." Davis criticised 
Dawson for a do-nothing attitude. 

100-3*75 -A 

( 29l} / 


Approx. 1-12-49] \ advised 

that Neil Scott, of the NY TJJJTce of TKe ” UKTcago UeJUrufer ," Negro 
Newspaper, and Ted Poston, Negro reporter of the NY " Post-Home j 
News," had attempted to negotiate with him for an affidavit 
attestin g the Communist background of John P. Davis, Negro. 

I "I sa id the newspapermen believed that Davis was being 

cons ide red as a possible "Communist plant” in the Government 

| advised that during the last pres ident ial campaign Rep. b7 ° 
William L. Dawson was in charge of the Negro Division of the $ 

Democratic Party and wa 3 _CL£§_Ui±ed by Davis, who was in charge 
of Dawson's NY hdqrs. \ reported that Davis stated that 

on 1-20-49 Dawson would appoint him, Davis, his Executive .< 

Secretary . It was believed by the newspapermen that 
Communist would obtain positions in the Government through Davis, f 

NY teletype 1-12-49 
Re: John P. Davis 
SH-C 

100-39058-23 

(34]/ 

SI 100-39058-25 ( This reference contai 
• (i ' ? ed the following notation in ink, "Let 

me know of any developments" H.) 

- 59 - 






On 1-21-09 the ASAQ of the Philadelphia Field Office 
rolled to report that John P. Davis, formerly Executive 
Secretary with the NNC, would present to Cong.* 'Jill iam L. 
Dawson a scroll and a gift at a dinner honoring Da^oson that 
evening. (Place not giuen). 

A5AC noted the above information in an advanced 
issue of the Philadelphia Edition of the "Pittsburgh Courier" 
for 1- 2 2 -d9 . 

Bureau memo. 1-21-49 
Re: John P. .Davis 
100-39058-22 

( 53 ) 


On 3-21-49 Inspector Edward Daly of the Chicago P.D. 
advised that his son-in-law, John Cogan . was an Assistant 
States Attorney assigned to the Municipal Racket Court. Daly 
said Cogan was very honest and aggressive and had handled over 
3)400 cases in a period of several months. Daly said U.S. Cong, 
william Dawson had sent word the week before that he would like 
to see Cogan, and Daly believed that Dawson wanted Cogan to be 
more lenient in prosecuting the policy cases on the South Side 
of Chicago. 

Chicago memo 4-14-49 

Re: Crime Survey) Chicago Division. 

April 15) 1949 

62-75147-9-79, end. P. 80 

(9:)- 


On January 15, 16 and 17, 1950 a National Emergency 
Civil Rights Mobilization (NECRM) was held in Yfashington.D.C. The 
NECRM was initiated by the NAACP, and was sponsored by 53 other 
organizations (not named), including Negro organizations, Jewish 
groups , and many CIO and AFL union. 


■/illiam L. was written in reference with a blue pencil 
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Illinois. 


Scheduled speakers included Hep. Will ian L. Damson of 


The activiii .13 of the Mobilisation mere United 
strictly to civil liberties} and pressuring members of Congrs33 
to pass a permanent FEPC bill . (iftft . Vot clearly stated) 

WFO Memo n - 10-50 

He: National Emergency Civil Rights 
Mobil izat ion 
IS- C 

61 - 3176-538 

( 35 ) 


This reference ifi a copy of a letter } dated 5-34-50 , 
to Honorable William L. Damson } House of Representatives . Wash*} 
D.C. Letter was addressed} "My Dear Congressman"} and forwarded 
a copy of "Our World Magazine" for July} 1950. Letter 
reported that a pre-release issue of this magazine was received 
from John P. Davis} its publisher} and that it contained a 
seven page picture story entitled "Fighting Crime Pith The FBI" 
Letter was signed "Sincerely yours j J. Edgar Hoover" 

100 - 353331-10 
(36 )■ 

Correlators Note: It was noted that a copy of above mentioned 
magazine was carried as an enclosure to serial 9 of 100-353331. 


The monthly clerk hire payroll sheets for members of 
Congress were reviewed at the House Disbursing Office , U.S. House 
of Representatives} US Capitol} Wash.} D.C.} for the period 
7-1-43 through 7-31-50. These records revealed that Frederick 
P. Wall was first placed on the payroll as a clerk for Cong. 
William Dawson of Illinois on 1-3-43, He was on the payroll 
continuously during the above mentioned period} being paid monthly 
from US Government funds. 

WFO Hpi . 9-8-54 
Re: Mary Alice Allen 
Dorothy Griffen 
Mary Campbell 

Bribery 

58-2291-4 
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SSBKs mSIS&mm 


On 3-24-53 the Y/FO furnished 397 pages of 
identifying data prepared from the alphabetical folders D 
through Z of the Senate Special Committee To Investigate 
Organized Crime in Interstate Commerce. 

Page 7 conta ined the t'ollowing information: 

"William Dawson 
No Address 

Only notation in file: see Collier's file memo of 
10-13-50 from H.G.R . Photostats of Velie's article (documenta- 
tion) . " 

Above mentioned material enclos- 
ed with 

WFO Memo, 3-24-52 

Re: Files and Records of Senate 

Special 

Committee To Investigate Organiz- 
ed Crime 

In Interstate Commerce 
62-91933-789 . end. F. 7 

( 10 :)' 

Correlator's Note: Information is insufficient to determine 
is Ylilliam Dawson is identical with subject of this summary. 


Approximately Feb. 1951 
Office Bldg., Wash., D.C . advised 
with Ernest Johnson since 1941. 
in the capacity of a Newspaperman 
Negro College Fund and as a Publi 
Dawson said he had many occas ions 
fidential information and Johnson 
or conf idence . Dawson considered 
character and reputation . He bel 


, Rep. 'William L. Dawson, House 
that he had been acquainted 
Johnson had contacted Dawson 
, represent ing the United 
c Relations Counselor . 
to contact Johnson with con- 
had never breached a trust 
Johnson to be ofgood moral 
ieved Johnson was a loyal 
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nFO Rpt . 2-37-51 

Re: Ernest Edward Johnson 

Re: Special Inquiry. State Dept. 

Public 

Law 402 , 80th Congress ( Voice of 
Aner ica) 

133- 848 2-4 
(36) 


On 2-1-51 Rob Holly Washington 'editor of the "DYf" , 
ifash.y D»C., contacted Thomas Richardson , "UP WA ' ( jEaE jeSSS-Bg * 

&&£& [ J t7TrT ' Representative , regarding the case of the 
"Martinsville Seven." Hall advised that lawyers Cor the 
NAACP failed to get Judge Parker to intervene in the ex- 
ecutions of the four scheduled to die on "Friday". Hall 
stated that confident ially he understood Representat ive 
William L .# Dawson was working on this case. Hall also stated 
he had been told to cover the executions and was taking the 
seven twenty PM Atlantic Coast Line train to Richmond ( evidently 
Richmond , Va.) ( Above mentioned case not further identified.) 


1 YFO teletype 2-1-51 

Re: Civil Rights Congress , 

IS- c 

61-10149-1630 

( 35 ) 


■"•Rill inn L. was written on reference with blue pencil. 
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Apruximately Oct,, 1951. William L. Daw 3 on of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, Wash., D.C. advised that he 
had known Lucius Henegan for a number of years and had a 
high regard for him. He stated that in his opinion Henegan 
was able, loyal, and the type of person who would represent 
the country and its government with honor and distinction . 

He added that he Knew Henegan to h$ a hard worker, and in 
general regarded him as a man of good character and reputation , 

It was noted that Henegan had listed Dawson as a 
reference on his application for employment with the Voice of 
America . 

WFO Rpt. 11-2-51 

Re: Lucius Herbert Henegan 

Special Inquiry-State Dept ... 

Publ ic Law 402 , 

80th Congress (Voice of America ) 
123-12037-15 


This reference dated 3-21-52, is a book review of the be 
entitled "U.S. A. Confidential" , by Jack Lait, editor of the 
"New York Mirror", and Lee Mortimer , a column ist . According 
to this review, the authors attempted to dig into crime in the 
U.S. , especially as it related to the Syndicate . 

The review reported that the Director and the Bureau 
were treated in a most favorable fashion. 

Page 322 of this book reported that nothing had changed 
in Chicago , 111., and stated in par as follows: " ... .lottery 
and policy hafenot been bothered, because they keep thousands 
of Negroes. The center for this b ill ion-dollar racket is in 
the 2nd Y/ard, where all the policy wheels have their headquarters 
The Democratic committeeman there is Representative William L. 
Dawson, colored, a former Republican but a howling New Dealer, 
chairman of the mighty Committee on Appropriations . Nothing 
runs in his ward without Dawson's knowledge..." 

Copy of above mentioned book en- 
closed with 
Bursau Memo, 3-21-52 
Re: Book Review 

"U.S. A. Confidential” by Jack Lait 
'' and Lee Mortimer 

<' 94-42545-28, end. P. 322 

( 38 / 
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In the latter part of 195.2 , L. //. Horn, of the Horn 
Petroleum Co,, 180 West Washington St., Chicago, 111,, advised 
that he had known Sylvanus Ballard since 1946 when he first 
came to this address as the law partner of Cong. William I. 

Dawson . 

According to Mrs. Hanson Bracey, of PSP? South Fork 
Way, Chicago, 111., Ballard went into partnership with Cong. 
William L. Dawson in 1946. 

It was noted that the Sullivan Law Directory for the 
State of Illinois for years 1952-5? reflected that William L. 
Dawson was a member of the National Lawyers Guild. 

The synopsis of this report noted that the employment 
of Ballard was verified as a law partner of Cong. Dawson from 
1946 to "date" (Oct. 1953). 

Chicago Rpt . 10-6-53 
Re: Sylvanus A. Ballard, aka. 
Sylvanus Alexander Ballard 
Special Inquiry , Coast Guard 
Screening Appeal Board 
77-54092-V, F. 1,4,6,10 

(27)' 



On 4-38-55 the Memphis Field Office te lephonically 
advised the Bureau that the Mississippi Regional Council of 
Negro Leadership was organised in 1950 and had for its purpose 
the teaching and encouraging of Negroes to become better 
citizens and to do everything possible to better the position 
of the Negro. The Memphis Office also advised that Cong. 

William L. Dawson of Chicago 3poke before their annual meeting 
in 1953. (probably in Mound Bayou, Miss.) 

Bureau Memo, 4-38-55 

Re: Mississ ippi Reqional Council of 

Negro Leadership 

IS-X 

100-394596- IX 
(36) 


jpv 
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The records of the Personnel Office, Commiss ion on 
Organisation of the Executive Branch of the Government, which 
included the personnel files of Herbert Roback from various 
government agencies, disclosed the following information. 

On an Application For Federal Employment, dated 
10-1-53, Roback listed Rep. William L. Dawson, House Office 
Building, Wash., D.C . as a reference . 

WFO Rpt. 1-4-54 

Re: Herbert Roback Assistant to 
Comm iss ioner- 
Applicant , Commission on 
Organisation of the Executive Branch 
of the Government . Wash., D.C. 
Security of Government Employees 
140-1446-57 , P.6 
(36) 


On 1-10-55 the Chicago Field Office furnished a copy 
of a report entitled "The Juke Box Racket" written by Virgil 
W. Peterson, Operating Director, Chicago Crime Commiss ion . 

According to this report, Fred M. Morelli became the 
Democratic Committeeman of the First Ward early in 1944. Cong. 
William L. Dawson spoke at the dedication ceremonies for 
Morelli, which were held in the new First Ward hdqrs., Chicago. 

The report advised that on 1-5-53, 1-9-53 ; and 
1-14-53 calls were made from the telephone (number not given) 
used by top ranking capone gangsters in Chicago to Wash., D. C. 
telephone number Executive 3-0706, which was determined to be 
issued to Cong. William L. Dawson from Illinois. This 
Washington number did not go through the Capitol switchboard 
and was unlisted in the directory . 

Above mentioned report enclosed with 
Chicago memo 1-10-55 
Re: Criminal Rackets Survey 
Chicago Division 

63-99197-9-26, end. pp. 73, 181 

(**> 
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Rep% Will iam L. Daio3on , of 3520 South State Street , '-1® 

Chicago) 111,, advised ( about Nov. 1953 ) that his first 
associat ion with Herbert Roback occurred during the 81st Congress 
at which time they were both members of the Execut ive ‘H 

Expenditures Committee , later known as the House Committee on ;M 

Government Operations. He recalled that this association 
occurred about July 1949 and continued until about January 1953. M 
Dawson considered Roback a very able ind ividual, possessing 
excellent character and associates, and loyal to the United States .J|| 

A review of the files of the Chicago Field Division 18 

concerning Dawson failed to disclose any pertinent information ;|i 

subsequent to the year 1944. It was noted, nowever , that *JjS 

prior to 1944, which was also prior to Dawson’s association with ‘-li 
Roback, Dawson had been in questionable circumstances in that he oatjg 
either a sponsor or a speaker before various groups in line with ;.fi 
his political career . (No details were given) ia 

Chicago Rpt . 11-30-53 
Re: Herbert Roback, Assistant to ' 
Commissioner- I 

Applicant, Commission on Oman isat ion 1 
of the ' J 

Executive Branch of the Government , M 

Wash., D. C. 4 

Security of Go vernment Employees .3 

140-1446-24 ' J 

( 36 ) 9 


About March or April 1954 Gertrude Baxter . of 6048 
South Prairie Ave ., Chicago , 111., was questioned in regard to 
her participation in a delegation who contemplated presenting 
labor views to Chicago Congressmen, among whom was William 
Dawson. Gertrude said she was unable to recall this particular 
instance. She stated she had much animosity toward Dawson and 
would tell him so to his face but that she could not recall 
having been a member of such a delegation nor of any other persons 
who would have accompanied her. 


67 - 






On <i-29-53 T-13, of known reliability, furnished a 
copy of "U2 News," dated 4-19-53, which contained an article 
entitled " Members Tell Labor view3 to Five Congressman " . 

The article carried a statement which read in part , "A delegation 
to Congressman William Dawson consist ?-d — n r -1 'Znr+run a — , Local 
100,....." (T-l ? : 


confident ial 


b7D 


■jource 


Chicago Rpt. 4-33-54 
Re: Gertrude Bray Baxter, wa 
Miss L. Flood 
SM-C 

100-409335-4, F. 9 
(Not indexed) 

SI as Par. 1 above 
100-409335-3, F. 4 
' o : 


This reference is a press release from Post Hall 
Syndicate , Inc., 343 Madison Ave ., NY 17,Vdated 11- 13-54 , 
of Victor Diesel's column entitled "Inside Labor.” 

This release contained the following statement, 

"Now a question for Chicago's Congressman William 
L . Dawson, who will head the House Committee on Government 
Operations : your committee has scores of leads on tough 
labor rackets reaching into Chicago and nearby cities. You 
represent part of Chicago. Are you going to push your committee's ji 
probe of labor racketsP If you want a long list of clean labor a 

leaders who want you to, I'll be glad to send them along," M 


63-83195-30: 


(37) 


m 
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On 3-3-55 U.S. Attorney Robert Tieken , of Chicago, 
advised he had received information that a Reverend Clarence 
Cobb , u)ho presumably preached at the First Church of the 'Imrall 

Deliverance at 43nd and Vabash and resided at 4801 S. -llsH 

Vfoodlawn Ave., Chicago, allegedly carried large sums of money 'VfpaM 
\ evidently in 1955) to the Jones Brothers (fnu), outside of 
Mexico City . (it was noted that the Jones' were former 
operators of policy in Chicago .) Tieken also advised that 
it was rumored that narcotics in the amount of a kilo at a |nH 

time were brought back. According to Tieken , the money Cobb . ,^9|| 
carried allegedly came from Cong. William Dav)Son and Police 1$|1 

Captain Kinzie Bluitt, Commander of the 48th Police District. "J3 

Cobb allegedly traveled with a small group which he called 
a choral group. ~ l m 

Crime Survey Report for the | 

period 12-15-54 j 

to 6-15-55 enclosed with i 

Chicago Memo, 6-15-55 
Re: General Investigative Intelligence 
File, Chicaao Division 
62-75175-9-144, end. PP. 72, 103 

(9, 26 y 


The” Chicago Tribune" of 1-13-55 reported that William 
Levi Dawson was the Negro political boss in Chicago , 111. 

On 6-8-54 information loas received that the confidential 
phone directory of Eugene Bernste in, a prominent Chicago 
criminal attorney, contained the Chicago phone number and address 
of Cong. Dawson. 
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The 2nd 'hard (Chicago) which was controlled by 


I'/illiam Harvey, the Democratic Alderman , and 
the Democratic Committeeman, was included on 
I’/ards in which gambling was most prevalent. 

i Inft . for r nr 
Source who has 
information in 


William L . .Dawson, 
a list of the 

3 and 3 : Co nf idential 
furnished reliable 
the past.) 


Blind memo enclosed with 
Ch icago Memo 4-19-55 
Re: Policy and Number Rackets 
Northern District of Illinois, Criminal 
Section, Investigative Division 
69-75147-9-139, end. PP. 1, 9 


The "Chicago Tribune" for 9-4-55 conta ined an article 
entitled"Fee Splitters in City Council Attacked by Backer of 
Kennelly" , by George Tagge . Article reported that on 9-3-55 
Major Kennelly ' s spokesmen carried the primary election fight 
against city council "fee spl itters" and Cong. William L. 

Dawson 'who they said was supporting Richard J. Daley for Mayor. 

Knox (fnu), one of five Negro Aldermanic candidates 
with Kennelly support, said the five were opposed to Dawson's 
attempt to dump Majory Kennelly. He said every one in the 
2nd Ward knew what Dawson's interests were , and that Dawson was 
against Kennelly only because the laws were being enforced by 
Kennelly ' s police department . 

62-75147-9-A 


On 2-21-55, in response to a reauest by G-3 
on 2-15-55 for the result of security-type invest igat ion on 
various U. S. Congressmen , the Bureau furnished G-2 with c list 
of Congressmen on which no investigation pert inrnt to their 
inquiry had been conducted by the Bureau. This list included 
William L. Dawson, who was born 4-26-90 at Albany, Ga . 
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Reference noted that the name check request forms 
on the individuals listed were returned to G-2 , 

Copy of Memo to G-3, Dated 2-21-55 
Entitled , G-2, Department of the Army 
Name Check requests 

63-60537-41360 , P. ? 

(sey 


This reference reported that the Criminal Division 
of the Dept, of Justice had requested inquiry to identify the 
Assistant U,S, Attorney , of Chicago, 111,, who allegedly 
inquired at the Cook County Building concerning the location of 
the desk of Cook County Assistant District Attorney Dawson, 

( Evidently about March, 1955), It was noted that this Dawson 
was the nephew of Cong. William L. Dawson who was allegedly 
connected with a syndicate policy racket in Chicago. 

Bureau Memo 4-32-55 j 

Re: Assistant (J.S. Attorney , Chicago ,1 
Adaministrative Inquiry | 

69-65519-11 1 

(36)' J 


The 

contained an 
Capital Told " 
the files of 
(evidently Ch 
made to Rep. 
his Washingto 
crime syndica 
Several Calls 
top mobsters 


" Chicago Tribune" of 3-10-55, page 1, col. 8, 
article entitled "Mob Calls To Dawson's Phones in 
, written by Sandy Smith. Article reported that 
the city council crime investigating committee 
icago. 111.) contained evidence that calls were 
William Dawson , south side Democratic boss, at 
n (D.c) home and office from telephones of the 
te in Chicago. Calls made during 1953 and 1954. 
to Dawson were made from a known hangout for 
in the same general period. 


'When asked about the calls , Dawson said: "I don't 
know. Those calls may have been placed. I wouldn't know 
arCything about them." 

i r \ 

62 -43319- A 

(3)# 
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This reference seta forth information regarding f 

articles appearing in the " Chicago Sun-Times" of 3-11-55 , and 
the "Chicago Daily Tribune " of 5-10-55. Articles concerned 
telephone calls made from the crime syndicate in Chicago to S 

Cong. William Levi Dawson's home and office phones in Washington , 

D. C. 

Reference also sets out, in detail , the information 
furn ished by Sandy Smith," Ch icago Daily Tribune" reporter , 

Chicago , who requested that his name be kept confident ial . 

Smith furnished specific data concern ing the information appear ing 
in the "Tribune" article and the source thereof . 

The above mentioned article of 3-11-55 may be 
found in the Sub A section of the main file, 58-3367 on Dawson. 
Article of 3-10-55 summarized in reference above. 

Chicago Memo 4-11-55 

Re: Congressman William Levi Dawson , 1 
Chicago , 111., Jacob II. Guzik , wa. Jak 
Guzik; Harry Hochstein ; Phil Katz 
Criminal Racket Survey, Chicago ; 

Division. 

62-99J97-9-29 

(38iy 


On 3-10-55 Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney j 

General (AAG) of the Criminal Division, Dept, of Justice, advised '% 
that the US Attorney, Robert Tieken, Northern District of 111., f 
was conducting an intensive investigation of the policy and ? 

numbers racket in his district. Olney reported that the Dept, 
was cooperating to the fullest extent possible with Tieken. He 
requested a summary of the information in the Bureau files regard- 
ing the policy and numbers rackets in Chicago. Olney furnished 
a list of individuals involved in the investigation which included 
the following : "*Wm, Levi Dawson, 3520 S. State St., 180 W. 

Randolph St. Jpitfft Casey (Deceased) former Secretary to W. L. 3 

Dawson." 
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The list contained the following statement on the 
bottom of page 3 Probably Representative 17 ill iam L. Dawson 
of Chicago , Illinois." 

Above mentioned list enclosed with 
Dent, of Justice nemo, 3-10-55 
C R- 75 147-0- 136 , end. P. 5 
(30/ 37) 


On 5-18-55 a Bureau memo advised that the Department 
of Justice had requested information concerning lists of persons 
allegedly involved in gambling rackets ana political corruption. 

The Bureau files as well as those of the Chicago 
Office were reviewed and blank memoranda , one which included 
information on William Levi Dawson, were prepared concerning 
persons who might be identical with those listed by the Department. 

On 5-18-55 the Department was furnished a copy of 
the above mentioned memoranda. 

Serial described above 
62-75147-0-143, end. P. .? 

( S um.ma ry 5-18- 55 ) 

(3?J ' 


The "Chicago Tribune" for 3-16 ■ 
article entitled "Harvey Linked, to Cambl 
article reported that the files of the c 
council emergency crime invest igating co 
linking Alderman William 11 . Harvey (2nd. 
in his Ward. The files are reported to 
invest igator observed a meeting between 
William Dawson, south side Democrat ic bo 
Stevens, operator of three south side po 
Avenue, and Blue Eagle. The lengthy art 
activities of Harvey. 


-55 contained an 
er In Secret Files." This 
ity (evidently Chicago, 111 
nmittee contained informat 
Ward) to a policy operator 
show that a Committee 
Harvey, a protege of P.ep . 
ss and Mrs. Florine 
licy wheels, the boulevard,': 
icle reported on further 


On 7-8-55 Wallace Parks 3 of the Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations of the House of which William L. Dawson was 
Chairman , advised the Bureau that Dawson was interested in 
having a full background investigation conducted on each staff 
member of the new subcommittee formed to look into the withholding 
of public information by Government agencies. 

This reference enclosed a letter from fiarks dated 
7-8-55 which forwarded a copy of the letter Dawson was sending 
the Director. Dawson's letter requested the Bureau to conduct 
background investigations on the staff members (3) of the 
Government Information Subcommittee , which included Wallace Judson 
Parks. 

It was noted from a pencil notation in the mail that 
Dawson had been informed by letter , dated 7-14-55 , that the 
matter had been referred to the Department of Justice. 


Above Mentioned letters enclosed with 
Bureau Memo 7-12-55 
Re: 'Wallace Parks , Chief Counsel , 
Government Information Subcommittee 

62-99229-78 

( 37 } 


This reference reported that by memo dated 12-2-55 the 
Department of Justice forwarded a copy of a letter from Cong. 
William L. Dawson , Chairman of the House Committee on 'Cperations s 
requesting information on certain Committees . Dawson wanted 
to know about all Committees created by and / or advising the 
Department since January 1, 1953 , if there was serving on such 
Committee any person other than a regular , full-time Federal 
employee compensated on an annual basis. 


BKv. 


RRyv; 

r 4 ^ V ; 

SkW-v. 


W-J 

iSV;- ; 

fiKfs'v. 
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Dawson desired such information as " name of the 
Committee , date created , statutory authority , membership., 
with whom does the committee advise, amounts paid members, 
details relating to minutes and records maintained, background f 
and business qua lificat ions of the members of the committee , etc." 

Reference also reported there were no Committees in the 
Bureau of such nature that had other than full-time Federal 
employees, and recommended that the Department be so advised. 

Bureau Memo 13-6-55 

Re: Committees created To Advise The: 
Department Consist ing of Non-Federal 

Employees 

63-55,047-609 

(36/ 

Correlators Note: It was noted that 63-55047-810 consisted of the 
above mentioned Dept. Memo: copy of letter from Dawson: and memo 
to the Dept. 


The March , 1956 issue of " Champ ion” , publication of 
UP C A (United Packinghouse '.Yorkers of America ) District 1, contained 
an article by Charles Hayes, Director Dist. 1 UPWA, AFL-CIO . 

In the Article Hayes criticised Congressman William L. Dawson 
.for his failure to help in the fight for Negro rights. 

Above mentioned publication enclosed 
with 

Chicago Memo 4-17-56 
Re: Com inf il UPWA - CIO 

1S-C 

100-35658-443 , end. P. 1, 8 
(33/ 
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The following references relate to Rep. William 
L. Dawson being the pay-off man in regard to the policy racket 
operating in Chicago. This racket is estimated to take 
$10 ,000 , 000 a year principally from the colored population . 
Dawson is reported to keep the "heat" off the Policy Syndicate 

Ro.ffff.nce S3 pq> '• 

y 

62-81093-46 (36:/ 

62-81093-53 (27) 

62-81093-9-317 (27) 

62-81093-9-469 , PP. 8,23,24,25,26, / / 

142,143 (27', 38:} 

62-81093-9-476, P. 9 ( 27, / 

62-81093-9-483 (38/ 

4 s 

62-75147-9-142 end. P. 2 (37'/ 

62-75147-9-41 (9/ 

62-81093-9-345 {27} 

62-81093-9-337 ( 27 ) 


REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 


The following references contain information which 
is set forth in the corresponding serial of the main file 
50-3167 on William Levi Dawson. Except when indicated otherwise 
the source is the same in both serials. 


File ,7 

SSp :L 

Source 

U . F , Source 

Ser ial 

58-2291-3 

(e) 


X, pp. 2,3 

62-74665-8 

(9/ 


X, P. 3 

62- 75147-9-35 PP . 

1,19,34,108 

( 9 /, 


X, P. 3 

62-75147-9-126 

(9/ 


5, P. 1 

62-91933-738 

( 10 / 


1, P. 3 



£ 

X, P . 

5 

100-3-14-2336 

(is)' 

X, F. 

6 

100-39058-30 

(181)' 

1 , P. 

7 

100-39058-31 

(18)'. 

1, P. 

7 

61-777- di- 1 3$ 

(24) 

(Program of 
" Salute to Young 
America Dinner," 
enclosed with 
reference) X, pp 

. 4,5 

61-7854-41, P. 6 

(25)' 

X, P. 

5 

6 2- 29 36 7- A "DW” 
2-2-45 

(85^ 

»v 

X, P. 

6 

62-75147-9-91 end. 

I. 33 

(26*)' 

X, P. 

3 

6 2- 8109 3-9- A 

"Chicago Daily News " 
9-28-50 

(27) 

X, P. 

3 

100-3-14-2171 

(29/ 

X . P. 

5 






REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY (CONT.) 


File 


ssp ■ 


Source 


M.F. 

Ser ial 


So urce 


1U 0-3-76- A 
"Worker" 2-6-40 


100- 135- A 
" Worker " 5-2-43 


(SO) 



100-7060-44 7 end. P. / 
48 (3Bj 


100-7321-6 


100-146964-239 


f, P. 6 


X, P. 6 
X, P. 5 


X, P. 5 

( Information X, P. 4 

obtained in 
highly Confidential 
Manner) 

X, P. 4 


No. In ft 


/i/o Inf t. 
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(standard form NO, 64 


^Office M.emo%ndum • 


UNITED STATES GOVER] 



jr- ,.4 Mr. Board 
' 7j 'f Mr. Belmo 


: T)T ,v ' - GTO 





( O-J-Mev; ) 


SUBJECT: M] f,TJ A' ? L. 7 

Congressman 


7 D 'i'.’G/G NT 
A ■ . K. ' .. 


v , > v-V * wo 1 

date: 'ocember 31«. 

Mr." Par4 
1/ /Mr. HjU- 
v Mr. Tftmm. 
Mn.Tr'Vur. 
^ 1 M/ Cl^ytccL— 

j / rfeltf Koota 
I'm , Mr. Hv'Hore 


-tV- 


Mist Gandj 


■BSj- 


! V 


2 n d Gist r i e# Til i no is 

''PRO PC SF/0% OHGRE - ° 1 0 UAL INQUIRY REGARDING 
DEGREE 0? COOPERATION BETVJEEN FEDERAL LAW 
FNFOR CEMENT AGENCIES AND CITY POLICE DEPTS. 




RNFOR CEMENT AGENCIES AND CITY POLICE DEPTS. Y.a A , ■<<■*& 

ANERICAM BAR ASSOCIATION SURVEY OP ADMINISTRATION a ,//} , 4 ’ :*Z 
0? CRIMINAL <TH ST 7 CE IN UNITED STATES . 


On December 27, 1957, Supervising Captain JF1R0ME 
MCCARTHY, Chicago Police Department, Chicago, Illinois, 
Confidentially advised this office that he had been told 
fby Congressman WILLIAM L. DAWSON, 2nd District, Illinois, 
\Jthat a Congressional Committee was requesting an appropria- 
ition to investigate cooperation between Federal lav. 1 enforce 
ljment agencies and city police departments. According to 
n AWS0N, particular emphasis is to be placed on finding out" 
>’,how many local arrests were made at the. request of Federal 
agencies and how many Federal cases \>. , ere originated by Iocs 
nolice departments and furnished to Federal agencies. 

Captain MCCARTHY had no other information and there 
lis no indication from his information that the Bureau woul: 
Vbe singled out in connection with this inquiry. There is 
ijalso nothing to indicate the overall purpose of this Con- 
rressional inquiry. 




m. 


i- 

si- 


1 * 

r*iv 

a* 


1 


In my opinion, this inquiry may be related to the 
I ndianapolis news’ criticisms of the Bureau made several 
months ago. A 2nd possibility is that if Congressman DAWSON 
is personally behind this inquiry, it may relate and dover 
(the subject of the extent of cooperation between stafte and 
(Federal agencies in civil rights matters. ^ ' Q 

Congressman DA’-'SCN, a Negro, it will be recalled |Ls 
one of the most influential South Sice politicians in IlUino; 
and is reliably reported to have in December, 1957, gathered 
his political forces and to have taken over the leadership 
of the Chicago "ranch, MAACP . •' y 



|joi tne v-rnca 
flj. - Bureau 1 


0 m 

RDA/jcn 

( 5 ) 


icaco 


' - 


;u.Uii\UH) • 33 
IRDCQ ■ 39 

N 5) 


JAN 14 195 ? 


CG 00 -New 


The former leadership of ohe Chicago NaAIP has ceen 
strongly critical of DAWSON' s position on civil rights legisla- 
tion and of his oosition at the last Democratic national con- 
vention and indicated of recent cate that it inteneea to support 
a strong civil rights opposition candidate against DAWSON in the 
[1958 Congressional elections. It is entirely possiole, in my 
opinion, that DAWSON may utilize this inquiry to explore Eureau 
and local police liaison in civil rights cases as a means to. 
insure his continued power in the Negro community in the coming 
1958 election campaign. See attached article apnearing in 
December 30, 1937, issue of "Time" magazine, page 16, columns 2 
and 3. Chicago files contain numerous references, both of 
criminal and security nature, to Congressman DAVISON summarized 
as follows; none of which criminal information has been verified 
by the Chicago Division: 

In I 9 I 4.6 Congressman DAWSON, according to information 
furnished by JAMES RAGE!!, SR. , formerly closely associated with 
the Crime Syndicate in Chicago, stated that in connection with 
payoffs on the numbers or policy racket in Chicago, a payoff is 
made to Congressman DAWSON and one other person. 


Two Chicago Police Department — 

June, 194.7, that in connection with protection afforded policy 
operators it was believed that the top "policy fixer" was Cong: 
man DAWSON. 


soiu’ces advised in 


Congress- 


The "Chicago Daily News", September 28, 1950* on 
page 38 , contains an article entitled "Colliers' Story of the 
Capone Mob and Politics", which according to the article is a 
reprint of a story in "Colliers" magazine entitled "The Capone 
Gang Muscles Into Big Time Politics" written by LESTER VELIE. 
This article contains considerable information concerning 
Congressman DAVISON particularly in reference to the ten million 
dollar profit in the numbers racket on Chicago' s South Side. 

The allegation is made that the numbers racket, "as any precinct 
I captain in DAVISON'S i% T ard can tell you," is interwoven with local 
political activities. It reports that DAVISON says he does not 
take money from numbers racketeers for personal gain and adds, 
"But he says he will accent political contributions from them." 
It then quotes a statement reportedly made to the writer of the 
"Colliers" article by DAVISON to the effect that he, DAVISON, re- 
vealed he had fought to protect Negro numbers racketeers against 
invasion by outsiders. 

, 

( Chicago files reflect that in 19.4.0 DAWSON was a member 
of the board of the National Lawyers Guild which, according to 
t u e HCUA, is the lettal arm of the Communist Party. 

V* () % 

m v ^ ^ -V, ^ ^ V J Q 
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DAWSON is also reliably reported as acquainted with 
a large number of Negro Communist functionaries in Chicago - 
Recently, however, the CP has not been friendly to DAWSON 
in fact is attempting at the present time to organize 


and 
political 


opposition to DAWSON' s re-election in 195b. f'any of the officers 
of the Illinois Branch, NAACP, who were defeated by the DAWSON 
machine in December, 1957 > were members of the CP or supported 
by the CP. At the ore sent time only one officer of the Chicago 
Branch, NAACP, has CP affiliation. 
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LOCALITIES 



l /GEORGIA 


V- TENNESSEE 

{/Illinois 

V MICHIGAN 

>/. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
y. MASSACHUSETTS 
(AINE 
V PENNSYLVANIA 
V'NEVi YORK 
^MISSISSIPPI 






DO-6 . 


OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF I NVEST 1GAT I OS 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


BP 


Dear Sir, 


Mr. ToV' 

Mr. Bell 
Mr. Deloac 
Mr. McGuir« 


vr. Mohr 
Mr. Parsons 
u r. Rosen 
Mr. Tamm 

There are too many rumors going Trotter 

around in regard to Rep . Dawson o t Mr - Jones - 
Chicago exploiting the Negroes Mr ; w,c ’ su111 

imported in £ rom the South by Mr . Hol , oman 

charging them for finding a place for MiPSi}olmes 
them to live and getting jobs fob them iss Gandy 
getting 10% of their salaries. Wtu 


r.- t ; < 
* ” ? 


There are too many rumors for there not to be an 
element of fact in it & I think the situation should be 
reported to proper authorities & investigated. 


I 
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The Washington Merrv-Go -Konm l 


Dawson Halted Drug Price 

By Dn u l , <’<irson jjBoykin of Mobile, who helped Association of which they aje 


{found the White Citizens -members. j 

The sensation;*: di-closures {Councils and boasts of his; . A 

Senator Km-s K-fauver has pose connection with the Ku’ *' 1 d,a ment i 

been making .vending theF u . x K |? n ’ "PP^ached the " HE'\. '** ovora11 »8C«icy : 

. . , * - . , , Jsenior Negro Congressman, of Food and Drug, are em* 

high cost n. ni r iicine would InHnr nnno srfnin rmllrwJ V... ...I. _ u : 


have b e r n 
Aivcn to Mi 
A&ttytj r i >' a n 


senior Negro Congressman, of Food and Drug, are em* 
Tile latter once again pulled, barrassed by the whole busi* 


1 e ^ t ‘ .» 


Ucago, senior 
Negro f ' a ii Pcars(m 
gressman. 

Dawson suddi n!y and mys 


;he investigatorial rug out ncss for two reaS ons. 
from under Blatnik of Min* ~ , XT « 

nesota and ended the highway Embauassment ^o. 1— The 
probe. flrst lady of the land, Mrs. 

I Note—' fod ay Blatnik will Eisenhower, has been the 
I testify before the Kefauvcr Recipient of considerable 
iCommittee regarding the high |, ospitalitv from Elizabeth 
‘price of drugs, which heja^j* ’ . f ** . 

wanted to probe two vrars 2f. fanl0US Ma,ne 

Chance reducing ranch near 

tg ’ ; Phoenix. Ari;. In the winter 

Lipstick Smeared . of 1,10 President’s plane 


v • : wuimmuvi. im 1111,111, 

price of drugs, which hej?, 

dil&S&S „. n n( nr l . . * 


■1 


gressman n T . , ‘ , . . -carried Mrs. Eisenhower, her 

■ Dawson sud.l.-niv and mvs- 11 hasn 1 mario the ^ ***lcr. Mrs. George Gordon 
erlously ‘'n-uni-.ni/pd'’ the lines of 11,0 batt ' c over cran- Moore, and Mrs. Kills Slater, 
rolie bv ( ' < im't ■. smiian Jolm-herries, but the battle of the "'iff? of t he Seagrams whisky 
Intnik of "to who had dipsticks has continued tin- Cj ccu, .‘y e - on a special trip to 

Ocn Invest icaim:; ti.aaroUos, | abated behind the scenes ln : \ 1 *} CmX | fo f l 0 .’■- llzabet,1 
Ittng cancer, and Gendcrizingl * “J, . the scenes n, Arden beauty reducing treat- 

ills and was a to probe the Apartment of Health, ments. 

|[tior firm ' •■o ‘Yeorgan*! Education and Welfare. Again last winter the first 

‘/,ftUon M cun- investiga-! It involves 17 colors of lip* * nf L’ wcnt t0 Elizabeth 

Ion- Istick which the Food ,ncl ^ ? {{ * 

l ho in. wi- ■ • how one • Drug Administration has southern Railroad and the 

*. 1*11 ta '\ V . • *««’> J ca ” ; found to contain coal tars Southern Pacific. Most patrons 

mu ? C \ "I'r i ' i th\ nH-Hi which cause anemia, heart ;of Elizabeth Arden pay around 

OUld hate i- i i the puce lrouble , ,nd enlarged splcens!$lOO a day at her Maine 

K * U \ * l a '°* when fed to laboratory ani* Chance ranch, but Mrs. Eisen* 

perioc mals, and which FDA will bower was a nonpaying guest 

?' 11 also 1-1 anot her (therefore ban from use by of Mrs. (Elizabeth Arden) 

j'ftckdown \v • : ’ same | the women of America. How* Graham, who incidentally con* 

jOngressman i > •-> !i abruptly ever, the date when that ban tributed S2500 to Ike’s reelec- 
lopped a prom- -highway will become effective has been lion in 11)56. 

]Mftnrial in Mom ■ ,;i - periodically postponed at the All this makes It enibar- 

Hlainik of .v *a had request of the big lipstick passing for Secretary Ar W’ 
ifrnt an invest icai Mobile companies. i Flemming, who so abruptly 4 ' 

10 probe a very m situa* Chief wire-pullers behind the banned cranberries, to delay 
Jon which might ha 1 the scenes are Helena Rubinstein the ban against the 17 lipstick 
|liK payers $180,000. * sud- and Elizabeth Arden, operat colors. j 

#!tl y, Congressm.v rank ing through the Toilet Goods Embarrassment 


ilher d nir 
‘/,fttlon M end 
Ion. 

f l’ho incid* : 

3fltm can Fij 
tlbtic infm ;; . ! tn 
OUld have r- i ■ *! 
f medicine f . -w 
ftt* period. 

H also h.. 
backdown w 
fOngressman 
lopped a prob- 
IfiAndal in Mom ■ 
Hlatnik of 
Jihnt, an Investigai 
((j probe a very m 
'Jon which might ha 
litpnyers $180,000. 
#nly, r ’oegrrssmj 
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f&rMhfltvho 17 lipstic k co^ ya 
are not considered really 
harmful to women unless 
swallowed in very large 
amounts. This puts a certain 
amount of justice on the side 
of Elizabeth Arden, Revlon, 
Helena Rubinstein, and the 
others. However, the law is 
\ Htiite clear. And it specifies 
that if any food, drug, cos* 

‘ mctic, or anything else is 
; harmful to laboratory animals, 
it shall be banned for use 'by 
human beings. 

Since the 17 lipstick colors 
have definitely been found 
harmful when fed to labora- 
tory animals, Food and Rrug 
issued an order, effective Jan. 
1, that it would no longer 
certify these 17 colors as 
harmless, though actual sale 
through drugstores and beauty 
parlors would not be banned. 

Shortly before Jan. f, how- 
ever, the effective date was 
postponed to Jan. 25. Mean- 
while, the big cosmetic com- 
panies, especially Elizabeth 
Arden and Helena Rubinstein, 
demanded public hearings. 
Public hearings are not re- 
quired under the law. The law 
gives medical experts the flat 
decision. 

However, Food and Driig 
has now delayed until Feb. 1 
the question of further post- 
ponement of the date of deci- 
sion. Several million women 
Iwho use lipstick, will be watch- 
ing for the outcome. ! 
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liy Drctv Pearson | 


Parson^\j£ 
Rosen \h: 

Tamm 

Trotter < 

/ v;.c. s^<K 

Y Tele. Room 

A Holloman _ 

w i G<,n:ly — 


Congressman Frank Boykin 
of Alabama 1 ; considered' 
frirndly to the White Citi- 
zens Councils , 

in soul h cni f 1 ! 

A I n h a m n \ 

(lev. John Pal- 1 i 

!rrst>n is con- 

in \ : a 1 ) a m t" L I 


Vevjsan 


Bill L,l 

week H 

tile No. 

1 Xe-jjl 

gio Congress- 

man in 


mgton. 

\V it i i a 


climbed into bed wiltrthcnvUF 
sidetrack a grand jury which 1 
was working for clean govern- 
ment in Alabama. 

The details of what hap- 
pened would flabbergast the 
uninitiated. Here arc some of 
them. 

Arthur Perlman, investigiV 
tor of the Government Opera-! 
lions Committee which Con-: 
gressman Dawson, Chicago; 
Democrat, heads, had gone to; 
Alabama to investigate a’ 
smelly highway situation.; 
Governor Patterson’s cam- 
paign manager, now finance! 
director. Charles Meriwether, 1 
had been charged with trying: 
to increase the appraisal of a! 
piece of Federal highway land 
from $1 to $180,000 in order to 
pay a political debt to another 
1 of the Governor’s henchmen, | 
Bill Delaney of Mobile. The! 
Federal Government would! 
pay 00 per cent of t ho S180,*, 
000; so Uncle Sam, in effect, | 
would be paying off Patter- 1 
sl/lfV~fi icVtds. * — 


The charge was mafooffl- 
oiafly I7i the Alabama State 
Legislature by a preacher 
turned legislator, Charles 
Trimmior of Mobile. 

When investigator Perlman! 
arrived in Alabama he was re-! 
reived on Sunday, April 5, at 
the Governor’s mansion in 
■ Montgomery and there ques- 
tioned Charles Meriwether in 
‘the Governor’s presence. The 
[cross • examination continued 
! from 4 p. in. to 6 p. m. 

Mystery Phone Call 

The key question was wheth- 
er Meriwether had telephoned 
Tom Cochran, one of the land 
appraisers, on -February 8 to 
say that the state would not ■ 
appeal if Delaney was award- 
ed $180,000 for the dumping 
of highway muck on his land. 

I Meriwether flatly denied 
1 making the phone call. 

Two days later Perlman was 
In Mobile and asked Frank 
Dranc, manager of the Ad-! 
jmiral Semmes Hotel, fpr^lhc ; 
i^t*cw<i*of Meriwether's 
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Keh. 7 anct 8 V Draws J 
hesitated, consult ccl hiPTiw^ 
ycr, finally produced them. 
The phone-call records had 
been Inmpnm! with, 

“1 la-; anyone ad<od In see 
thi> iTeord''" the investigator; 
asked. 

I h'a ne huddled with his at- 
torney. 

“Yes.** he finally answered. 
‘‘Who?” 

"Meriwether." 

''When?" 

"Sunday night at R p. m." 

, In other words, Meriwether 
had loft the cross-examining 
session at the Governor’s man- 
sion at fi p. ni. Sunday in 
Montgomery and flown im- 
[mediately to Mobile, 180 miles. 

| Vet despite this record 
| brought back to Washington 
by Chairman Dawson’s own 
investigator. Dawson teamed 
up with Governor Patterson 
and Congressman Boykin to 
sidetrack a Mobile grand jury 
seeking to ascertain the guilty 
parties. 

After huddling with race- 
baiter Boykin, the Negro Con- 
gressman either sent, or 
authorised to ho sent, a tele- 
gram direct to the grand jury 
■stating: "There is not a scin- 
tilla of evidence in the land 
case. We washed our hands of 
this ease on the floor, .nLUtfr. 

"■‘Ttmvsg yesterday." ■ 


Uefpjicjinjr a Lady 

Sen. Mike Mansfield, the 
gallant Gael from Montana,, 
has gone to hat for glamor am- 
bassadress Clare Boothe Luce,; 
with the statement that she 
was a great success as envoy 
to Italy 

Mike is only 50 per cent 
right. Mrs. Luce was a suc- 
cess during the last two years 
of her term. She committed 
errors during the first two 
years. Here are Clare's two 
most grievous ones: 

1. On May 28, 1953, during 
the Italian elections, she made 
a speech in Milan hinting that 
if Italy did not line up with 
middle-of-the-road parties 
•grave consequences" might 
follow. 

Ten days later Premier dej 
Gasperi lost his margin in the i 
Italian Parliament. Many ob- 
servers felt Mrs. Luce’s speech 
Iliad tipped the scale against 
1 him. 

| 2. Mrs. Luce was so much 

■ opposed to the election of 
j President Gronchi that he al* 

I most asked for her recall. Had 
she been a male, he probably 
t would have done so. She was 
Iso upset when his election 
was announced in Parliament 
that she left the diplomatic 
gaUot&Jj}. tears . Cfe-. 

nCopyrUht, 1959, Bell Syndicate. Inc.) 





u 


Action Is Urged 



ii 

* Ik A.'xi. Pr r^\ ^ 

j Representative Dawson. J>m- 
V ,C! at of Illinois. a via- chair- : 
,| man °f t lit' Democratic Na- , 
j t uini-.l Commit tee, said today he j 
'[* to push for House hear- : 
m;:s "as soon as possible’* on a 
new civil rights bill. j 

Mr. Dawson said he will take 
j u D the matter with the appro- 
priate committee chairman— 
probably Representative Celler, 
Democrat of New York, whose 
Judiciary Committee last year. 

| voted out what finally became! 

| the first civil rights statute to 1 
"o on the books since Recon- 
struction Days. 

This year neither the Eisen- 
hower administration nor Mr. 
Celler s group has taken any 
action toward another civil 
rights bill. 

Mr. Dawson, himself a Negro 
and head of the House Govern- 
• ment Operations Committee, 
i>:aid in an interview that much 
i civil rights progress has been 
made in the past four years. 

But he criticized what he 
called the present “do-ns- 
little-as-possiblc attitude” of 
President Eisenhower and At- 
torney Gen. Rogers, 

The Representative called 
Jor prompt passage of a meas- 
ure to: 

I. Authorize the Secretary of 
Health. Education and Wel- 
fare to aid education aimed at 
prevent mg denials of constl- , 
tutional rights for race or ro- 
be ions reasons. 

T Provide Federal money \o 
States or school districts needed, 
to carry out integration under 
the Supreme Courts order. 

J. Authorize the healthy 

: : to work out public 

M 'boel integration plans in co- 
operation with affected com- 
munities, 

4. Empower the' attorney 
general to seek co\rf. aid 
aga inst vio lation o {JSarin^ 


civirnghK'’ 

■«7 A 


-vfi 
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Action Is Urge! 
iOn Civil Riohts 


the A^oewUyt. p! / i i 

Hrpyi's^nf alive Dn wr on , Dr m - ; 
or:a( n( Illinois, a ' vice chair- 1 
man of the Democratic Na-J 
tional Committee, .said today he! 
is going to push for House hear- j 
intis “as soon as possible" on a- 
new civil rights bill. j 

! Mr. Dawson said he will take' 
up the matter with the appro-' 
print e committee chairman — 
(probably Representative Celler, 

; Democrat of New York, whose 
! Judiciary Committee last year 
voted out what finally became; 
the first civil rights statute to! 
co on the books since Recon - 1 
struction Days. j 

This year neither the Risen- ‘ 
hover administration nor Mr. 
■Celler’s group has taken any 
action toward another civil 
lights bill. 

Mr. Dawson, himself a Nepro 
and head of the House Govern- 
ment Operations Committee, | 
said in an interview that much; 
civil rights progress has been! 
made in the past four years, i 
But he criticized what he; 
called the present "do-as- 
httle-as-possible attitude" of 
President Eisenhower and At- 
torney Gen. Rogers. 

The Representative called 
for prompt passage of a meas- j 
me to: j 

1. Authorize the Secretary of I 
Health. Education and Wel-j 
fare to aid education aimed at 1 
prevent me denials of consti- 
tutional nrhts for race or re- 
lit: ions reasons. 

*j. Provide Federal money to, 
States oi* school districts needed 
to carry out integration under 
the Supreme Court's order, 

T Authorize the healthy 
-ecrciarv to work out public 
school integration plans in co- 
operation with a fleeted com-, 
muni! i* s. t 

4. Empower the attorney* 
general to seek court aid’ 
against violation of various] 
*rt r tt -rtghts, < r ■ 1 
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iDAWSONTSUDED 
| FOR LEADERSHIP 

i 

jlilinoit Representative, 70 . 

I* Esteemed for Role in 
l Helping Race Relation-. 


i American Ntwipip«r a, '. a..,* 

i WASHINGTON, March i: 
Beeaus* of th« flow of h-w 
' line* he creates, many p ; • 
over the country have the i.m* 
that Representative Adam rp.y- 
ton Powell Jr. must be the me ■«,; 
important and influential N* £ >.- 
in Congress. The ManhaPvi 
jnemocrat is not. The contest i« 
far from close. 

That honor belong* to Rem*, 
sentativt William L. Dawson. 
Democrat of Illinois, whose .suc- 
cessful career on Capitol •• • 
j seemingly ought to be mom , 
an example nationally th.v. 

;is in the matter of prom 
good race relations. 

! Representative Dawson 
will be TO years old Ay 
probably ha* more y 
power than any other m-' 
of his race in the United p - 
He i* the first Negro ch i : : 

■ of a major committee 

I Congress since Recons!:. 

Mays. He heads the House r ■ 
nilttee on Government O 
tions. He is vice chairn:. 
the Democratic National t 
ntittee. He is undisputed > 
cal boss of the five < ; 

[South Side wards that 
up his Congressional dr- 
is a respect oil an i p ; ’ * • 

,ber qf the House. 

■ j Thl Illinois Repi esen: * 

•f as stAong in his support * 

■ VRhtifo bills that come 



^jg 


l Ml l 

i\ti\e 1 

Ht lllOi ! 

leadim; 


U, ~ ’ ’ |Vghta’; bills that come ; 

DTlWfl i % lse M nearly all s 

Ul * ;\i ' 0:n members of the Horn- 

r&fin 0 •ifltiS r0n U n °PP° s,n « 

I U t 1) i ' v |P le than most N<*nii>'rn •- 
■'0 W '- 7 W City representiiiivca. M 


l l / 

: 

1 ! . SUNDAY , MARCH im 

:t i stones— to buiflP IdllieHdB^™ 

i don’t talk just to show 

When Mr. Dawson does smh| 
; hi* colleague? listen. Mor# jn9 
jany other one man, he wasl jB 
j sponsible for the defeat in 1$1| 
j of & draft law provision 
^ would have, allowed induct^lfl| 
choose whether they would Sfm| 
^§g| in a segregated unit, Rerataj w B 

gassed and wounded in 

1 g a 

argue or plead his case 

|fjK Rfl and assumes that his CQa foj® 
# ;'y; it jM tions will be considered 

man-to-m&n or person-to-pi § 
::::i:ii:i:::i:eW nasis. He stands up 
i/llKfH / but is not belli^i®^ 

P lM/ j about it. He does not ridictiaH 
• R j )UJ ’ e those who disagree 

Represent* Such respect and regard 
Dawson* his colleagues, naturally, had frj jMj 
i ln }s. Is united in widespread respecM® 
. m ’ r p ( « regard for Represent ativ» l£H 

1 ^ >on. Some of his staadjSH 

(friends in the House are ml 
« c? j. the South, A. non- Southern IlijH 
. v , resentative /found this out'^fl 
; ^Miard way bick in 1919. - M 

...e:e When Ute Democrats mm 
ests (control offtihe Eighty-first &M 
'gross In 1948, RepresentM^ 
> mo-: Dawson was bv seniority bs^E 
, to become chairman of thet69H 
! # mit tee on Government 
lions. A. jealous colleague 
to enlist the bathing of S**3||§ 
-C e: ners on the committee 
* ytj-. :m>ve to bypass Mr. 

. . uu.;c-:The Southerners to a rnaadH 
'P -- ^ i iv tod the suggestion. Thgry'^p 

entitled to the clu irmxtash® 
:::e:r but that Ire also wasj b^g| 
|;-iualifipd for leadership thJayJt® 
in.: man who had tried to 
^ a racial prej;;.i:c« for 

s tage. Mr. Dawson’.* recwd|fl| 
p- -phes | chairman ha* justified RiU p(m 
' •• ^ hi>;fidence. 
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Dawson Is Mum\ 
On Mob Chats 

Rep. William L. Dawson. South Side Democratic 
boss, flew in from Washington and replied when 
asked if he had telephone chats with Capone mob- 
sters: IT. . ... 


, . .... his hackers would have had a 

1 have no common!. NNhv 4 , . . . , , ,, n 

. . . , 4-!o*3 majority, with Aid. Ben- 

dont vou lei it go at that. n \ . , . . 

f , jamm M. Becker t-iOth), chair-. 

Dawson $ reported convert- 1 . . . 

1 . . 4 4l man, unable to vote except in 
tions are expected to throw . t 

sparks when the Citv Council CilSt ° ,l lu 

F.mergeney (Big Nine) Crime Evidence Of Dawson Calls 

Committee meets in unusual In the committee tiles, it was 

session Friday. ! learned, is documentary evi- 

Prcsent with a promise totelljdenco or Chicago calls to Rep. 
all he knows from a strongbox ; Dawson's direct number, 1 : .X ce- 
nt' secrets will be Downey Ricejulive 3-07l>ci. in Washington, 
investigator. The calls vs ere nude during 


‘Tear Curtains Off 


1953 from telephones in an of- 


Ald. Robert R, Merriam (5lh>| Hce at UO N. Dearborn, the 
and other Republican commit- Ni ,K ‘ * vcn uitormed. 
tee members were reported 1 ho>e same telephones Vcre 
planning to “tear the curtains used lu Anthony J. 1 1 onyT^Ac- 
oft M civic sin at the meeting. Crffdo and Jacob M. (l ittle Jack) 
Aid. V. J. Cullerton (3Stl^<jUzik, according to the Chicago 
cut short a vacation in Palm Crime Commission tiles. 

Springs, Calif., to return for the The office reportedly was oc- 
Hig Nine meeting. Democratic cupied, under fientious name, 
organization leaders had been by Phji^vatz, boss of the bookie 
trying to reach him to urge his wire service, and Harry Hoch- 
participation in the session. stejjn, politician and former aid 
Cullerton said he didn't know To A1 Capone. 

"what this is all about.” He Hie same Chicago telephones 
added that he hadn t seen any were used by mobsjprs to tcle- 
of the reports of committee in- phone Murray H/plf at NOrlh 
vestigators. _ 7-3220, T¥T wo6aner Apart- 

Cullerton s pi esc nee will uieni s, in Washington, govern- 
w e the organization power to n)CnI awnts have reported. R, 

H 1 ° f{ «jy P ub f lic hearings by | 0 |f has been described by 

It Big Nine v oie lie . pu • i congressional committee tit- 
ejicttom. j U 

In his absence, Merriam and! Continued on Page "4 
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< >(inuetl from Page l Ti.:.. :o t lui Ios\( iirard, 7240; 

nci.cs as "molxlom’s lobbyist" ; . • 

in (Washington, devoting his en*|. ,uns >vi\ing 9S ye?"Sj 

eijiies to killing off antigambiim: ’* n P nson * AK ' ;iX mmes * n 
^j/l s " " jzon.t. is tiu/ik’s son. Guzik ha$j 

Other Calls i maintained a home at 7240' 

.v,, .. , , . ! l.uella tor manv \ears. although: 

Other calls were made h\ Ac-;. ,. , . ■ 

, i ,, . ■' i lie lives mostlv in downtown and 

canto and Guzik to Olt trom a! v . ........ 

r .*ii i if.* Near North Side hotel*. 

Loop tailor shop and an athletic { , . , .. 

, , . ... * Another recipient of calls was 

club oil the West Side, according! . . . , > ... . ... ... . 

, I../ Anthony Ihndli ot Sierra Madrc, 

t.\ i'll I \/>n *in» 1 In on mnit (Min. ; 


to subpoenaed telephone com-]N .... J , f /" V ‘ ~~ ' 

. 1 Calit., a pal of Accardo. The 

pany recons. I telephones were discontinued in j 

Thc OH maWcr 15 covcrcd in i June, 1953. and the office re-! 
a 200- page report on efforts by; poncJly moved to S. (dark. : 
die crime syndicate to take over! Dawson's ealb reportedly 
the juke box industry. (were traced during a govern-! 

The report states that Fred.ment investigation of the policy! 
Morelli, former 1st Ward Deni-! racket last year. Thc informa-! 
oc ratio committeeman, wasjtion was obtained by the Chi- 
linked with Rep. Dawson m-cago Crime Commission from 
juke box activities. j government agents and turned 

Reports have been circulated iover to the Big Nine, 
freely in Washington that Oil] 'Hie congressman came to 
has made heavy campaign con- (Chicago to help select a succes- 
niinitions to certain congress- ' sor to Aid. Becker as Demo- 
men. jcratic nominee for city clerk, f 

Rice said in Washington that! ^ hether Dawson would ni- 
he would arrive at 9:30 a.m. mr ‘* n ovc r through the Big Nine 
Friday in Chicago, j meeting was speculative. ^ v 

lie quit the Big Nine as chief 
investigator last week "in div 
gust" after accusing Irwin N. 

Cohen, chief counsel, of stalling 
public hearings until after the 
election. 

Cohen denied any rift with 
Rice and said he would he hap 
py to tell the committee mem 
bets of the evidence on hand. 

Prepares Photographs 
I le was preparing photographs 
- reportedly showing policy 
i aeketcers paying graft to police- 
men — for viewing by the com- 
mittee members. 

Cohen said he also would 
present a voluminous report to; 
the committee on evidence of 
alleged police-crime-politics cor- 
ruption. 

Telephone company reeoids 
showed hundreds of long-dis- 
tance calls from the office at 
140 N. Dearborn to hoodlums 
all over the country, it was! 
learned. > 

-'A-muvbcr of calls were made! 
to a telephone listed iiTTvfitrm^i 
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Rep. Dawson Denies 

„ A ' 

Gam biers Aided Him 

Associated Pms 1 

Pep. Dawson (D-imoncy needed to run a political! 

1H.» d o n i ocPy o sic rday-4*e ever campaign,” Peterson said. j 


had accepted political coiUribu- ^ ,^ lc }P*i 

f 1 1 terview had been intentionally: 

tinns from gamhlcis. suppressed for seven years,! 

His douiaL was made after Peterson commented: -I 

cXg^aiii operating “We interview r. lot of peo*j 


^T^Xcy>a!i, operating 


director cfPthc Chicago Crime pie every day and we don’t run 
Commission, said the congress- right out and make a public 
man had admitted accepting statement on every interview, 
contributions from ganlblcrs in I used the Dawson case , . - 
his South Side Chicago dis- 'to illustrate that there .are 
trim. some politicians who don’t 

IVinson said Dawson made want strict enforcement of 
the admission in a 194R inter- gambling laws.” . 

view with (.'rime Commission _ - . 

investigators. 

M Thc charge that 1 took 
political contributions from 
gamblers carries the connota- 
tion that I was in a position 
to nivr them protection," Daw- 
son <aid. 

"1 have never been in a posi- 
tion io give gamblers protec- 
tion. That is in the province of 
the mayor and the chief of 
police. If the chief of police 
doesn't want gambling there 
can be no gambling.’* 

Dawson said he doesn’t re- 
member ever talking to Peter- 
son. 

‘'If I made such a statement 
in 1948 why didn’t they publish 
it in 1948 or 1051. he said. 

"Congressman Dawson stated 
that there arc gambling places 
in his ward from which he 
docs not hesitate to take 
money for political purposes, 
st*os&uu'jhc large aiW ftnP - p f 
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I .Peterson 
Hits Again 
at Dawson 

Next nmvr in the war nf 
i words between Rep. Dawson 
and the Crime Commission was 
up to the Chicago congressman 
today. 

' Virgil Peterson. Crime Com-* 

: mission director, reiterating 

! his charge thal Dawson ad- 
mitted he did not hesitate id 
i ; take money from gamblers lop, 

M political purposes, said h* 

| could produce two investiga- 
tors who would testify they;, 
heard him make the statement^ 
Dawson, after being in- 
| formed yesterday of Peterson’s 
jo- ginal statement made in tho 
|C;, me Commission’s annual re- 
[P'ji. denied making the ad- 
! ml sion. But Peterson ar- 
! swred: 

’ ‘‘There is no question that] 
those investigators reported 
the conversation (with Daw- 
son) accurately,” 

Peterson said the interview 
took place in Dawson’s 2d 
Ward Democratic headquar- 
ters, 3520 S. State st, Peter- 
son was not present. 

Dawson, attending current 
sessions of Congress in Wash* 
jington, said Peterson’s report, 
j was a '‘political attack/’ add-* 
ing: ; 

! “I have never taken money ! 
from a gambling place in my | 
life, for persounl or political 1 
purposes. I never made any ! 
statement to crime commis- j 
j sion investigators that I nc* i 
j copied money from gam- » 
, ! Mors. 

"They’re just maidn*; nio 
a whipping hoy in t in 
n ayoral election, where I 
hive no interest except js 
a elected representative in 
the councils of the party.” 
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Quotes Admission 
Made to Prober 
by Ward Boss 


E irs. pp> AJS g'S'll ' SQn 2Z2? nu,ae 111 a written re- 
H &* \ \ Slfl A M n^rton crime in Chicago dur- 
8% L^OlfiHIl in S 1954 prepared by Virgil 

W. Peterson, operating dircc* 

L E n C%i/r\ l ? l<)1 <lf l * 1C con,m * ss i° n » ant i 

ralff V* f "IS* I V Ic:u * *’- v 1>etclson at a meeting 
I I 4 ijib Oil* I Jl *' le commission's directors 
^3EB B 8# in Hu- Mid-Hay club. 

Tlie report, which indirectly 
praised M a y o r Kennelly for 
n j i i • • freeing Chicago of most of its 

Quotes Admission mur nourishing gambling cs- 

tablislmients. was approved by 
Made to Prober directors of the commission. 

They ordered it made public, 
by Ward Boss The section concerning Daw- 

* son came midway in the 29 page 

report, after Peterson asserted 
| The Chicago Prime commis- that crime commission investi* 
sion (Unclosed yesterday that gators today are able to find 
Hep. William L Dawson [D. t only a few “sneak variety ** 
111. I, 2d ward Democratic com- gambling joints in contrast to 

mittceman. has openly told ^dc open gambling j oints 

... .. . that nourished bv the thousands 

commission investigators that . , lt . t * f , l0tt,Iua 

in Chicago but a decade ago/* 

tf Tells of Interview 

\ ^ “ Unfortunately, there are 

f political leaders who are op- 

.. v posed to a strict law enforce* 

kU '0' v ‘ ment administration/’ Peter* 

mjk ■ s °o said. “In' an interview with 

Wp.. -jL Congressman William L, Daw* 

P S jM son by Chicago Crime commis* 

W;5 " "h sion investigators on Feb, 20, 

Peterson [k*01 and Dawson. 1 .19,48, in ihe 2d ward D&nO* 
he has accepted money fronl cra * lc headquarters at 3520 S. 
gambling joints in his ward; st ->he vigorously attacked 
“for political purposes/* lhe P rcsent law enforcement 


mittceman. has openly told 
commission investigators that 


ky 


Peterson [Roland Dawson. 1 19,48, in ihe 2d ward DemO* 
he has accepted money fronl cra * lc headquarters at 3520 S. 
gambling joints in his ward State st -> vigorously attacked 
“for political purposes/* lhe P re f f ent law enforcement 

Dawson, in telling of his P olicics - 
acceptance of such funds, Peterson said Dawson at the 
| stressed “ the large amount of limc P roduced a five inch thick 
i money needed lo run a politi* P 1Kd< arres * S ^|P S on persons 
. cal campaign. ’ tiie commission stdzod for gambling, and stated 
! stated the slips were given to him by 

I //{/,.. fv. ... ;,S been ae ;1U unidentified person in the] 


IRcp. !>i: . ms vvvn «ci • , > 

! e.med b„ v.-,r Kenneth, oi Racket court. Peterson said 
'tea, liu ; , H.v nrrnevl in the Dawson told the investigators 
l>cmnc,<':, : e nwhinti cow Dial *' e * n t cnc ied to them 

Wiltcc Kenneth, one to Ma >' or Kennelly, but said 

j " he expected no satisfaction. 

__Jlepn l by Peterson Accc P |s Cai ”iuu«n Gifts 

The disclosure abouUM " Congressman Dawson 

slated that there are gambling 
j places in his ward from which 
i he does not hesitate to take 
money for political purposes, 
stressing the- large amount of 
j gjoney-freeded to ru^ptfflfi* 
'cat campaign,” Peterson con* 


•■■■ <■< is oecn ac 
<>r Knniclbj o 
divmnit in the 
■v con?- 

' ivVinm/fj/ avx 
r ’■ /M/n/./ 


JlcjV'rl by Peterson 
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. .... . , lhat "perhaps the most mi^Thev 

. . ' r " rH 1 c 81 m>l *y s pmTanl single improvemenffn | r 
.-moling house propr.i ; u s ,j lc p rpsen t police administra- > • 

" v 10 tun decent place- and |jou , . , has been the removal 
•"..ike a point of removing all of the once absolute control re P^- 
• ■'•oily weapons from the pa- which the ward committee- *“ 5 * 1 ' 

• s.-- before they are admitted, man exercised over pokce cap- ? 3 ‘ 

U hile expressing, disgust tains." . ctli} 

■ d the present mayor IKen- Status Changed ganu. 

■ ’• > I. Congressman Paws-m "This intolerable at ion ■ 


—led former Mayor Km 
Kelly who lie said 
-ays willing and ready • 
ie responsibilities." 

-n bis concluding stir.. 

\ the incident, Polerso. 

• here are undoubt c ; 
K-aber of political ! 

" s’O desire a return 1 
ibr open policies of the 

''•^ministration, ' and t h . 

y-'fcssman was prob:. 

> repressing their 
' ' vcftl] ts 3tis own 

Vin .«i233nn f a»r y - , 

ajjSSfh : . . 

'''■ 'it; estabMamc:- .- •" 
s ' v 'K«n of tbs- err- ' '•* 

’ v d> in the L.vg ■ 
-said many ci : ■ 

atnplovos v 
* hr Kelly year- 
?' " even some M.r 
' mdanls. 

If recent years 
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,rd no longer prevails, ha 
w .< “ Every commanding a: 
.... is m a position to ••move- 

law without regard for ; 

cal considerations 
Pctcrttft asserted that, 
tvary. tfr pw t improved i 
ItdiK), gantblm 
‘ , li(Ultd pmp^tt ir. Cc a 
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VirgU W. Peterson, operating director of the Chicago Crime Commission, 
f in his annual report that Rep. Daw son ( D-lll.) admitted accepting funds 


mw 


from gambling places. tuaily; eliminating wide* open sent numerous commiwifciiiQo*^ 

*3P&5% s M.fo°; •#***&*■:> . . . •».»*»• •*» mSm 


m 


Kcr^lty has charged with die- ?««(*» said he . had effective action except opP* 

rating Kcnnelly’s rejection as n "° '"‘en UonaUy suppressed de* occasions.” Babb could U be 

third-term candidate by the \ mh of ,hc Dawson > nterv,cw reached Wednesday night for 
* • • • for seven years. *««%.%*«.%# 


Democratic city organization. 


comment. 


Peterson quoted Wednesday interview a lot of peo- The report said the commis- wt 

what he said was an interview pk cvety day, lie said, and $ion “has been encouraged by ^ 

s by Crime Commission investi- don t run right out nnd malcc the vigorous action” taken by 
gators with Dawson on Feb. 20, a public statement on every in- Sheriff Lohman against gam- 
1948, in the 2d Ward Demo- terview. 1 used the Dawson case bling since he took over the of- 
cratic headquarters at 3520 S. Wednesday to illustrate that fice from Babb. 

State. * *j ier i c arc son ] c politicians who ]f Lohman continues this cn- 

0 notes Dawson * don t Want strict enforcement of forccment, the report added, 

“Congressman Dawsen slat- gi '!!r mg aWS ‘ “Cook County ns well as the 

ed,” according to Peterson, 7 he report, presented to the City of Chicago will cease to be 
“that there are gambling places Crime Commission's board of a happy hunting ground for lu- 
in his ward from which he does Sectors at the Mid-Day Club, crativc gambling operations by 

not hesitate to take money for contraste d conditions in Chi- the Capone syndicate and other r ;| 

political purposes, stressing the ca S° vvith^what it called quite hoodlums.** 

large amount of money needed Prevalent gambling elsewhere Peterson also said there was nghe administration rSf 

to run a political campaign.” in C°°k County during much no tnble improvement in the ad- rh; * rvi c prv ,u- r 

Dawson was unavailable for of 1954 ‘ . . . ministration of the state’s at- Chica 6° C.v.l Service^ 

comment Wednesday night, The report said this gambling tomey’s office under State's SIOn UIUer Stephen E. 

In the interview, Peterson was cvident * n unincorporated Atty.Gutknecht and in the city was described in the r 
said, the congressman produced area ^ as wc ^ as in suc h towns police administration under ‘‘unquestionably the moe^ 

“a batch of arrest slips relating as Cicero, Melrose Park, Forest Comr. O'Connor. He said per- standing for many dccatkft! 

to persons arrested for gam- and others, It specified haps the most important ad- The report listed 

bling. He stated they had been ^at these conditions existed vance in police administration jor criminal offenses in G 
given to him by someone, whom undcr the regime of former was "the removal of the once during 1954, the 
he did not identify, in the Sheriff John E. Babb, whose absolute control which the ward since 1950. But it des^&ij£ 
Packet Court after the arrest term ex P* red m December. committeeman exercised over "alarming” a 14.4 per2qpH 
slips were discarded.’* Peterson said the commission police captains.” crease in robberies since^lfS 

‘Poor Man’s Game* 

Dawson described the per- 
sons arrested as “laborers and 
v 1 o r k s,” Peterson continued, 

"and referred to policy (gam- 
bling) as *a poor man’s game.*” 

He defended gambling house 
proprietors, according to Peter- 
son, on the ground that they 
"try to nn decent places and 
! make a point of removing all 
deadly weapons from the pa- 
. trons before they arc admitted.” 

Peterson said Dawson told his 
interviewers that he intended to 
take the arrest slips in his pos- 
session to Mayor Kennedy “but 
he expected to get no satisfac- 
tion.” 

Expresses Disgust 
“While expressing disgust 
with the present mayor,” Peter- 
son continued, Dawson “lauded 
former Mayor Edward J. Kelly, 
who he said was always will- 
ing and readv to assume re- ’ . ;w. O O O W ^ mr 

sponsihilities”' | ’ *’ " & V C H[ 

Kennelly, praised in Peter- ! 
son’s report, last Sunday said 
'Dawson controlled the Demo- 
cratic slatcniaking committee 
which dumped Kennedy as the 
organization candidate in the 
l 7 eb. .Itprimary, j/ 

Jtfterson credited tljp^Ken- 
yfldly administration with vir- 
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Illinois Lawmaker Denies 
Donations From Gamblers j 

! By the Associated Press j 

Reprcsentat i ve Williarn, i^aw- 
son. Democrat, d f 11 I f noi s denied 
today he ever had accepted po- 
litical contribution;? from gam- 
blers. 

His denial was made to a re- t 
porter after Virgil W. Peterson, i 
operating director of the Chicago 
Crime Commission, said the Con- j 
gressman had admitted accept- j 
ing contributions from gamblers 1 
in his South Side Chicago dis- 
trict. j 

Mr. Peterson said Mr. Dawson 
| made the admission in a 1948 
interview with Crime Comm is - 
l sion investigators. 

Mr. Dawson said he doesn’t 
remember ever talking to Mr.! 
Peterson and that “if somebody 
else told him this it would be 
hearsay.” 

“If I made such a statement in 
1948 why didn’t they publish it 
in 1948 or 1951,” he said. “Thfcy 
had a mayoral election in 1951 J 
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January 15, 1970 


Airtel 


1 - Mr. Frankenfield 


To: . SAC, Chicago (58-NEW) 


FroW Director} FBI (58-NEW) 



CONGRESSMAN \ffILLlAM L. DAWSON 
LAWRENCE^WOODS 


pWRXBERY 

00: CG 


Re CG airtel dated 1/13/70. 

Caption of this matter has been changed to that 
reflected above. It is noted that former Senator Daniel B. 
Brewster has been deleted from the caption since it appears 

that he is not involved as a subject in the current allegations. 

/ 

' For your information, the request of | 

| contained in his letter of ' 1/7/70 nas neon 
referred to the Department of Justice for advice as to whether 
an investigation of this matter should be conducted. You should 
take no action in this matter pending a reply from the Depart- 
ment^ and prior Bureau authority. 
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Director, FBI 

BEC-K •!<*'- 1/2 Sr' 

CONGRESSMAN WIT.T.TA 
I 

// 






Tolson 

DeLoach . 
Walters _ 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan « 

Tavel 

Soyars , 
Tele. Rooj 
Holmes 
Gandy . 


t flifgTOPp wiring- 


2j L. 


DAWSON 


January 16, 1970 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. Bolz 
1 - Mr. Frankenfield 
1 - Mr. Bishop 


SPIEGEL, INCORPORATED 
BRIBERY . 


Syr 

r 
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Enclosed for ready reference is a copy of a letter 
dated January 7, ,1970 — tUvactari t,n the Chicago, Illinois, 


FBI office by Mr, 


Special Attorney, 



Criminal Division of the Department, requesting investigation 
of a reported bribe to Congressman William L. Dawson of 
Illinois. It is alleged that loans to Congressman Dawson 
to influence his vote on postal legislation were subsequently 
paid by the mail order industry. 

The Department’s advice is requested as to whether 
an investigation of this matter should be conducted. In the 
event such an investigation is desired, we would appreciate 
being furnished the identity of the Bureau of Narcotics and 
Dangerous Drugs informant who is the source of these alle- 
gations in order that direct contact can be had with him 
by Bureau Agents. Pending receipt of your advice, no 
investigation is being conducted in this matter by the 
FBI. 

Enclosure 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) 

1 - Assistant Attorney General (Enclosure) 

Criminal Division 
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NOTE 



This concerns allegations of pay-offs to Congressman 


Dawson (D-Illiriois) of $35,000 to $50,000 in the form of loans 
to influence his vote on postal legislation. The loans w ere 
snhsfiaufintlv pal ri by the mail order industry. I I 

J Special Attorney, Criminal Division of the Depart- 


ment, by letter of 1/7/70 direct to our Chicago office, 


&JA »i£ 
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Note cont. 


requested this be investigated. Our Chicago office^was 
advised the matter had been referred to the Department for 
advice and Chicago was instructed to take no action ponding 
receipt of an opinion from the Department. 


o 


1 


* GENERAL ‘ I INVEST I GAT, 


Attached is a reque 
tigation sent. diroo-frlv 




1/15/70' 

DIVISION 

for a bribery inves- 
to our Chicago office by 
Special Attorney, Organ- 
ized Crime and Racketeering Section, Department 
of Justice, involving alleged pay-offs ranging 
from $35,000 to $50,000 in the form of loans to 
Congressman .William L. Dawso n (D- Illinois) . 

Lawr ence~1$ p ood s (former Administrative Aide to 
Dawson) acted as the intermediary for Dawson in 

'these pay—Of'f g Tho 1 na ns inara -rQnor* t|0dXy 

arranged by] ^ I Spieg el. 

Inc, (a Chicago mail-order house) with 


subsequently paid off by the mail order industry^ 
The pay-offs reportedly made to influence 
Dawson’s vote on postal rate legislation. These 
^allegations were made by Chicago informant of 
J/the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drug s as 


American National Bank, Chicago, and 


£ 


a resul t of conversation he overheard of 

I The informant was prompted to disclose 
this information following the recent i ipfiie . timan^ 
in Washin gton. D. C. , of Spiegel, Inc., 


(a Washington, D. C., lobbyist for 

Spiegel) and former Senator Daniel B. Brewster 
(D-Md.) on bribery charges growing out, of pay- 
offs to Brewster by Spiegel and| |in 

return for Brewster’s efforts to defeat an 
Administration bill to raise third class postal 
rates . ioftjA » "fjiyh 0 

Letter is being sent to^ the Attorney Genera: 
requesting his advice as to whether investiga- 
tion should be conducted and Chicago is being 
instructed to take no action pending an opinion 
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from the Department. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Address Reply to the 
Division Indicated 
and Refer to Initials and Number 


+ « 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 

Criminal Division 
Organized Crime & Racketeering 
1500 U. S. Courthouse 
219 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 


JJF sir 


January 7, 1970 


Mr. Marlin W. Johnson, 

Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
219 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60604 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 


On. Wednesday, December 3, 1969 , in Chicago, I re ceived a 
telephone call from an informant of | | the Bureau 

of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs Agent formerly assigned to our 
office. In his absence the call had been referred to me. 


The informant advised that he had recently read of the 
indictment of Senator Brewster for accepting money to influence 
his vote on postal legislation and wished to advise that other 

persons wepre doing tfte same thine. According to the informant, 

publi c relati ons 


is or was 


ions 
] the 


for Spiegal, a division of Beneficial Finance. It is 

informant said, who makes arrangements for payola to Congressmen, 
including William L. Dawson of Illinois, to influence their votes 
on postal legislation. 


The informant advised that^to effect payoffs, the recipients 
make loans which are anhseananrlv xsnaid by the mail order industry. 
The loans are made through | | an officer of American National 

Bank in Chicago. In addition, he said the postal, sub-stations in 
Chicago make deposits at the American National Bank. The informant 
further advised that Lawrence Woods, a former Administrative Assis- 
tant to Dawson acted as an intermediary for Dawson and handled the 
switch of sub-station deposits from another bank to American National. 


b6 

b7C 


enclosueb 



SEAHCHEO INDEXED 

SERIALIZED FILED 
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January 7, 1970 


The informant stated that he obtained this information from 


] Agent f 


lhas advised that th is informant is or was 

| and has furnished reliable 

infopnation in the past. 

The informant, at this point, declined to continue the 
conversation and answer additional questions relating to the 
mattp.p.c! set forth above. However, through the efforts of Agent 
who is now assigned in Washington, telephone contact was 
ished with t his informant on January 6, 1970 by Agent 

of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. 
The informant reiterated the information he had furnished 

also stated that a dav or two after the indict- 

Jof the 


estab 


previously. He 
ment of Senator Brewster, 

American National Bank, was relieved that he was not indicted 
or called before a grand jury in the same case. 


The informant said that 


nroarW gat-f 


pns, was an associate of 


lobbyist for mail order 


has a very good job with the American National Bank. ~ <■__ 


and is associated with 


The informa nt stated t hat the loans were made in various 

and Lawrence Woods. The amounts would 

vary be tween $35,000 and $50,000. The informant believes that 


names , including 


pay cooperate with the government if approached in the right 
way as he is bitter about losing his public relations job with 
Spiegal, after it was taken over by Beneficial Finance. The 
informant believes it is also possible that Woods would cooperate. 
He was the Administrative Assistant to Congressman Dawson until he 
apparently fell into disfavor after losing his bid in a local 
election for 2nd Ward Alderman. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


In view of the above, it is requested that you undertake an 
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January 7, 1970 


investigation to determine whether the provisions of 18 USC 201, 
the statute relating to bribery of public officials, has been 
violated. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 


Special Attorney, 
Department of Justice 



February 18, 1970 


Air tel 1 - Mr. 


To: SAC, Chicago ^ 

From: Director, FBI (58-7125)- 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON 

ET AL 

BRIBERY 

00: CHICAGO 


Enclosed herewith are two copies of a self-explanatory 
Departmental letter dated 2/17/70. 


Chicago contact Special Attorney | I secure 

the identity of the informant in this matter, and thereafter 
interview him under oath, secure a sworn signed statement, and 
submit the results of that interview to the Bureau in a form 
suitable for dissemination. 


Conduct no further investigation pending advice from 
the Bureau. 

Enclosures (2) 



MAILED 4 

FEBIR1970 





Form DJ-150 
(Ed. 4-26*-65) 

^UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

- Memorandum 


to : Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

fro/ : Will .Wilson 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

<£) 

subject : Congressm an William L. Dawson 

Lawr ence^W oods ; 

=1 




7 * DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
r 


date : F©t) rua r y 1 7 , 1970 


WW:RJR:als 

51-23-545 


CSpiegel, Incorporated 
Bribery 


This concerns your memorandum dated 
January 16, 1970 o n the above captioned mat ter. 


attorney 


It is requested that 

in charge of the Chicago uieia umce or me 
Organized Crime and Racketeering Section, be 
contacted concerning the identity of the informant 
in this matter. Following the Bureau's interview 
of that informant a decision will be made as to 
whether further investigation should be conducted. 





4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) 




Tal Bureau of Investigation 
- „ Records Branch 


1- . ] Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 
j 1 Service Unit - Room 6524 
I ^ Forward to File Review 

l~r^ Ajt€ mtion 

LZIE^Return to 3 Z uTZ, 

Supervisor ^ Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

II I Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

I ~ I A 11 References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

II I Subversive References Only 

L 1 Nonsubversive References Only 

I - 1 Main References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

L I Rg^bficted to Locality of 

I --H ^xact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

I ~ I Buildup I I Variations 


Subject . 

Birthdate & Place 
Address 


Localities 


Prod. 


Searcher 
. Initials _ 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 







4-22 (Rev. 1-22- 


■ 22 ^ 0 ) 

w 


t 41 Bureau of ..Investigation 
^Records Branch 


19 . 


1 _ 1 Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

L I Service Unit - Room 6524 

I 1 Forward to File Review 

1 ^3 ^3^ntion^^^^ac-^^ 

1 IfEj Return to ^ il ~ 
Supervisctf Room Ext. 

Ty pe of References Requested: 

I ~~ ( Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

I 1 All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 

1 - j Subversive References Only 
[. — I Nonsubversive References Only 
1. — . 1 Main References Only 


Ty pe of Search Requested: 

F ^l^ egtricted to Locality of 7 ) ^'. 
I ^f Exact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

I I Buildup 1 I Variations 
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Bureau of Investigation 

Records Branch ’ 

> 


19 


Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

I I Service Unit - Room 6524 

I 1 Forward to File Review 
1 i^ AU0ntion 
d^3^eturn to' 



Z~Z<f3 


Supervisor 


Room Ext. 


Ty pe of References Requested: 

1 [ Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

1 I All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
I 1 Subversive References Only 
— I Nonsubversive References Only 
1 iMain References Only 


Ty pe of Segrch Requested: 

[Z3^^&Mcted to Locality of c, 

I ^fe act Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

I I Buildup I _1 V ariations 


Subject J 

Birthdate & Place 
Address 


'b6 

b7C 


Localities 


R*L 


. Date 


Prod. 


> Searcher 
/ /ys Initials — 


rii 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 



March 13, 1970 





Airtel 


1 - Mr. 


TO; SAC, Chicago 

FROM: Director, FBI <58-7125) 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM lAawSGN 
ET AD, 

BRIBERY 
00: CHICAGO 



Chicago advise by return airtel whether the infor- 
« mant in this matter has been identified and interviewed and the 
D results thereof submitted to the Bureau in accordance with Bureau 
Instructions set forth in Bttairtcl dated 2/18/70. 


JFS :ssc 
(4) 




MAILED. 23. 

MAR 13 1970 

COMM-FBI 


MC-sj 



MM 16 1970 


Tolson 

DeLoach 

Walters 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Soyars 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 








TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 


FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) (P) (J£" A / ' 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSMAN NILLIAM L. DAUSuH \ 

RTAL ‘ — “ 

BRIBERY 
ou : CHICAGO 

Reurtel dated 2/18/70. 

Enclosed for the information of the Bureau and 
suitable for dissemination are an original and three copies 
of a self-explanatory LHM. 

Fm- tha info rmation of the Bureau 

and I I of the Bureau of Narcotics, would 

not reveal the identity of the Informant in this mat ter to 
Bnanentn nr t o Special Attorney I I Mr. 

I advised that he would attempt to obtain the 
informant’s identity through official channels of the 
Depar^men^: of Justice. 

. v 7 "A y 

r7/ 

C V / . I V x-f st, 


f- u /\ 


f taN'ft 

A >■ 
r ft 
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(£p3ureau (_ncs. 4) 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 5C-637 


UNIT ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
March 12, 1970 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON 

ET AL 

BRIBERY 


On March 11, 1970, 
of the Bureau of 


, . Narcotics ancl Dangerous 

Drugs , came to Chicago on this date and interviewed an 
informant whn .had provided information to Special Attorney 

bn December 3, 1969. This individual is an 

informant of The> i nfnrma nt- refused to provide 

any further information to and refused to be 

interviewed by Agents of tne Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


Mr. 


indicated that he would discuss 


this matter at the Department of Justice and request 
further investigation at a later date. 


b6 , 
b7C 






This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI.. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 






TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) (P) 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L /-DAWSON 
ET AL 
BRIBERY 
00: CHICAGO 

ReBuairtels 2/18/70 and 3/13/70; and 
Chicago air tel 3/12/70. 

For information of Bureau , Agents of Bureau of 
Narcotics refused to ident ify informant in cap tioned matter 
to either Buagents or AUSA| ]. AUSA 

| stated he would attempt to establish informant's 
identity through official channels of Department of Justice, 



JWS/mbw 






* *»*v 


A 


April 15, 1970 


Airtel 


1 - Mr. 



QA 


To: SAC, Chicago (58-637) 

From: Director, FBI (58-7125) 

o 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON 

ET AL 

BRIBERY 

00: CHICAGO 

BUDED 5/1/70 


Enclosed herewith are two copies of a memorandum from 
Assistant Attorney General Will Wilson, Criminal Division, dated 4/15/70, 
requesting a preliminary investigation in this case. 

Chicago is instructed to interview I IformeJ I 


Tolson 

DeLoach _ 

Walters 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan __ 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Soyars 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 


Chicago is instructed to interview I Jformei 

^public relations for Spiegel, Inc. , along the lines 
indicated in the enclosed memorandum. Also interview Lawre nce Woods. 
former Administrative Assistant to Congressman Dawson, and I 
of the American National Bank, in line with the enclosed memorandum. If 
further logical investigation presents itself to Chicago based upon informa- 
tion gained during the above three interviews, advise the Bureau in full 

- "ffi etail of your proposed investigation and proceed with that investigation on 
0 ..'t UACB basis. In advising the Bureau of any contemplated investigation, 
g 5 ptse a communication suited to the exigency of the situation so the Bureau 
S l&ay instruct Chicago not to proceed with that investigative step if deemed 

£ Appropriate. /g-g* HIcKS — *1 

Sc i Submit airtel sunuf^SS^of the results of the above three 

interviews as they occur. Submit “a report dStnjftlStilg tgjBQ requested inves- 

tigation by cover airtel to arrive at the Bu reau o n or before 5/1/70. 

- Include in the synopsis and the first paragrapf!""5f the ( Mails of the 
ZZHreport a statement to the effect that this is ^preliminary investigation 
c onducted at the request of the Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 

- — D ivision, U S. Department of : istice. ^ i 


tt 



o 



s 

R 

ea 

ui 




r-l 

f|a 

i 

cc 

pT 


Ou 

1 


eit 

— ± 


JFS/lrk,/^ ' (4) 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 



NOTE 





This concerns allegations of payoffs to Congressman 
Dawson (D-Illinois) of $35, 000 to $50, 000 in the form of loans to 
influence his vote on postal legislation. The loans were subsequently 
paid by the mail order industry. This mat ter was referred to our 
Chicago office by I Special Attorney, Criminal 

Division of the Department, by letter dated 1/7/70. Our Chicago office 
referred the request for investigation to the Bureau and the Bureau 
referred the request to the Department requesting advice as to whether 
an investigation should be conducted. By memorandum dated 4/15/70, 
Assistant Attorney General Will Wilson, Criminal Division, requested 
a preliminary investigation be conducted. 


2 



Form DJ-l$t) 

(ES:'4-26-65) 

* ~ yjjSTED STATES GOVE^MENT 


Memorandum 


to : Director, Federal Bureau 
V/ of Investigation 


from-) : Will Wilson 

/) ^Assistant Attorney General 
/ / ^-Criminal Division 

subject : Spiegel, I ncorporated 


, i 


J »y 


1 v 


Lawrence Woods 


Bribery 



PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


date: 

k 





i icro 


Mr.iPblson 
Mr./peLoacj 
MrTw alters 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop _ 
Mr. Casper _ 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Conrad - 
Mr. Felt 
Gale 




osen- 


ir. Sullivan — 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Soyars 

Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes — 
Mis Gandy _ 


Reference is made to your memorandum of January,, 16^ 
1970 , captioned as above, in which you requested advice 
whether an investigation should be conducted of a reported 
bribe to Congressman Wil liam L^ j_Dawson to influence his 
vote on postal legislation. You also expressed a desire / 
to learn the identity of the Bureau of Narcotics and ^ , 

Dangerous Drugs informant, who is the source of the _ 

allegation, in order that direct contact can be had with^' 
him by Agents of the FBI. Reference is also made to v /Sh\ ^ 
our memorandu m of February 17, 1970, in which we advise^ \ v'- 


you to contac-q 


|of the Organized ' 


Crime Section in Chicago, concerning the identity of 
the informant. 


b6 


T/-. 



Despite the unwillingness of the informant to be 





T 
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Corporation, a division of Beneficial Finance. He 
should be interviewed with respect to the Congressional 
rela tionships of Spie gel, Inc., Spiegel’s relationship 
with | and donations or payments made to 

any Congressman or Senator to influence a vote on postal 
l legislation. 

In addition, Lawrence Woods, a former Administra- 
tive Assistant to Dawson, has reputedly acted as an 
intermediary involving a switch of postal sub-station 
deposits to American National Bank. He shoul d be 
interviewed with respect to those activities. I 


who is employed by the American National Bank, 


should also be inte rviewed wit h respect to loans 


having been made to 


and Lawrence Woods, or 
It is alleged that some 


any Senator or Congressman, 
of these loans have been repaid by Spiegel ’s and were 
handled by America n National Bank e mployee 
a son of 


In addition to following the logical investiga- 
tion arising from those interviews, it is requested 
tha t the Agents of vour Chi cago Office meet with 


the Attorney- in-Charge of 


Mr. 

the Chicago Strike Force, to discuss the investigation 
with him. 


b6 
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V - ' 

Transmit the following in 

U ETEL 



Date: 4/21/70 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


(Priority) 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) 

< 1 ? 

SUBJECT: CONGRES SmjL TOLL IAM L.JDAY/SON, 
ET AL 
BRIBERY 

Re Bureau air tel dated 4/15/70. 


advised American National Bank (ANB) has 
no lo ans to LAWRENCE C. Y/OODS and that Y/OODS is not known to 
him 


• C 

2 nr 


.made ANB loan 

debentures to Congressman 

a high of $105,900, and was repaid in 11/63. 


_amnl3L_se cured by convertible 

in 6/62, which reached 


stated 


well-known to him and that he has m, 
high as &100, 000 o n secur ed basis. 


former official a t Spieg el* s. 


by 


t 


however , 


^ascertained 


tE 




loans to 


as 


/ 


mans not now handled / - ' 
]present loan t}„ 


y f b6 
' b7C 


balance to be $350,000; that loans are amply secured and no 
unusual activity to indicate payments made by maid — nrdpr industry! 
or that proceeds used to influence les±sla±ion. | Stated 


he has no knowledge or suspicion that | | loans usea to make 

bribery payments or that loan payments made by the mail order 
industry. 


I stated there is no reason for him to have made 
a statement that he was relieved at not bei ng ind icted or b eing 


called before a Grand Jury in the 


matter 


advised 


<? 


- Bureau 

- Chicago 
JAR/dmg 

(3) 


.57- 


s APR 22 1970 


Approved; 

/j) 



u- ' 


m 


Sent 


-M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 






CG 58-637 


he had separate limited £Q3mersa.tions with 

I and] I concerning 

xuujmiLienus m fc he l I matter but he 

cannot recall any remarks made by him which 
could be construed as his being relieved at 
his not being indicted or called to testify. 



LEAD 

CHICAGO 

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. Will interview 
LAWRENCE CTVo'O&S'. 


- 2 - 
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‘V’ 



V 


NR 021 C8 PLAIN 
75 3 

PM NITEL 4-22-7 0 ATS 
TO DIRECTOR (58-7125) 
FROM CHICAGO (58-637) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

COMMUNICATIONS' SECT ION 

APR 22 1370 

/ 

TELETYPE 





OW ■ 1 
/ 


Mr. Tolson — 
Mr. DeLoachu 
Mr. Walters— 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr* Bishop— 
Mr. Casper- 


Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. Felt 



Mr. Gale. 
Mr. 

Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Soyars- 
Tde. Room- 


Miss Holmes- 
Mim Gandy— 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON, ET AL, BRIBERY. 

RE CG AIRTEL FOUR TWENTY ONE SEVENTY. 

LAWRENCE C. WOODS DENIED KNOWING OF LOANS IN HIS 
NAME AT AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK (ANB) OR BEING INSTRUMENTAL 
IN GETTING POST OFFICE DEPOSITS TRANSFERRED TO ANB. 

AUSA l 


b6 

b7C 


Y 


REQUESTED 


IN VIEW OF ALLEGATION HE HANDLED ANB LOANS TO 
ALSO REQUESTED REVIEW OF 


BE INTERVIEWED 

u< '• 

AND 4QODS.fi 

^ a 


DUCES TECUM FOR 


ALSO REQUESTED SUBPOENA 

I BE SERVED BY SA BECAUS- 


U 

c 




1^*“ 


c 

c* 

f- . 


Ji 

u 

r 


KNOWLEDGE OF TYPE OF RECORDS REQUIRED* INVESTIGATION RE^UE^TED* 
BY 


^ APR 24 1970 




WILL BE CONDUCTED AND SUBPOENA DUCES TECUM 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


WILL BE SERVED BY SA UACB. 
END 
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Date: 4/24/7 0 


Transmit the following in 
y ia AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 






r* 


r 






r 


May 12, 1970 

1 - Mr. | 

AIRTEL 


TO: SAC, Chicago (58-637) 

FROM: d£&JJ(5?, f1i^ 2 (5S-7125) - / ^ 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON, 

ET AL. 

BRIBERY 
00: CHICAGO 


Chicago . 


Rerep of SA 


dated 4-29-70, 


at 


Rerep requires clarification to resolve the following. 


On 4- 22-70 , AUSA 


requ ested that b6 

declined b7c 


be interviewed . On 4-24-70 , | 

to be interviewed outside the presence of the Chairman of the Board 
of the American National Bank, and Chicago advised him that under 
those conditions no interview would be conducted at that time. 
However, Chicago has now set out a lead to interview T 


and 


it would appear that the AUSA may have instructed that he be 
Interviewed in the presence of the Chairman of the Board However, 
this information is not set forth in rerep. 


Chicago clarify the above by return airtel . 



Tolson 

DeLoach . 

Walters 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale . 


Ros^n — 
Sullivan , 

Tavel 

Soyars _ 
Tele. Room 
Ho: 







TELETYPE UMIT i I 





FLV2£33tftev,t 3-8-Q7) 


1 3-8-Q7) ^ ' 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

CHICAGO 
TITLE OF CASE 
CHANGED 

congRessm/ 


LAWRENCE C. 


SPIEGEL. INC. 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

CHICAGO 


DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

APR 2 y 7970 

4/20 - 24/70 


WILLIAM L. DAWSON 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


BRIBERY 


REFERENCES: 


. 1 s is being marked changed to reflect the full name of 
_Jand LAWRENCE C, WOODS, 

Bureau airtel to Chicago dated 4/15/70. 

Chicago airtel to Bureau dated 4/21/70, 

Chicago teletype to Bureau dated 4/22/70, 


- P - 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED None 

CON VIC I AUTO. I FUG. I FINES I SAVINGS I RECO' 


ACQUIT- 

CASE HAS BEEN: 


TALS 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 1 1 YES 

rXiNo 


PENDING PROSECUTION 

O VER SIX MON THS 1 1 Y ES 

CXI NO 


APPROVED 


SO PIES MADE: 


P EC I AL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


Bureau (58-7125) 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

•S’/- 1 '7)4-5"- ) A— ' ~ 


. ,\* 

1 - USA, Chicago ,\ 7 y 

2 - Chicago (58-637) \ L/ ( \\ 

y 

Dissemination Record of Atta ched Report 

Agency ^ h$l.7 1 

Request Reed. 


Date Fwd. 


How Fwd. 



Notations 



* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : Ift67 0-273-877 
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LEADS 


CHICAGO 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 1. Will interview 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

All persons interviewed in this matter were advised 
that this investigation was being conducted at the request of 
Assistant Attorney General WILL WILSON, Criminal Division, 
U,S. Department of Justice, Washington, D,C* 


served on 


On 4/23/70. a Grand Jury subpoena duces tecum was 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


It will be noted that in the memo to the Director 
from WILL WILSON dated 4/15/70, that on page 2, second 
paragraph, last sentence, states "It is alleged that some of 
these loans have been repaid by . Sniereel Is and were handled by 
American National Bank employee I |” The informa- 

, ll-in nrll i nrr sahia, xvf these loans 


Mr, L 


lett er to 

was 


tion pertaining to| 
was not set forth in AUSA| 

SAC MARLIN W. JOHNSON dated 1/7770; 

specifically asked if this information had been developed 
by him or if he had anv knowled ge of the basis of this 
information. Mr. I H stated that this information 

was not developed through any contact that he was aware of. 


b6 

b7C 


COVER PAGE 
- B* - 






jITED STATES DEPARTMENT <j| 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG 


i^rjC 


USTICE 

r fON 


Copy fo’: 


Report of; 
Date; 


1 - USA, Chicago 


SA 


April 29 , 1.970 
Field Office File #s 58-637 


Offices Chicago, Illinois 


Bureau Flip 1h 58—7125 


Title; 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON; 


LAWRENCE C. WOODS 


r 


Character: 


Synopsis: 


SPIEGEL, INC. 

BRIBERY 

This is a preliminary investigation conducted at the 
request of Assistant Attorney General WILL WILSON, 

Crimi nal Division. U. S. Department of Justice, Washington, 
D.C. 


American National Bank (ANB) , 


refused inter view outsi de presence of Chairman of the 
Board, ANB. | ANB, Chicago, advised no loans 

made to LAWRENCE C, WOODS. Loan to Congressman. MORRISON 
made June, 1962 reached high o f $105,900, repaid November, 
1963, Loa ns to I I for current amount of 

$350,000. I I stated has no knowledge or suspicion that 
loan proceeds used to in f 1 “ nnn e anyone or that loans repaid 


b6 

b7C 


by mail order industry. 


denied making statement 


which could be constituted to mean he was relieved at not 
being indicted or being subppammd_,to testify in case 
involving Senator BREWSTER. 


^ V V* V JU Jk. J AM V/MM V 

Jadvised ANB handled 


postal deposits for part of Chicago for approximately one 
year. Attorney | desires to be present 


at any Interview. 


advised he had no 


loans at ANB and never permitted his name to be used for 
a loan at that bank. WOODS denied knowing any subjects 
in this matter except Congressman DAWSON. WOODS denied 
knowledge of postal deposits being made at ANB or being 
instrumental in transfer of these deposits to that bank. 


DETAILS; 

This is a preliminary investigation conducted at the 

request of Assistant Attorney General WILL WILSON, Criminal 
Division, U.S. Department of Justice, Washington, D.C. , ,, , ., 

ocunmnt root ilftF. r*' 1 /u v, o r ; : t c* J! HI. It projp nfly tA tim*l HI ami 1s Ioanna to 


This d 

your agOncy; It ir-, ort«*r»t* in- r-d t 


LI 1 


- t « i4 * > v 


GP0 664 214 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


D«U« 4/ 24/70 


I l was advised of the nature 

the proposed interview and was furnished a 

Rights" entitlecI "Interrogation; Advice of 

undei oa?h l by SA was placed 

oolirv m+ M f*^3® tated that it was his bank’s 
poiicjr not to furnish any information concerning 

hr.™ transactions with customers without a subpoena* 
however due to the nature of the inquiry he stated 

Eemosted S?i Sh What in * ormati °“ he could recall and 
,S st ® d that an y records bo subpoenaed before the 
information would be made public. 

•j , I [stated that he does not recall anv 

Assistant ^ t/RENCE c * WOODS, former Administrative 
S / ; ant t° Congressman DAWSON and does not even 
know him to the best of his knowledge. 

Ho advised that he does know 

a former exccutiv£_QjL_Spj.cgel *s and th at he is ^ 

L__ [banker. stated he lias handled loans 

ln , to $100,000, Which loans 

ere adequately secured by bonds. lie advisnd +hn + 
he does not personally handlol laccount i nv 

mo re an<^ is not aware of the bur rent status of loans 
L - 3 —^ lowevor , to the best of his knowledge thev 

Pylons ih.f, Sta ? ed 1,6 T “° . 1 »°»lp d,r 6 ol o? ius- y 
PIC ions that any loans made to I were renaid bv 

the mail order industry or that the proceeds^ the y 
thJrn? WGre Pald t0 anyone for the Purpose of bribing 

Nation- 1 Bank^ANm J hat *' as handled an American 
on^x banlc (ANB) loan to Congressman i ™ 


" .1 Jutland Illinois g „. „ cc 5 8-037 


JAR/ dm; 


- - Onto diolntcd 4/21/70 


- •• I-- to 
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> 
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a checking account at ANB. He stated he does 

Sanne?"^ 1 the P^POSo of the loan or its 
manner of repayment. 


was asked if he had ever told 


, u l__ 1'— ue naa ever told 

i S!,! that he was relieved at not having been 

” S alled belore a Grand Jury after ?he 

he had no rlasfn n ?^° r He stated that 

not rpr7?i f? t0 makG such a statement and could 
SonsSd V-, ln L any statement that could bo 
had *™?„. a i?" E: ,‘ hese tinos- He stated that i,„ 


7 ~ nnes. He stated thnt 

had nrnv l 0 y 1v a the matter w!ih| 

I a ncll (in Cnno v .1 — ■ 


may havo nrT rip n „ 7- 1 n Separate occasions and 

not to be in?olvfd nei Ti ^ ta ^“ eut that he was glad 

^ndIcted Xte r °t th U& 

J-Ice to have his customers in trouble. 


■ . — , stated that he has known 1 

t?™— -J S lnce he was a child and that th L ut uun»" 
pountiy club. He advised he has known 
£ , . a i on S tiMe, that he knows him well 

S him tn Hr* o 


. ^ : — 1 ~~ V.O.JI lu; , Ulil L lie irr 

considers him to be a close friend. 


Jstated that 


- --- xxuot ueparTme] 

the^biS i ? i thie f oan OepartmeniL 
the best of his knowledge , ' 

ha nnlorl ^ ^ v. . 


pwavvu taut \4 o 

formerly in n the 1 US i Depal ™ 6At °* ANb, but was 

meriy m the Loan Denartmemt n, > , , . 


ed that to 
never 


handled a™ .il never 

in a diffe rent soc t t °^ 1 ?.r S i i^^^ JdUp ^fnn S Q tn^as 

%ated that lj ° an department. 

r ... I now heads th« dp V fmn 4- 


fhat hand lJs ban king for tllHpieffi ^ u ^ Part,nont 


business about ' 'the^Le^^ft^os^malte^f^ ?*,- 

tn tL P^fomce^oU'cuJff, 0 ' 1 " 1 ^ "a^Scts 

is not aware if his rnni^i bufainess; however, he 

1 his contact was instrumental in securii 


b6 

b7C 
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the business. He advised the Post Office deposits 

t?mn+«rt S ?? ClflC 8®°eraphic area in Chicago and es- 
timated the average balance of the accounts to be 
around $800,000. He advised that the account may 
not have been as lucrative as it might appear from 
e average balance inasmuch as there was a larae 
amount of work involved and that the bank may have 
lost money in handling the account . He stated that 

V ^ S no . connection between ANI3 sec uring the Post 
MORRlSoN? P ° &ltS and thG loanS to I I or Congressman 


b6 

b7C 


4 



4/24/70 




RAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATK 


Date 


I | teleplionically advised that 

he had checked with the bank's Credit Department 
and ascertained that no loans had been made to 
LAWRENCE C. WOODS. 


He qdv i Sftd tha t he had likewise determined 

loans to | 1 had a current balance of 

ij>J50,000 which are amply secured and that the records 
for which do not disclose anything, unusual which could 
be construed as to reflect they were being repaid by 
the mail order industry. 

H e advised .he had determined that loans to 

Congressman I |were initiated in June, 1962, 

loco* 16 ** a of $105,900 and was repaid in November, 

i9bo. The loans were secured by Convertible Debentures 
and that payment was effected by a loan from another 
bank which he did not make note of, but which he believed 
to be a bank in New Orleans. 


b6 

b7C 


On 


by 


4/20/70 Highland Park, Illinois 


SAs 


JAR/dmg 


File tf CG 5 S-637 

4/21/70 
Date dictated 


Thie document contains neither recommendation* nor conclusion* of the FBI. It ih the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contenta are not to he distributed outoido your 
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On April 20, 1970,, 

contacted to arrange an interview Mr . [ 


I wa s telephonically 
Jadvised that he 


desired to contact someone before making an appointment. 
(j)n Anril on 1 tV7Q 


advised SAl 


and that 


Mr . 



was an attorney 
desired that he. 


telephonically 

ranyQOoTjl; Ing 

be 

that 


Jvas advised 


present at any proposed interview. Mr. [ , 

under those conditions, no interview was contemplated at this 
time. 


■ b6 
b7C 


6 



April 27, 1970 


FEOfRAt BURI.AU OF tNVFST ICA I'lON 



Dale 


1 


LAWRENCE C. WOODS was advised of the nature of the 
proposed interview. He was furnished the printed form entitled 
Voluntary Appearance; Advice of Rights " which he an H 

signed. He was placed under oath by SA 
after which he furnished the following information: 


WOODS advised that he had been Administrative 
Assistant to Congressman DAWSON from 1961 to 1969. He advised 
that he ran Congressman DAWSON’S Chicago office by himself, 
and that the only other person employed in Chicago by Congres- 
sman DAWSON was a secretary, Mr, WOODS advised that Congressman 
DAWSON had a staff in Washington that did contain people from 
Chicago. 


Mr, WOODS advised that he did have a savings account 
at the American National Bank (ANB) which was opened in approxi- 
mately 1967, reached a high of $10,000, and was closed in May, 
1969. He advised that he never had a loan account at ANB, that 
he never gave permission for anyone to use his name on a loan 
account at that bank, and that he had no knowledge of or ' 

suspicions that anyone had done so. He advised that to his * 
knowledge, Congressman DAWSON had never had a loan account at 
ANB. However, he stated that this information would not 
necessarily have come to his attention had the Congressman, 
had such an account . 

Mr. WOODS advised that ho had no knowledge of any 
person securing a loan or receiving the proceeds of a loan 
from ANB to influence pending legislation. He stated that he 
had no knowledge or information that Spiegel’s had ever repaid 
any loans for anyone at ANB. 


Mr , WQQDS advised that he does nnt know 


Mr. WOODS advised that he had not been instrumental 
in Post Office deposits being moved from another bank to ANB, 


On 


by 


4/22/70 ij( Chicago, Illinois 


SAs 

and 


uAR/rrab 


PluH document ( uut.iin». in dhi*r u , 
your MKcm-v, it and its c«nt. ,n* 11. t i 


1 dl r not <1 v InMMin, l !!„(» f f'f 
* * 1 S '|* 1 dll i • , 
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and that he was not aware that Post Office deposits had ever 
been made at ANB. He stated that he was in no way instrumental 
in having deposits switched to this bank, and that he knew of 
no reason why anyone might believe that he had been instrumental 
in this action. 


Mr. WOODS advised that he does know the Postmaster 
General, and that he once spoke at a meeting where the Postmaster 
General had spoken. However, he doubts very much that the Post- 
master General rem embers h im. He advised that he does know the 
Chicago Po stmaster I \ however, he has never had any discus- 

sions with 


lor any other Post Office official or with 


Congressman DAWSON about switching Post Office deposits from 
one bank to ANB. 


Mr. WOODS furnished the following information concern- 
ing himself: 


Name 

Address 


Telephone Number 
Date of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Wife 

Children 

Employment 


Arrests 


Military Service 


LAWRENCE C. WOODS 
500 East 33rd Street 
Apartment 415 
Chicago, Illinois 
842-2495 
6/26/16 ' 

Hot Springs. Arkansa s 

b6 

1 I b7C 

Self-employed towel 
distributor; also associated 
with Mister Garpet 
1953, Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
owner of gambling establish- 
ment; dismissed. 

1957, Chicago Police Department, 
bribery; dismissed. 

United States Navy, 

1942 - 1946, honorable 
discharge , 


8 
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This Ip ft AT* was 


riisniHaftd w 


States Attorney 
on April 22, 1970. Mr_, 
that an interview of 


d-th 
i] Ct 


view of the allegation 
tn TiAWPKNP.E C. WOODS and 
Mr. 


£ 


t hat 


Assistant United 
Chicago, Illinois, 
Jadvised that he felt 
should be conducted in 
loans at Ame rican National ftank 


Hi 

]were handled by 

Jadvised that he desired a review 

o l ' t, ne I nan rer.nrdp for loans made by American National Bank 
to 




b6 

b7C 


9 





X 


Dt RAL BURCAU OF IKVFSTIGAT^I 


Do t o 


April 27, 1970 


i |was furnished a printed form entitled 

'Interrogation; Advice of Rights" which he read and signed. 


// . [ 


advised that at the instructions of 


] American National Bank, that 


I .rr.inrr I r> permit an interview outside the presence 


of [was advised that under those conditions, 

no interview would 5e conducted at this time. 


\ 
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b7C 


()„, 4/24/70 


at 


by 


SAs 

and 


Chicago, Illinois 


KJAR/rmb 


Kilo >1 
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Date iliotatorf 


4/24/70 


Tin 8 document contain < ti« uhcr rv« MjD-nrnd ill »n* nor * ■ luM-uin I the I 1-1 I* * 
your agcnc-v, it uud it* k nUnt* .iro not t<« iiNtiduUd it » » -r o * 
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TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 


FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM lI^DAWSON 
ET AL 
BRIBERY 


Re Bureau airtel 5/12/70. 


Chicago does not intend to interview . 

The rennr t was dictated prior to attempted interview ot 


an< 3 Chicago failed to delete the lead when the 
results of the attempted interview were incorporated in the 


report 



(^3 Bureau 
1 - Chicago 
JAR /lan 



'** *18 


/ 






r 


s 




SAC, Chicago (58-637) 


June 25, 1970 


Director, FBI (58-7125) 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON 

ET AL 

BRIBERY 
OO: CHICAGO 


1 - Mr. 


b6 

b7C 


-n Chicago is requested to bring this matter up-to-date by 

return mail by submitting a communication suitable for dissemination 

/ by the Bureau. 




T nl snn 

wailed; 23 

HoLoneh . 

JUN 2 5 1970 

Wrtl *pr<? 

Mohr 


Bishop 

COMM-FB? 

Casper 

Callahan . 



Conrad 



Felt 



Gale 

pr /] 


Rosen 

gin 

-1 18& ^ 

Sullivan - 


Tavel 



Sovars _ _ 


pY 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 

MAIL ROOmEQ TELETYPE 
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MAY 1962 EDITION 
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ic 


UNITED STATE^OVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 



>* ' V« 


TO ~ : DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 

,/ m 

F SAC , CHICAGO (58-637) 


/ ) 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L .^DAWSON 

ET AL 

BRIBERY 



SUBJ 


date: 6/30/70 


Re Bureau*. letter to Chicago, 6/25/70. 

Attached herewith is the original and three 
copies of a LHM for possible dissemination in this matter. 
\ yAs is noted the records from the American National Bank 
j y have not been made completely available as of yet and 
? as soon as they are the necessary review will be made 
and a report submitted promptly. The agent to whom this 
matter is assigned is presently attending Accounting 
In-Service . 




'(2)- Bureau 
1 - Chicago 


(Ends . 4) 


\ 


! ' 

1 




LEP : hjz 
(3) 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


SAC, Chicago (58-637) 


July 24, 1970 



Director, FBI (58-7125) 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L 

ET AL 

BRIBERY 




AWSON 


00: CG 


1 - Mr. 


Chicago is requested to bring this matter up-to-date by 
return mail by submitting a communication, to the Bureau suitable for 
dissemination. 




To Ison _ ■ - 
Sullivan - 

Mohr 

Bishop ..... 
Brennan. O.D. 
('allalmn 


MAILED 21) 

JUL2^1370 

jCOMM-FBt 


Casper __ 
Conrad __ 



REO 8 


/y 

EZ dUL 24 1970 
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* UNITED STATES I^VERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


TO 


FROM 



DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 
SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) &*? 



subject: CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L .^DAWSON 

ET AL 
BRIBERY 


Re Bulet dated 7/24/70 . 







1 



• •4. 


^1 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


CG 58-637 


NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Chicago, Illinois 
July 31, 1970 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON 
ET AL 
BRIBERY 


produced pursuant 

to a subpoena duces tecum on duly lb, 1970. 

A review of these records is being conducted 
and it is anticipated the review will be completed on 
or about August 4, 1970. A report reflecting results 
of the review will be submitted upon completion of the 
examination. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


This document contains neither recommendations nor con- 
clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not, to 
b.e distributed outside your ^agency. 
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REFERENCES x Chicago report of SA 

~ Bureau airtel to Chicago, 5/12/70. 

Chicago airtel to Bureau, 5/15/70. 
Bureau letter to Chicago, 6/25/70. 
Chicago airtel to Bureau, 6/25/70. 
Chicago letter to Bureau, 6/30/70. 
Bureau letter to Chicago, 7/24/70 . 
Chicago letter to Bureau, 7/31/70. 


4/29/70. 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


.//M <5 

: 


CON VIC 

AU TO. 

— 

FUG. 

FINES 

SAVINGS 

RECOVERIES j 




JL_, 


1 


ACQUIT*! CASE HAS BEEN: 

TALS , -jy 

| PENDING OVER ONE YEAR O VES it NO 
P ENDING PROSECUTION 

OVER SIX MONTHS CZjYES QUO 


DO NOT WRITE IN SP ACES' BELOW 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


August 7, 


iThe records of the| | 

were produc ed at the Federal Granci Jury. 

Chicago, Illinois. SA | | was appointed 

an agent of the Grand Jury for the purpose of 
reviewing these records. This review disclosed the 
following:: 


7/31-8/4/70 


Chicago, Illinois 


CG 58-637 


-Date dictated 


8/6/70 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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•> 


The results of the examination of the records 
T/as briefly .discussed with Departmental Attorney 

° n August 5, 1970. He advised that he preferred 
rnis matfar W een up with Departmental Attorney 


Jipon his return August 17, 1970. 


b6 

b7C 


A 


12 * 




September 10, 1970 


* 


* 




AIETEL 


j, TO: SAC, Chicago (58-G3?) 

/jf 

1 FROM: Director, FBI (03-7125) 


CONGEESST.1A1T TOLUAIl L. DAYE0K 
FT AL. 

■BRIBERY 

00: CG 


1 - Mr. Frankenfield 
1 - EOF 


In vie?; of the importance of this matter, CG is instructed to 
advise by return mail precise status of all remaining investigation and 
date same v;iU be completed and reported. This case is to be pressed 
vigorously for early completion and Departmental Attorney Sheldon 
Davidson is to bo followed closely concerning further action this cose. t 


WAF:jw 
(5) v ^ 

rJ 


To Ison 

Sullivan 

Mohr _ 

Bishop - ... 

Brennan, C.D. 

Callahan 



Bailed a 
SEP lo 1970 
C0MM-FBI 
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F B I 

Date: 9/14/70 


Transmit the following in 


Via 



A I R T E L 


(Type in plaintext or icode) 


(Priority) 


L 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 


SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) 


,o. 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DAWSON 

ET AL 

BRIBERY 


Re Bureau airtel dated 9/10/70 


Investigation remaining is to complete review of 
American National Bank records which have not yet been pro- 
duced; upon completion of above review, interview 
recontact original informant in this matter. 


and 


i i Narcotics Agent, has agreed to attempt /jf ' ' 

recontact and if unsuccessful, to devulge discussion with AUSA b6 


/ 


b7C 


It is anti r.i oateri , bank records will be made available 

by 9/25/70. AUSA is pressing for production, however, 

bank states microfilm records are maintained by another firm 


under contract, and that they have no direct access. 


In view of the above, Chicago estimates investigation 
will be completed and reported by 10/2/70. 


ST-129 




f- 




- Bureau 
1 - Chicago 
JAR / catd 


k 



.12 SEP 16 19/u 



1 


J( 


Sent 


-M Per 


Special Agent in\ Charge 


1 



t 


■z 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
g3a GEN. REG. NO. 27 

"UNITED STATES GOVEl 


ENT 


Memorandum, 


to ^ DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 

'SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) 
subject: ' CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L.'dAWSON 



/O, ,y 

z 



date: September 30, 1970 


ET AL 
BRIBERY 


Re Chicago airtel 9/14/70. 

On September 25, 1970, officials at 


Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) 
was advised. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Bureau of 


On September 17, 1970, 

Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, advised that he has no infor- 
mation as to where to conta ct the informa nt in this matter 


r 


except through former Agent 


who has changed 


jobs and is pre sently in Germany . He is attempting to contact 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 


to 
f acH 


In view of the fact that ANB records pertaining 
have not been produced for review coupled with the 

Jhas not been located, the deadline of October 2, 

cannot be met to complete this investigation,.. Chicago 


1970, 

making every effort to complete this investigation and the 
Bureau will be advised of each development. _ 

£2 Bureau |*C » ^ (" '/./5 ' " ZJZ 

1 - Chicago 




jAR/jto 

(3) 


SE-lli 


r 

B 


OCT 5 1970 


90CT9 

<<y 


m 
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In view of the lack of response on the part 
of ANB, it is impossible to set a date for completion of 
record examination. 


- 2 - 


November 10, 1970 




Airtel 


1 - Mr. 


b6 

b7C 


.To: SAC, Chicago (58-637) 



From: Director, FBI (58-7125) 

CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM Lr^AWSON 
ET AL 
BRIBERY 
OO: CHICAGO 


In view of the d eath of subject. Chi cago should immediately 
contact departmental attorney I l to determine if any 


additional action is necessary. Advise Bureau results of contact with 
Mr.f™ ’ 


I 

1 


LER/lrk/li 
(4) 


if 


(J 

*\ 


t v\', rr» ^ 

. Hi i “ h 'WS. " 


Tolson . 


Sullivan . 
Mohr ^ 


CON'i'VM 


Bishop - 


REC-79 

EX-113 


o /- // ■-'- 

a Nov is Wd 


Brennan, C.D. 

Callahan 

Casper - 

Conrad 

Felt _ — 

Gale 


Rosen 
Tavel . 




Walters 
h Soyars 

I Ti 

1 1,1 

L 


(yt> 


Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 
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F B 1 

Date: 11/16/70 


Transmit the following in 

( Type in plaintext or code) 

Via A I R T E L 

(Priority) 


L 


/ 


f ! 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (58-7125) 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (58-637) 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM. 

_ L rPAWSON' 

ET AL 
BRIBERY 

Re Bureau airtel, dated 11/10/70. 

Chicago has not submitted a report re flecting 
results of inv estigation inasmuch as records of 

li i. i a a - 


Departmental Attorney, 

aware that- nAiATfipM i s doaH f 
review o f I 
and thatf 


1 ^ J 

Jhave no t vet been produced as anticipated. 


ladvised that he is 

I rp mio f-~h pt~ tb.6 


prosecutive merits 


|>e completed 

be interviewed before he decides the 


of this case. 


For the information of the Bureau, J_ 


before the Fpd p.ral Gr and 


on interview with Bureau Agents, denied furnishing any 
information in this matter and denies being in po ssession 
of information to furnish. Depar tmental Attorney I 

is C on s i Hpri ncr suhnnpn a i ng 

Jury (FGJ) . advised the records of the|_ 

\ win oe made available for review as soon as 
they are turned over to the FGJ and that he anticipated this 
to occur during this week. 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


] 



ks soon as 

view 



(2) - Burea 
1 - Chic 
JAR/catd 



they are made available and thereafter intpr- 


© NOV 19 1970 



(3) 

Approved; 


j p )l U 0 \f in Charge 


Sent 


.M Per 


X 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

CHICAGO 

CHICAGO 

1/5/71 

8/21 - 12/23/70 


TITLE OF CASE 

E 


REPORT MADE BY 


SA 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
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LEAD 


CHICAGO 


AT CHICAGO, | TT.t.tnots- wm ma intain contact with 


Departmental Attorney 
potential . 


concerning prosecutive 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

The "Chicago Sun-Times" on 11/8/70, carried an 
article reflecting that Congressman WILLIAM L. DAWSON had 
died on that date. 


is 


The information furnished by 

reported hereinafter as informant informa tion at the 

specific request of Departmental At torney! | 

to protect the relationship between! land the Rimsflii 


of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs . 


was advised, 
subpoenaing 


.a£ ± 1 la 


on 10/29/70 


results of the interview and is considering 
before the Federal Grand Jury. 


It will be noted that on 9/17/70, [ 


Bureau of Narcotics and Da ngerous Drugs advised that the 

informant in this matter is i 1 advised that 

he has been unable to contacTT and that the latest 

information concerning his wh tL - eauua ts in the files of the 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Dr ugs is r eflected as 

I HVi-? Tninnia I I patr-i oprl ±Jaa± 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


INFORMANTS 


Qp- 9/23/70, , 

Ithat h e knows! 


advised SA 


however, he has lost 


uuxmact w. 
1 nnin' w tr 

LT/ii aim. i iav 

? see if he can locate 

t 

nat ne wxxx maice 

On 10/28/70, 
te had 'learned that 


advised SAl Ithat h 



On 10/29/70. 


I was contacted by SAs 
I at his resi dence. 
] Chicago, Illinois. j_ 


1 


declined to be placed under oath and stated that he woul 
talk to agents, however, he would not furnish anything in 
writing. 

— B# — 

COVER PAGE 


b6 

b7C 



CG 50-637 






b= 

He advised that he is in fairly 

close contact with 


land that 1 , In^fwr.Tvt-'lir — g an t him , 


flowers He stated that, he knows both 

I knows LAWRENCE WOODS only 
as a recently defeated candidate for Alder mar } in the City 


ft 


of Chicago. He stated that he does not know 
He advised that he knows who Congressman D’AWSON 
,he knows little except that he is a Congressman , 


I 


ver , 


K. 


LAWRENCE WOODS, or anyone else 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


do general;© runas -go oe used to influence postal legislation < 


Ho. o4-a4-q/3 Ha yiAf rMAoaoaci 


amr i',nf ormation concerning 
He stated that he had 


never furnished any information to anyone concerning this 
or similar matters because he does not possess such 

information. He further stated that to the best of his 

knowledge, he has never talked to anyone named | 


- C** - 
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TED STATES DEPARTMENT OP^USTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


4 


Copy to: > 1 - USA, .Chicago 


Report of: 
Dote: 


SA 

1/577T 


Office: Chicago 


b6 

b7C 


Field Office File #: .£ 8-637 Bureau File #: £ 8 ~ 712 £ 

Title: 

ET AL 


Character: BRIBERY 


Synopsis: 


~ 1 j advised profit from real estate 

trans act: ion in Uaparv-n 1 e ermai ailed of a venture proposed 

by real estate developer | [ and that he held 

option to buy real estate next to a trailer park in 
Love Park, Illinois, however, he refused to discuss full 
details of the transactions . 


- P - 


DETAILS: . 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 




it 21, 1970, Departmental Attorney 


witn me Legal Department at 



requested that Special Agent 

I lc**n r\ a rwaqi t.t 

PTS T — ViAA 0 A — 

contact 


been produced, Mr. further requested that 

bank personnel be requestea to furnish any partial films 
of records in the event it might be possible to reproduce 
legible records . 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




CG 5»-637 


On Ancmat . 1 Q7Q Snacial 


t 


and tip . [ 


icial Agen ts (SA) 
loQnlifl iifi d 


i 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


, and advised that the following records were made in 

compliance with the subpoena: 


up with the 


that it appeared thd 


ladvised that he w ould take this matter 

lin view of the fact 


SA 


rVn TJnTrrirvVhrpp C) ^ 1970^ 

that he ha' 


records pertaining to 


; jia1 


advised 


a a comn-Le'cect tne search for 

- . 1 . --| and had located 

some ^additional records , * however, he had been unable to 

search 
efforts to 
■ a 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


locate all of the records . He stated that his 
was completed and he was making no additional 

locate records. This— in£m 2 Bia±i-Qn iuLs. £maai o >»*=>■ 

Departmental Attorney 


advised that he was engaged in trial and that 
make arrangements to have the records brought 
Federal Grand Jury at an early date . 


he would 
before the 


On December 11, 1970, | 

he would have these records delivered to the 
Jury. 


advised that 
Federal Grand 


- 2 - 




Mil . 


1 



DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA 



Date 


12/22/70 


A review of records of 

produced at the Federal Grand Jury, Chicago, Illinois , 

on December 17, 1970, was conducted by SA 

who was previously appointed an Agent of the Grand Jury 
for the purpose of examining these records . The review 
disclosed as follows: 

, The proceeds of thel I 

to 


On 12/17/70 _ at C hicago., .Illinois 


by 



/ glk 



.File# CGL.3 Bt£37 -- -- - 

12/17/70 

-!)ato dictated ■ — ■ 


n ,* i 

, * i/f-f • 


• iii* i'fiih**r rot*uimin*n(jiU ion* *ior I'ofu'ltwions <>l 'Ik* I* 

• d r > ,f<iiiinh no nm to hi* iti-dnbuiod %•*»*» 


tin- proporl y of Un* Mil 'tn* l is IosimimI In 








FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTlGAfifiN 


w 


Date_ 


12/31/70 


|was furnished a printed form entitled 

"Interrogation; Advice of Rights" which he read. He stated 
he would not sign the waiver, but that he would talk to 
the interviewing agents if the agents could assure him 
that he could terminate the interview when he desired. 

After being so assured, the interview commenced. 


proceeds of a 
the account of 


advised that he is now aware that the 

Iwere deposited to 
*!< 


|at American National Bank. 

time 


He stated he had not been aware of this at the time it 
occurred, but the information had recently come to his 
attenti on. He advised it was his understanding that this 
visls . fori 




[to repay a loan from 

were going into something jointly. 


tated that it was his understanding that 


the loan of $175,000 to 

a loan at Continental Bank, 


Iwas utilized by 


to repay 


b6 

b7C 


was asked the extent of his real estate trans- 
he had owned property in Naperville. He 
a share in a venture where his group 


actions, ana 11 
stated he had owned 

had purchased a farm, and had developed the property and sold 
it. He was asked if it was a profitable venture, and he replied 
that it was. He stated that a bank customer named _ 


who was a real estate developer had done the buying 
and selling, and that his participation was only that of 
being an invest or. He state d that the title was in a land 
trust, and that I 1 and one other were investors. 

He stated he would ascertain the identity of this other 
indi vidual involved in the deal, and advise Special Agent 
(SA)' ' 


park in 



btated he also was 



k, Illinois, near I 

cocki ora , Illinois, witn 


o n 12/18/70 
SAsI 


ni Chicago. Illinois 


by_ 


and 


JAR/PLM 


f,Ia* CG 58-637 

12/24/70 

Dote dictated 


Tf'»v dt**. t tiionl ioniums neither recommendations nor conclusions of thy FBI It is the property ol the FBI and Is loaned to your agency; 
«! ono us contents are not to be distributed outside your agency 
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9 • 


CG 58-637 


I b tated the only other real estate he owned 

was his horned He was asked if he had had an option to 

purchase land. He stated that he hadl~ I 

I li n Love Park. Illinois , 

and had sold it. He was asked whether this had been a 
successful venture, and he stated that it had been. He 
was asked the amount of money he had made. He stated that 
he had reported this on his income tax, and that he would 
not discuss the matter more fully with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI). He stated that he would, however, 
advise the names of the persons in the Naperville property. 


b6 

b7C 


- 7 - 



5^-637 




-QunJJhL 




f 


r nrji 


? 


was 

Mr. 


Departmental Attorney! 

.vised of the interview with | 
advised that he was considering subpoenaing 
before the Federal Grand Jury, however, he desired 
be given a period of time to contact the 
Fedebax .bureau of Investigation (FBI) and to devulge 
full information concerning his real estate transactions. 


- 8 - 
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b7C 



FDsjC’ (R«iv 4-15*64} 


ft FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTK^ON 


Dat©_ 


12/31/70 


.. . i_ Itelephonlcally advised that persons 

in the land trust on the Naperville property were: 


b6 

b7C 


4. Himself 


On — 12/18/70 — ot Chicago . Illinois FJIe # CG 58-637 



JAR /. PLM Date 1V 24/70 


1 * '* 'I * l,n vnl n«ilh«r t «comm«ndotlon» nor , on< »* »iom 

•* vi *»» sOnt«M’> jut nor ro b« dutnbw'ed ou«sld* you* a«jn*ty 


fBi It \ ihe piopmiy of lh« Pgl and Is loom'd ro your ognn.y. 



b6 

b7C 



*0 30.. (Rev 4* I 5*f»4) 
v 


1 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dote. 


12/31/70 


f 


Itelephoni callv contacted Special 
and advised that he had, 

b ad 


Agent (SA 

through overs ignt, tailed to' advise that , 
been a partner of his in the land option 'deal. 


I I was advised that it had come to Sa | 

attention that he had made inquiry at the United States 
Attorney f s Office concerning the basis of his interview. 


He was advised that the Assistant United States 
Attorney assigned to this matter had requested that he 
be afforded an opport unity t o disclose fully his real 


estate transactions. 

this. He was reminded the interview had been terminated 


stated he had already done 


at his request with questions unanswered, and 
thereupon said "thank you" and hung up. 


b6 

b7C 


12/23/70 nt Chicago, Illinois f||## CG 58-637 


by.. 


SA 


JAR/PLM 


Date dictated 


12/24/70 


'■ •> . ot.lMins neither r etom nt endations, r» u'^u 

* ; d •!> ..tin'err* oid i*o* *0 be d»»t. ibu'ed ouiildo your 


* 'I ft c 01 ‘I th* pMjpn'ty oi the *-BJ and is I to you* 

- 10 - 
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cg -637 


On Decem ber 23, 1970, Departmental Attorney 
^as apprised of the re sults of the 

Jadvised that he 


interview o T ] — 

intended to subpoena l b efore the Federal Grand 

Jury after he is furnished a copy of the report reflecting 
the results of the interview with' 1 


b6 

b7C 
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\ January 26, 1971 

@ x 

LAWRENCE CHARLES WOODS _ , j 

~Born: June - 5887*1916 J 

Hot Springs, Arkansas / / 

Hie files of this Bureau reveal that a 
preliminary bribery investigation is being conducted by 
the Chicago, Illinois, FBI Office at the specific request 
of Assistant Attorney General Will Wilson, Criminal 
Division, United States Department of Justice, based on 
a reported payment to former Congressman William L. Dawson 
(deceased) tp influence his vote on postal legislation. 
Lawrence s C.^woods,_ bom June 26, 1916, former administrative 
assistant to Dawson, reportedly acted as an intermediary in 
connection with certain alleged activities involving former 
Congressman Dawson* Should you desire further details, it 
is suggested that you direct your inquiry to the Department 
of Justice. 

(58-7125) 


I 






Original and 1 - SBA 
Request Received - 1/13/71 

GWP:cmr J 
(4) </ 



^OTE: Case discussed with W.A. .Frankenfield, General Investigative 
Division, who advised the q&pvpf dissemination. Name Check received 


from SBA, 1/13/711, on capt 
a loan applicant. 



individual, who apparently is 

st ' 6 

l ^ 

4 JM 27 1971 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI* It is the property of the FBI, and /s 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency . This reply is result of check 
of FBI investigative files • To check arrest records, request must be submitted to FBI Identification Division . 
Fingerprints are necessary for positive check • 
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NUMEROUS REFERENCE 
SEARCH SLIP^ 


5?) 1 h j ; Ct- ^ ^ * W?* ’ 

aj c*5 ro c-d Cn i £" ! j 

Supervisors 

R nom 

YJU 

R # * ^ Date 

V/sr £SS*3^? 

Prod L-\ _ . 

FILE NUMBER 

■ \ M\ • *1 ^ 1 i 

SERIAL 


C Jnar (es 
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OPTIONAL form no. 10 
MAY 1802 EDITION 
GSAFPMR (41 CFR) JOMl.f 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 







REFERENCES: 


Chicago report of SA 

Chicago letter to Director dated 2/19/71. 


] dated 1/5/71. 


LEAD 


CHICAGO 


AT CHICAGO . ILLINOIS , 
Departmental Attornev I 


Will ma intain contact with 

1 concerning this matter. fy' 


r 



a GI’O r 1968 O - 2^!l-885 
















,STATES DEPARTMENT OF JBCE 
ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIONS 




Copy to: 


1 - USA, Chicago 


Report of: 
Date: 


SA[ 


«2 6 1971 

Field Office File #: 58-637 


Title: 


ET AL 


Office: Chicago 


Bureau File #*. 58-7125 


Character: 


BRIBERY 


Synopsis: 


Departmental Attorney 


have 

Grand Jury within 30 days . 


] subpoenaed befoie the Federal 


intends to 


DETAILS: 


Departmental Attorney [ 


Chicago, Illinois, was contacted on January 26, 1971, 
an d February 11 , 1971. On February 11, 1971, 

Mr J 


next 30 days . 


advised that he intended to subpoena 
before the Federal Grand Jury within the 


Oh March 17, 1971, Mr. 


advised that 


due to the presute of other work, h e had not as yet 

appearance before 


issued a subpoena for| 
the Federal Grand Jury, however, he intends to do so 
within the next 30 days . 



b6 

b7C 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 1 - USA, Chicago 


Report of: SA 


Date: 


MAY 2 6 1971 

Field Office File 58-637 


Title: 


m al 


Office: CHICAGO 

Bureau File #; 58“ 7125 


b6 

b7C 


Character: BRIBERY 


Synopsis: 


ri a 'mr* Fmnn + . 3 .! Attorney 


intends to subpoena 


Jbefore the federal Grand Jury in near future. 


DETAILS : 


- P - 


Departmental Attorney 

on April 20, 1971? and May 10, 1971- He advised 
pressure of other work: he has not as yet subpoenaed| 
before the Federal Grand Jury, but that he intends 
the near future. 


was contacted 
that due to 


;o do so in 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 


your agency; it and its contents 
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3-8-67) 

FEbERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


REPORTING OFFICE 

CHICAGO 


TITLE OF CASE 


O FFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

CHICAGO 

7/21/71 


LOUIS E, RUDIN; 
ET AL 


INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

6/11 - 7/12/71 


REPOR T MADE BY 

SA 

CHARACTER OF CASE 
BRIBERY 


TYPED BY 

j to 1 


REFERENCES: Report of SA 
Chicago. 


dated 5/26/71 at 


LEAD 

CHICAGO 

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
De par traen tai Attorney 


Will m aintain contact with 
(concerning this matter 


- A* - 
COVER PAGE 


ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


SAVINGS I RECOVERIES I TALS 


ACQUlT-i CASE HAS BEEN: 


Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Request Reed. 


Date Fwd. 


How Fwd. 


PENDING OVER ONE YEAR g]YES 
PENDING PROSECUTION __ 

OVER SIX MON THS □ YES 




SPECIAL AGENT 

IN CHARGE 

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


A U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1967 0-273-677 


□ 1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Report of: 
Date: 


Field Office File #: 


Title: 


1 - USA, CHICAGO 
SA 

July ZT7 1971 

58-637 

ET AL 


Office: CHICAGO 

Bureau File #: 58—7125 


Character: 


BRIBERY 


Synopsis: 


Departmental attorney 
he intends to subpoend 


advised that 
before the 

Special Federal Grand jury xne iirst week in August, 
1971. 


3 


- P - 


DETAILS : 

On June 11, 1971, Departmental att orney | 

~| advised that he intended to subpoena | | jk. 

before the Federal Grand Jury during the first W6ek ih July, 
1971. 


On July 12, 1971, Assistant Unit ed States Attorn ey 

I I advised that he had not subpoenaed l 

as he had intended, however, he now intends to subpoena 

T efore the Special Federal Grand Jury in Chicago during 
the first week in August, 1971. 


- 1 * - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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T , - FEDERAL bureau OF INVESTIGATION^ 


-» -• V 


.REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

\ CHICAGO 

CHICAGO 

9/30/71 

8/2 - 9/22/71 


m 


TITLE OF CASE 


1 L 


REPORT MADE BY 

SA 


ET AL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


BRIBERY 


TYPED BY 

slw 


REFERENCE : Chicago report of SA 

- P - 


7/21/71 . 


b6 

b7C 


LEAD 


CHICAGO 


AT CHICAGO , ILLIN ! 
with Departmental' Attorney | 
this matter L 


CIS. Will 


mainta in contact 
Iconcerning 


i 
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riTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy »o: x — USA, Chicago 


Report of: gA 
Do»e: 3/! 


Field Office File 



Off'ce: Chicago 


58-637 


Bureau File 


58-7125 



Character: 


BRIBERY 


Synopsis: 


Depart me 
subpoena 
days. 



1 


, before the FGJ 


intends to 


DETAILS: 


nn a n m ast 2, 1971, Departmental Attorney 

| advised that he had not subpoenaed 

[ s he had int ended to do. He stated that 
ne i nffi oiuiea to subpoena l | in the near future. 

| was contacted on August 27 and September 

10, 1971, both of which times he stated that due to 
nragfimr a a£. other work, he had not subpoenaed | | 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1969 O - 351-076 



M 

4 


% 


< . 




\ 



1 


CG 58-637 


On Sept ember 22, 1971, Departmen tal Attorn ey 

I I was again contacted. Mr . I I 

advised that he had not as yet subpoenaed | 
for the F edera 1 Grand Jury. It was pointed but to MT. 

It hat this matter had been awaiting the subpoena 
of I for a considerable period of time. He stated 

that n e was aware of this, and that he intended to have 
I subpoenaed before the Federal Grand Jury within 
the next 30 days. 


fl 


b6 '] 
b7C 


- 2 * 
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URTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


TICE 


Copy to: 


1 - USA, Chicago 


Report of: 
Date: 


SA | 

11/23/71 


Office: Chicago, Illinois 


Field Office File 58—637 


Title: 

ET At, 


Bureau File if!: 58—7125 


Character: 


BRIBERY 


Synopsis: 


Depar tment al Attorney 
subpoenaed 


has not yet 


b6 

b7C 


P - 


DETAILS: 


Departmental Attorney!. 


has been 


contacted on October 27, 1971, and November 12, 1971, concerning 
this matter . On both occasions he stated that he has not as yet 
subpoenaed | | but that he intends to do so in the near 

future . 


- 1 * - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency;, it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




- P - blC 


LEAD 

CHICAGO 

AT CHICAGO. ILLINOIS . Will m aintain contact with 
Departmental Attorney I I concerning this matter. 


- A* - 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 1- USA, Chicago 

Offices Chicago 
Bureau File 58—7125 


Report of: 
Date: 


SA 
l/lU/72 


Field Office File #: 58-637 


Title: | 

ET AL 


Character: 


BRIBERY 


Synopsis: 


Department al Attorney 
subpoenaed | 


has not yet 


DETAILS: 


- P - 


b6 

b7C 


Departmental Attorneyf 


was 


contacted on December 10, 1971, and January 6, 1972, 
concerning thi s matter and he advised he has not as 
yet subpoenaed | 


supboena 
thereat ter render 


stated that he will definitely 

before the February Grand Jury and 
prosecutive opinion. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAl^BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 4 , 

W 


REPORTING OFFICE 

CHICAGO 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

CHICAGO 

DATE 

2/25/72 

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD 

2/17/72 

TITLE OF CASE 

REPORT MADE BY 

SA | .1 

TYPED BY 

lan 


ET AL 

CHARACTER OF CASE 




BRIBERY 


REFERENCE: 


Report of SA 
dated 1/10/7 


£ 


]at 


Chicago, 


LEAD 


- P - 


b6 

b7C 


CHICAGO 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, Will maintain contact with 
Departmental Attorney f | concerning this 

matter. 


- A* - 



APPROVED 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


t 


Copy to: 1 - USA* CHICAGO 

Report of: SA 

Date: 2/25/72 

Field Office Fil e#: 58-637 

Title: 

ET AL 


Office: CHICAGO 

Bureau File#: 58-7125 


b6 

b7C 


Character: BRIBERY 


Synopsis: AUSA * Chicago advised he will subpoena 

within ten days* 


- P - 


DETAILS: 


On F^brjiary 17, 1972, Departmental A ttorne y 
idvised that he will subpoena 


Jtefore the Federal Grand Jury within ten days. 


- 1 * - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 




f 




SAC, Chicago (53-G37) 


Director, FBI (53-7125) 


Etf Al. 
BRIBERY 
CO: CG 




April IS, 1972 


1 - Mr. 


A review of the Bureau file in ‘captioned natter 
reveals it has tee n am it ins action of Departmental Attorney 
| | f or cose period of tiro. If no action has 

teen t alien M_Dppartcoatal Attorney Davidson, Chicago- is to- b6 
prepare an patting forth briefly the facts of this natter b7c 
and the specific date pl pas been contacted, The 

last paragraph of tho| pnonxa request the Department *s 
v advice as to what action can he tahen to bring this ratter to 
a logical prosecutive conclusion,. 


The above 
by return airtel. 


should be submitted to the Bureau 



JDP: ccg. r 
(4) 


in 



Tolson 

Felt 

Campbell . 

Rosen 

Mohr 


RAILED 5. 

APR 181972 

FBI 


Bishop 

Miller, E.S 

Callahan 

Casper 

Conrad 

Dalbey 

Cleveland 

Ponder - 
Bates . 

Waikart . 

Walters . 

Soyars . 


Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 


MAIL ROOM 


=3r o apr d&irf 





TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 


19 APR 19 1972 






Transmit the following in 


Date: 4 / 26/72 


(Type in plaintext or code ) 

AIRTEL 


(Priority) 




V. 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED 


CON VI C. AU TO. 


m NQNE 


RECOVERIES 


ACQUIT- 

TALS 


CASE HAS BEEN: 

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR 
PENDING PROSECUTION 


gpYES 1 iNO 



OVER SIX MONTHS CDyES [~3QnO 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 


WSmm 



uAVd v JR 





Dissemination Record of Attached Report 


Agency 


l 


j_ f- C- 


Request Reed: 


Date Fwd. 


How Fwd. 


By 


N 7 ~ 

- - 


197 ? 


Notations 












UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


* 

/ 


. < 


Copy to: 1 - USA, Chicago (ATTN: Q 


Report of: SA 
Date: 5/23772- 


Field Office File #: 58-637 
Title: 


ET AL 


Office: Chicago 

Bureau File #:58~71 25 


b6 

b7C 


Character: BRIBERY 


Synopsis: AU S A 


. advised I | hacL_anuna££d. 

before the federal Greand Jury on 5/16/72. AUSA 

declined prosecution. 


b3 

b6 

b7C 


- c - 


DETAILS: 


Assistant United States Attorney! 


was contacted regarding this matter on Marcn i . Ap ri i i ? 


and 
that 

Jury. 1- ! 


t 


null 26. 1Q7P. On May 16, 1972J 


advised 


]had appeared before me .federal Grand 
Advised that he would decline prosecution 


in this matter inasmuch as all logical avenues of approach 
to this matter have been exhausted and no information has 
been developed to substantiate its allegation. 


- 1 * - 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; *t and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1970 O - 406-840 




